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From Fred B. Agee

HARI,Y NAY$ IN CHAF}'H.il COilI]TY

Stetement bY iiugh Bocn

Mr. Bcon std"ted he cam€ to thls part af the ccuntry.
1n 1g66. At that tirne the nearest rallioad. prclnt wa,s Ft. filley,
Kans&s on the ljnlcn p;t crf rc FY' At th'rt' tlme-the AT&s!' Ry' hed
one rnile sf r*ilroa,l gra*e west af ttre Mtssourl Flver, and the
Unlon paclil; Hy. ha*'-sxtended, lts llne abcut 100 mLlee west of
Omaha.

He states ths"t Mayal ws.s the flrst settlsr ln what ls
now Chaf f ee C cunty, havf rrg located" fln Cott onwcad Creek nea,r
ii"*""--vi;i; i; 

--iBb' a and-t cok out tuL cl1t ch the sa,ms ysn3. In
lg6il he ralged & effall patch *f pctatees'rhtch ho eold. the followlng
wlnter to mlners at & brioe of S Founds for d, dollar. He scld t
tt; large pot,a,tcee and sd,ve* the bmall ones for peed' and raleed
&. ccnstderable crop of them the fo1lowlng fo&rr

He etated that a, Dr. $tevrart wir,s the flrst tc lccs,te
on Halywoof, anrl Hort*nee $Erin$g. Later &, na,n by the n*me of
llaywobd, ia, shoe merchant ircnr--ftenver, cd,me tl, igmp'ed lhu clatrn,
ancl succee,fe,l in getting tltle to thim. Dr.-$tewsrt, &'fter
ilri;t cla1nn to tte $prings, Fessed numerous viriLrioua ulclesltudea
cf f oitunc a,nc f ina,L1y when he d.led. abor-:t thlrt y year s d,go w{ts

her*ing eheeP ln S+n Lule Val)eY.

Horteng€ $prings recelve,i the 1r na,ms f rom the Flortsn6€ -,.#*r.=' ,. r,",.-r

Mlne loc.{.te,r p" [{t. pif ncet cn ln 1$?0 or 1S?1 by- C|trlaln Moyrarn, y't''

whlch w{.rs the f list s'*'tr lver prcrluclng mlne ln that d,letrlst.
ciit*r3 Maryram w&s a grea,t arlmlrer'5r Napoleon Bonaparle e,nd

nal,med, the mine llorteneE af t er the step-daught er of N*pole orl.

A yeer or two lat er the f arncue i!{urphy gr cup_ cf mlne s,
Mory lUuig,ny, P*t Murphy, Ircn Cheat , "!b. I - 

lrv€r€ lo.ate'1 1n the
g*mb sletriit by Ab Wri ght I & nephew of S1l&e Wrlgltt ,_ et ol.e
tinre Gaverncr oi Nsgv yafr $tate. Mr. Boon reoalled & rather
tfirll]lng ec count cf &n sncounter be tween Srlght and i* gr-1 nzly
b;;r welfifring A3C]O pouncts, whlch was recounted to hlm ln the
eorly d,.*f s an* whlclr occurett ln Ca1lf crnla Frl or t o _l$rlght.r n

ooming t b thle part cf the countxy. $frlaht Eruc ceedod' ln kll-1ln$
the b6ar but tha bear ln lte 1,g,et- gtruxgles s truok strlght on

irre t oF ef the he ad, not onl y t eer lns ott the hlde but removlng
& seeti.cn of the cianlum bcne u,nd, also one e."3. Notwltlrstandln'g
thls , tlf rlr,ht r€coveref, anc l lvet t o a,n o1d. &$s r
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A mf,,n by tbe nnns of Baldwln was the f lret to Locate
on Fonaha Sprlnga. He eerved ln the E&ms oompnny &s Hugh Aoon
tn tbe Unlon Arrrny durlng the CM1 l$ar and oa.me out here from
0h1o ln 186?. - fis locatc* cn Poncha $prlnge, bullt a, oabln e,nd
put ln s, Emal1 dan so flF to mako & ewfunmtng pool. A_ys&t or
two l*ter he went to Denver and la,ter roturned to the East,
lnforntng Hugh Bc'on he could have ilny rtghte whloh he hrd ao-
orued foi ths Sprlnge . Thege Sprlnge, howevor, wero later
f i i ed upon un*l,ei th; Pre-empt l on nb t 6y 

- 
George $atrrrop (nephew

of Charles !{athrop) who wab fJ.nanced. ln lmprcvlng tbe $prlnga
by A. B. DanleLe and D&nlel lfltter. The lattor wes one of the
ortglnators of the ColoraCo l{a.tlonal Bank ln norlvsr *nd wns
aleo regletefr of the flret Land 0fflce ln Colorado et Denver.

