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and Growth ©f
LiStOPY/Sallda Public Library
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The steel rails of The Rio Grande Railroad reached Salida in 1880,
and in July of that year of 1880 Salida was incorporated as a Town.

Fourteen years afterward ( in September 1894) eleven (11) of the
foremost pioneer ladies of the growing community, imbued with fine
principles of mind and a deep interest in the future welfare and growth
of the little town of Salida in which their lot had been cast, organized
The :Tuesday Evening Club of Salida, having among its cuiltupal obgeotlves
the founding of a Public Library for the use of all who cared to avail
themselves of good constructive reading and self improvere ﬂt.

e 11 charuer members Of our Tuesday Evening Club were,
lPS. Mary C. ?1dmewav

‘rs. Georgia liorrison

rs. Innes Frame

i rs. Sarah Disman

rs., Hattie Cornwell

Mrs. Ora Rech

liss Amelia Evans

lrs. Katherine Rudolph

Mrs., Lily D. Mogsgrove

Mprs., Martha Deen and

Mrse. Mary I. Sisson

The i1deals injected into the activities of The Tuesday Evening Club
by the 11 charter members appealed t0 other ladies of the community to
the extent that within a few years the membership of the club numbered
between 70 and 80 active working members. All through the following
years the membership has continued to grow and increagse until the club
8t the present time has 118 working members, among whom is lrs. Lily D.
lioggrove of Salida, whose distinction as the only surviving Gharter
Member and as Past President of the Club for three terms is proudly
honored.

This preface to whatever may be said concerning  the history of the-
founding and building =and the growth = of our Salida Publiec Library,
accoprds deserved and true recognition to the 11 pioneer ladies as the
nucleus which in those early days created and rallied the support and
continued publlc sentiment most responsible for our Publie Librery of
today.

The few books purchased the first year from club dues were kept
in a small room in the Central School Building (now McBray School) on
gome shelves donated for that purpose.

In 1896, a small poom on West Second Street (near Opera House) was
secured to accomodate the growing needs. To meet expenses a charge of
$2.00 a year was made to subscribing readers; also funds for carrying
on the work were additionally obtained from donations and from dinners

.and entertainments for which a charge was made.

In 1898, the sccumulating library was moved into the srmall one=-story
brick bulluiﬂg On ‘the corner of "F' and Third Streets (where the Y. & R.
garage building is now located) and from there to the large second story
room of the City Hall Building - in which the Town Couneil held its
sessions and the Police Judge algo held his Court =- where it remained
until 2 permanent Public Library home was completed in 1909, with a
paid librariean in attendance.
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While the first few books were housed in the Central School Building,
they were kept in order by club members and were loaned out t0 readers
thrbugh the office of the School Principal until the increasing number
of books made that system of distribution no longer possible, and they
were then housed elsewhere. |

Thereafter, for nearly fourteen years, every active merber of the club
was Obligated in alphabetical order to take her turn in the cyele of
keeping the library Open two Or three afternoons each week for the benefit
of’readers. At every monthly meeting the President of the Club handed
out slips to those members whose alphabetical turn had come for kéeping‘
the libpary open during the ensuing month. The 8lid hore the respective
lady's name and the date on which she was to serve as active librarian,
who by the same token was the active janitress fér the dayv in buildinﬁ
her own fires, emptyving the ashes, sweeving and dusting, and generally
putting the room in order before the regular library hours; all of which
they were obligated to 40 or procure a substitute from among other members

of the club. :
HARBOTTLE IKPETUS :
: - Colonel William Penn Harbottle, a civil war veteran, was a

much respeoted @ublic spirited citizen, who in the late 80's and early 90!'s

served 7 vears as a member of the Salida School Board, and from 1893 through
1897 was Post Naster in Salida for 4 years. Also for sore years he was the

