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The Denver & Rio Grande Depot, an example of the Art Moderne style I reflects
seli,cars development as a railroad cent€r. -. A ., ,_,^ :r

rn tire spring of lBB0, following the Denver &, Rio Grande's victory in the
Royal Gorge War, the community of Salida ( the city was originally known as

$cufh Arlcansas) was establishea as a division point on General Palmerrs line
to Leadville, Former te rrritorial governor and D&RG board memb€r r Alexander
C. ltrurrt r supervised the platting of the community. . i -r .,

while settlers moved into the newly* created town, the railroad began construc*
tion of a stcne depot (beEun in tgbo, additions in lBBl and. 188?) | a railroad-
hospital (ISSZ) , u*A the iamed, Mcnte'cristo Flotel (fBB3). The depot and hotel
were located cn the railroad l^and cn the north bank of the Arkansas River.
In the follor^ring years roundhouses and transfer Yards were added in order to
accofirmoCate the ctrange f rom n&rrow gauue to standard gauge- tracks ' r ^_r-^ , '

The present depot is one of the feru remaining structures vrhich reflects
Salida r s railroad hi-stctry " (Ce1cc rnCustries occupies t"he f ormer railroad
shops . ) The depot , cons tructed of hrick , is a s implif ied Ar"'b Moderne structure 

'

The Moderne styie is represented by t.tre rounded corners f f lat roofs, and

relatively smooth vuall surf aces.
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