Mr. Boon et&ted the flrst clv1l case trlsd before &

Jury ln what le now Chaf f e e C ounty w6rs at Grnnlt e about 18?CI.
Ae btetcd, Ifiayal located on Cottonwocd Creek ln L86A and €B-
gaged. ln farming. About L8?0 two men by the n&me of Morrle
and Thompeon deelred to take up lnnd ne,et hlm. Maynl lonned
tbem monby to fuuprove thelr land, and they llkewlse engaged
in re,lalng potatoes and. ottror fnrm lf or&ps. The f oLlowlng
Eummet there wes r, shortage of water whlch led. to a.n altercatlon
between them and Mayal, they clnlrnlng thelr crop f allure wes
due t o Mayal ualng mote then lrls shfl,re of the ff*tsr, They
brought sult for dornagea to the estlmnted vnlue of tbe clop.
The cese wae frlsd, before Justtoe of tbe Peace llooten at
Srnnl t g. It wrE durlng the Lnte summex nnd nogt everybody
w&s nwey at the mlnee. It $&e poselble to flnd oniy flve
jurynren so Boon who ilas runnlng & gtore and Poet 0fflce ff.,''t Granlte
r,t tfrat tlnc volurteered to cl.ose hl e etore and. n,ct ts tbe slxth.
After hearlag the evldence ln the o*se, the other ftve wero
fsvoreble to-a, verdlct for damages ln favor of Morrle mnd and
Thoupeon. Boon hold. out for no d.emagee and hung the Jury.
An egroement s&e flnalLy reached" rheraby Morrls e"nd. Thompson
wors &llowed $ 1 . 00. Both gtdcs were rspresented by Att otneys.
Mr. Boon etated lt frirs the flret oa,se breught be'*forc Hocten tn
whlch there wers Attorncys f or the opposlng- gldes. I{ootenf s
rrlnd, nonc toc e trong, wr,s temporarlly unbnlanaed by the corl-
ttnuous wrangllng betweentne two Attornays ovet thc ndmlsston
of evld.ence, and rfter tbe*tttal wa,s over, lt truaq neoessaly to
brlng trlm O6wn to th; Hot Fprlnge rt Chrll Creet (Hortenso - 

tprlngs)
and -hcld. lrlm for two or three weeke untl1 he rocovered hlE
aanl ty.

Came ses. oxoeedlngly plentlful lnthle part of the
country ln thoes daye, prrtlculerly doer. Mr. Boon mentloned
tbnt the road xre.s cornpleted down the Arkangsg to Canon Clty
!n 18?S, He s*ld, tha foLlowlng fnll" lt wa,s lnrposelble for
ono to loee hle way ln trnvellng lt becauee you oould not g€t
out of s&e1L1ng d.lstr,nco of ocoklng venteoo.
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Upon lngulry r,s to t lnber c0ndlt lone ln the oountry
at thnt tlme , Mt. Boon atated th,t;'*t prlor to the early f orest
f lres the pro sent {.spen conrered eLopes on tbe South Arkensns
bslow Monnrcb and ln Scldon Culoh were oovered wlt\h good
Etend of yellow pt.ne e,nd red spruoo (Douglns flr) tlur6er, s
great meny of the treee belng ?'y and s feet ln dlameter.

ldt. Bscn tocounted. hle early trg,nsaotlon wltb $riok
Greede nf ter whom Creede, Colorado te namod.. He stnted Mr.
Crcdde , locat ed the f t rst nlne near Monareb. Ile eald he V{#and htebrcthcr met Creed, drlvlng a horse and buggy ne&r titb
mouth of '' Gae C reek on tlrs Atkaneae. Creede fneilii,eA on thsm
&s to where would be r, good. p3-ace to proepect. He tnformed.
hlm that they sere plannlng on prospectlng the South Arkensao
rhen tbey returned. from thelr trlp. Cieede d.ectded, aleo to
praepeot thet country end located n, good showlng of ore, whloh
reeulted ln tho etaklng; out of Monnroh Mlner Upon the returnof the Boon. boye to thelt ranch on the South ArkenEn g (ttre preeefft
Iglgtte plaoe ) they net Creede ccnlng d,own, who gn ve thern &half lnterest tn thetr mtne, and they purchaeed & f,alf lntorestln the Sharmer rleo loonted. by Boon. Tlro Monarch Mlne wa,s Leter
eold. to the Monaroh PooL r &rld VanGlesson and Poee f rom Dsl l{ortc
bought lhe Llttle 0harm f or .$4, 000. tol,lowlng thsee trensact lons
Creede loaated sone rnlntng property on l'ord Cree[ ln the Snn Lule
Valley country whlch lre afterward,g eol"d f or eeveral tboueand dollnrs.
Ile lster oa,me baok and loca,ted tho Kismet mlne on gllver Crsek,
whlch wt,s sold to ffiaJor Boyd of the Boyd & Ilayneb $tege Company.
He stnted th*ut & mrn named Ton Klnney wab the oirgtnal tocntei citbe Bonaaua mtne ne&r the town of Bonlnza, and hsld fln lnterest
ln lt f or a. nunber of ycerg. Ile tril,s aleo one of the orlgtne,L
owner6 of the Ba,wl ey Mlne . He st r,t ed. that Klnnoy wn s e.n old,rcgu/l*r a,rmy eargeant who }rad. been et at loned at Haielgh, N. C.for soms tlme foll-owlng the Ctvll T{ar and. that he often apokeof tbe good tlnree he had whl1e there, and. the Rew1ey wae nemed
by h1m for thle town

