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ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORICAL CO}TPONENT FORM

IMPORTANT: USE I}I CONJI]NCTION WITTI THE GREEN INVENTORY R.ECORD FORM FOR
FOR 'P.ECORDING }IISTORIC STRUCTURES AND DISTRICTS. USE SEPARATELY FOR
RncOFoING STRUCTURES i,OiliEil-TimrN orffirdr B.buNDARIES.

1) Resource No. 5CF231 2) Ternp No. 20 3) Narne Wenz B1dq. (Wear Haus/Radio Shack)

4) Address 212:216 F S! ,5) Distrlct Name Salida Commercial District

I. INTEGRITY: 5) Condition: Good X Fai:r Deteriorated

7) Original. 1Js€ conrmerciq]- property 8) Present Use commercial property

9) Original Site X fioved 

- 

DateCs) of Msve!

10) Unalcered -- Attered ,A Explatnt - Minor m_odifica:t:Lons 'l tl'Ie Eji-Sil(plates (panels

l:eneath the display windows) have been covered rvith brick

It. DEscEM:Qli$ l-1) Building ?laterlals bri-ck/cut stone/ wood & metal cornice

12) -Constnrctioa Daee 1890 (on b1dg.I 13 I Archi't ecr f Builder unknown

14) ArchitecturaL styleCs) n/a

I !'l Special FeaturesfSurroundings: A promi-nent structure in the €ommercial

district, the Wenz Building continues the districtrs pattern of

cornice, wi.ndow, and storefront alignment

1-6) Archaeological Potential: Yes No X unknovn ExpI-ain r

III.JI{LTU34L:ICTTVTTIES:. Key the resource type (le: house, barn, shed, school, churchretc)
to the cultural activity theme and sub*theme category associated
with it.

THEHE Comrnerce

SUts-'IHE}IE Retail/ V'iholesale

commercial structure

.F orl, llo. btU



5CF231

(Attach Photographs) Frame Nurnber

Roll Nurnber

Facade Orlentatlon

2

cE2

E

fV. SIGNIFICANCE: Assess whether or not the resource has any historfcal or archltectural
merit by checklng appropriate categorf.es and 'lusttfyl-ng belos. fnclude
any rel_evant hisEorical data.

21) I{istorical Signiflcance:?0) Architectural Significance:
Represents work of a master

I Por".uses high artistlc walues
x- Repr.sents a tYPe, Period, or

raethnd of constrrrctiou

X Associatetl rrith
- Assoclated lrLth

pat telns

signlflcant Persons
signlflcant events or

srgor$rc"nce of anX ContrLbutes to the
hLstoric dlstrl.ct

The two story V/enz Buildingr one of the most intact commercial structures
in Salidars business district (The Fibark Buildingr resource #5CF213 and a
conrmercial structure on Sackett St.1 resource #5CI'274 ,hre additj-onal j-ntact
structures) is constructed of bricl< and characterized by a fine wood and metal
cornice. The cornj-ce is c1i-stinguished by a center portion lvhich rj.ses above
the roofline and forms a triangular shaped feature containing the building's
nanle and date of construction. At either end of the cornice are turret-U5-ke
elements. On the second floor six round headed bays form an arcade high+ghted
by brickwork patterns above and below the openi-ngs. '

The storefront is separated from the upperstory by a lintel stretching the
rvidth of the builcling, Belov,r the lintel is a transom window, two commercial
areas, each with a recessed entrance flanked by display windows and a center
entr:ance framed by iron posts.

Historicallyr the Wenz Building is associated witl: Louis Wenz, a native of
I"lundenheimr GermanyT who arrived. in Salida in 1882. Tnitially associated with
the Det:ver & Rio Grande RaiLroad , Wenz, in 1 BB9, became involved. in the
furniture and undertaking business, r,vhi.ch was located in this*'structure . ltrenz
was al-so lnvol-ved in Salidars politics, being elected mayor in 1906 and serving

22) T-ist Any Associated Cultural Group: n/a
V. R_EFER.E"NCES :
1-J

1. Stone, Wilbur ed. 1918.@" (vo1,4) )

)

R.ECORDER
M. Taylor DATE 6/1s/81
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for many years on the school board.

note: The structure originally standing north of the Wenz Building
(The First National Bank currently occupies the location) was similar
in design. A photo j-s avai-lable in the Salida Centennial Committee
Photo Collection at the Salida Public Library.