Président of the Board of Commissioners of the Colorado Soldier's and Sail-

or's Home, lionte Vista. No other Salida citizen was ever a mopre ghkaunch

supporter of the Public Librapy movement than he, and that deep interest ‘..
was climaxed and consurmated when at his death in early 1906, it was learned
that he had bequeathed his personal library and his home at 546 "G" Street

to The Salidsa Library Association for the establishment of a Reference
Library to be forever known as "The Juliana Reference Library" as a merorial
to his mother; his will will specifically providing that the "Juliana
Library“ shoule every be a Reference Library as contradistinguished from a
circulating librarv, and its identity maintained as such in a room used
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only for study and general reference in a non=circulating mannepr wherever
housed., The generous gift of his home and library by lr. Harbottle
for Public Library'pufposes provided the necessapy impetus for the cam-
paign soon thereafter instituted by the ladies of the Tuesday Evening CGlub
with the help of civic minded residents.
¥ps, Mary C. Ridgeway, fiprst president of the e¢lub, and her husband
Carl Ridgeway of Rio Grande and Rock Islane Railroad fame, furthep added
to the impitus when they volunteered theirp subscriptibn for $1200,00 with
which to purchase the present library site.
Previous unsuccessful negotiations with lp, Andrew Carnegie were then
renewedrEnanzd and pushed to a conclusion as rapidly as conditions imposed

by him could be complied With)and he had agreed to furnish $9000.00 toward

=]

the the building of a Oublic Library in Salidas. Fprom that day on until
-loéal«subscriptions aggregating approximately $6000.00 had either been paid
or guaranteed in compliance with reguirements there was no rest for non- .
subscribers, and it waé a greatvday for.the ladieg of the Tuesday Bvening
Club in .Salida when their triumphant announcement could be made that all
monieskfor building a Public Libraﬁy were subscribed and available.

Almost immediately then a reputable architect was employed to draft
plans for a library bullding and to aet as supervising cénsultant during
its construetion, which must include a separate room for the housing of
the “Jﬁliéna Reference Library" in accordance with with lp, Harbottlels
Will; and also what is known as the "Asserbly Hall" in the basement of the
building, te be ieased to The Tuesday Evening Club as a sourcéfbontinuous
éuoplemental income tb be used only in econjunction with the monies received
over the pay=fiction couhtef jor the purchase of new boqgs from year to
year to reﬁlace worn out volumes and also to add as many as pogsible to the

total number on the shelves.

The Corner Stone of the Library was laid in Mgy, 1908, and the building
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was preactically completed in the latter part of that year, at a cost
in round figures of about %15,000.00, afte% which book stacks and all
other shelving was installed and libreary furniture and fixtures purchased
at a total aggregate cost on which there seems no accu:ate record available.
At a meeting of the City Council on Sept. 21, 1908, an Ordinance was
adOpted establishing and providing for the maintainance of a Free Public
Library within the City of Salida under the Colorado Act of 1899, and
authorizing levy of a tex ﬂot’exceeding one mill on the §ollar annually
upon all property in the eity, to be placed in a special fund known as
the "Library Fund": This Opdinance also authorized the mayor to appoint
gix suitable persons (to be approved by the City Council) who, together
with the Nayor (who shall be President) would constitute and be known‘as;
‘®"The Boéard of Directors of The Public Library of Salida, Coloradol & etc.
Other records also show that the llayor's appointees as the six Charter
Members of The Salida Library Board were; J. J. lcKenna, lirs, D. P. Cook,
A, R. Miller, Mrs. Charles Shively, J. U. Nock and lirs, S. J. Spray; and
that the first meeting of that Board was held in the City Clerk's office
on February 5th, 1909, at which meeting Krs. J. 4. Gravett, who had
acquired Opevious library experience at The Staté Agricultural College
in ¥t, Cellins, was unanimously elecned ags the first paid Libpraprian of
Sala> ‘st
The Salida Public LWbP%é%:éfhp4O govper month. (She now at the advanced
age of 90 years on February 21st, of this year 1951, resides in Palo AltO,
Galifornia, in good Bealth) - ’
Dedication of the Library took place in about February 1909, at wh?ch
time lirs. Elorénoe Lippard, then President of The Tuesday Evening Club,
fopmally4and in behalf of the Club, presented to the City of Salida the
reading rdom library of books previously accumulated by the €lub numbering
1967 volumes, and also the "Juliana Refepence Library" bequeathed by