Hugh Boon irne one of the oarly Foet Masterg ln ine
oountry, bavtng eerved a,B such for rbout three yeq,rs *t Sranlteln the l*te 60 | s End early 70 | g. He we,s lntoi Poet Meeter e,tCleor&r IIe recn,ll"e d wtth Bome lmusement the d1f f lcult ies 1n
whlch the vfl,rloug poet maet erE along the Ark ansas would lnvar-tablv become lnvolved.. Ifhlle they -were not d.lshcneet, they
would. not tr,ke the trouble to keep the Poet Offtce *ccounts
eepnrete from thelr oTrrlo The Poet Off lee d.epartnent, however,
w3s scrupulouslg carsfuL ln oh*rglng to them the atampe eent out.
As fl, result they would 1eter he,ve conelderable dlfflculty 1n
etrelght enlng out thett no count e and" t aklng nrlvant agg of hts early
exporlence ln tbls onpac lty et sornet trne or nnother pin ct 1oaL1y
overy post nester oaLled upon film to flx up the eccounte and
submlt a report r
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He recol1erl ab lncldent which ga,ve hlm c onsld.erable
tr ouble when ho ftae poet ruast er ln 01.e cia in 18?g , Charnp r€*
queeted htnr !o r_egister & letter to the Amerlcan Publishlng
Ccrrptny at $t. Loule, oonta.tnlng , ?.50. ?he Post 0f f rcE ln*struct icns governlng regtstratlons we re rnuch lnvclved and he
Eut 1rr two foy* trying to get clear on them befCIre he finally
forward.ecl the reglstered fetter. $ome weeks later hd received.
word th*t the envelope hurd rewched" the Pcet Cf f lcd at St. Loule
but wa,s rnlnue the cont ent e . The Post 0f f i ce lnspe ct or thereln salllng the matter to his attentlon, was very clftlcal &s t&detal1e, etat ln6r ttr*r,t regletratlon fjapers were not proFerly
ruade cut , stc . Ba cn repl led. th:t he had. Fut tn two C,ayc lnmtslertng the lnstructtons ai,rii wiil,s gulte sure thoy must be all
T-lAh!. A trrt,cer wes stairted, whfch lead tc the disccvexy ofthe f *r,ct thttt the ni*r11 a,$ont cn the Kansie.s anut P*rc j.f lc fry. irad
nno*n*lged to t*& use d, lea* pencll ln such & ?/ey ln the cbrner afthe envelape- to glve lt the eFp,e,jr*rpss af ha,ving worn thrcug'h, lri
!F"t lray maklng o,n_openin,t l*rge encugh to il,ndtract the m6ney.
The lnvestigatlon of this case enablerl"-ihe Fostal offlclals to
a,cccunt for several othsr losses ln regteteied rnall, elnce lt
developerl th*rt thle p&rticuliar agent naii heen abstractlng smid,tl
6u.rn$ ln thl s m&nnsr f or a lang t tme .

i{r. Bocn stated th t when the Fresent tcwn of Sal ldaw*s starte* ln 1S80 lt wm,s orlglnally shcwh on the O&lG Hy, a.s$outh Arkanses. The nq,me w3,s not 6ntlrely satlsfactory, slnce
so&e confuslcn resulte* f rom the f act th"*"t 

- 
Pcnchs, $Frf nhi w,bsolf glnally known e.s $cuth ArkaneEs so."e yed,rs Frevlous. tntertlu . .s*mg -Ieer, Mrs. Hunt, the wlf e c'f Gotrernar ltuirt , blce Freeldentof the D&HG Hy, w,&$ making & trlp thr*ugh thls Fert cf the oountry