Ky, Hapbottle under his Will.
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The charter members of the Library Board accepted their obligations
seriously, as did all successive Trustees appointed or elected to fill
vecancies = and as did also all Libraprians employed., Available funds for
proper conduct of the Library were alwavs reaser and strictest economy
possible was a constant prectice, However, with the loyal support of
The Tuesday Evening Club members and many other interested friends, the
Library has continued to expand its seprvice in the community all throuéh

the years of its existence.

Only Four Librarians have been in charge since the Public Library

was dedicated 0 the c¢ity in 1909:
Mps, Nettie K¢ Gravett assumed her duties as the first paid librarian
on March lst, 1909, and served about two years o0 December 31lst/ 19102

On Januvary lst, 1911, she wasg succeeded by lrs, Helen M. Cook who
served as librarian twelve years to December 3lst, 1922:

January lst, 1923, lrs. lontie li. Fegenbeck was appointed librarian
and served One yeapr only.

Then as of January lst, 1924 (27 vears ago this month), liss Ida

_ Fpisch (now lirs. Neddermann) who was a full course graduate from an
ccredited Library School, resigned her work with The New llexico State-

Aggpicultural College to become librarian in our Salida Public lerarv,

where she yvet remaing in active charge.

D e

Growth of Library

Concerning the growth of our Public Library, the following condensed
gsummaprization will about as clearly present the situationxabmmkrazxgXsaridy
ag can be done without presenting a mass of figures which would only tend
to confuse a previously uninformed listener: .

books
Of the 1967/presented to the Public Library by The Tuesday
Bvening Club. in 1909 and placed on the Library shelves, the number
catalogued for immediate location and reference was ..... 1,001
12/31/1911; Catalogued books on shelves were..3;665

18/31/1913," ‘Do g ... ... L. & wan
12/5}/1915, s = . ey
12/31/1920 Do p® . i Biomw
12/31 /1928, Do . Ll O

12/31 /1950 Do R e isee. e



HIstOpy and GpOWoh oSalildga rubilc Library
(F.W.G. Talk a t Salida Rotary Glub 1-22-51) Page (6)

For a general summary of what the Salida Public Library houses
free
today for the/use.xﬁExﬁw-of all Salida citizens it should be noted

that in addition to tne 14,138 catalogued volumes ©On the shelves,

~ thepre approximately 2,000 to 2,500 non=-catologued books, many of which

have been presented to the Library by interested friends and are in

some instancegs duplicates of catalogued booOks already on shelves, which

brings the total number of books to well over 16,000 volumes: Also there
of the best magazines :

are about 11,000 bound and catalogued volumes/€6pr reference purposes ;

among which is a complete file of the Saturday Bvening Post for more
than 30 years.

A, A music section wag installed some years ago BEm@t which now
numbeprs about 1700 pieces of excellent sheet music, and is much used.

Also there is a Picture Section of indexed amnd filed pictures, HERX
gfxwkiek nurbepring about 7000, many of which are copies of lasterpieces,
and this depaprtment is also much appreciated by patrons of the Library

About 110 Magazines are also regﬁlarly received at’ the Library for
public reading, among which is your Rotarian Magazine, of which the

library has a complete indexed file for reference purposes from and
after July 1936.

The above gives you the information that from the fine nucleus
of 1967 volumes so© laboriously gotten together and donated to The Library
SaxidaxBubikx :
PrlXkExinxX2QO in 1909, By The Tuesday Evening Glub, there has bee; a
continued growth until today the Public Library houses more than 30,000
pieces o%?ggterestlng reading matter and other interesting articles
for the uvuse of its patrons.
The Total number of persons using our Public Library in 1950
was 12,297 persons, which is between 2-1/2 and 2-3/4 times the population

of thre City according to the lasft census.