!y traln. $he wu.s gi*4tng aut s * th* ia.r 'rin$.bw *il$ the traln emlrg' ed
f r cn: the oanycn beibEw t cwn anC ot's€f ving th* beaut lful valley open-lng up lpfole ber , sbe gave uttexiance {"o the "-eFa.ntsh word. H$a,li*au
me&nllgfrOutlet n cr ig"lewayn . It wr.s eelse,r uFon n,s s, f it rtng
nams f or the t own *nC the nia,me w;.r.s so ch.*nged. . - He ment t &nedhcwever, &t the tlme the D&HC Hy. ha$ s, laige number cf ticketsprinter$. uFr wlth the name &s $outh Arkans&s r wHicfr they ccnt tnued. tcued unt 1l tbe eupply wa,s cxheuste*. ,in yes,r cr twa 1,etbr. tl:is wa,s
scmewhat confuslng to travelers since tirey would purchase :t ttckettc Seir1id'a an$ find. they h,*fl. one tC South Ark*nsas nnct aften thlnkthey fiEurl been trickedr .
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t'ronn F. B. Ageo

SUPPTEMEHTAT STATSMH}IT BY HUG}I BSOI{

Hugh Boon etatod. he was Gounty $uperlntendent of
Seho cls ln tike Corrnty f or the yofl,ro 1"859, ?0, tnd ?1, or unt 11
the eleatlen of L3?A. tnke C*unty then lneluded the Fresent
Chaf,f ee 0ounty and exten*e.l westward. t o the lltnh Stn t e llne r
but there Trere no schooLe weet of the 6ontlnental nlvld.e. At
the ttme he t o ok the of f l se there wer€ f lve sohcoLs ln Le,ke
County, sne at 0ro Clty, ons at Grenlte, oxt r,t Browns Creck t
one nt Ponohr. gprtnge, and onc whloh hnd been org*ntzed thc
prevlous y6r,r r,t Adobe Pnlk. He ntfgiattld,x orgenl sed Sohoel
Dletrlot ilo, S *R Trout Creek durlng hte tern of off lce, rnd No, 7
s,t Flveralde ws.s orgnnl sed eltlrer durtng hlg term of off loc or
Smnedl*tely aftsrwEad.e. He &ld not olearly remembsr wbloh.

IIE w&s & delegate to th* ftret frepublloon $tate Con-
ventlcn st Pueblc follewlng the ndmlselcn of C6Lorsd.o lnto ths
Unlon in 18?6. fre mentloned. there were two other delegr,te{
fram Ls.ke County. Thcee two were etrongS.y ln fr.vor of Srumuel
I{. Slbort (Terrlt ortrl Governor f ron L8?S f o' 18?4, *nd f or rhon
Ut . ElbErt la ntmed) f or Oovernor. !dr. Bacn hl&self f nvored
John L.Routt, TcrrltorX.al Sovernor when Color*do became a etetet
but there w&s aonslderabLe opposltlon to htm ln thls Eeetlon
bsoauee lre hsd. put lt under Martlal Llw when the take 6r:unty rr&r
vras oor Tlre other two de1egatee dld not at ftrst tntcnd, to
attens tbe Conventlon ancl g*ve Boon thelr proxlea; but upon 3o-
consldorlng the mattgr, thet sbowed up at the conventlon and
voted for $lbert. Boon heLd aut r.gnlnet theu end aupported
Rsutt. shen tlre votes were counto*, Elbert l"aeke'J one cf guf-
ftctent for nomlnctlon, and, a, d.eadLook f ollsw€d.. Th*t evenlng
they held. & cfl,llous and reached s,n egreement whereby Rout ws,s ts
recelve the nomln*tlon for Governor and ELbert that for Ju*ge of
the $tate Suprene Court. Both were euceeesful fl,t the follow-
lng eleotlon.

Mr. Boon stated, the MarehalL Paee wa,s orlglnally
o*l-Ied Poncho P*ee, but followlng & trlp to thle country by
lleuten*nt Marshal1, ln oharge of e, detacbment of U. S. Etl-
glneers on topogr*phlc work, the n&ms ws,s changed to Marehr11
F*,es, an* the name Poncho ws,s thcn &ppLled t o the pa,ss loc,*lng
lnt o the Sen tule Vn11ey. The eonf uslon [n uaacs whloh f c].lowed
t/rf, }ed to the lnoluelon of consld.ere"bls terrltory ln $*guaohe
County whlch suppoaedly !vri,6 lntencled. for Chnffee Ccunty. I{e
nentloned th,t tbe orlglncl deeorlptlon of Chaffee Ccunty read,l:
n0ornmenclng on the ArkCnss,s Hlver, three mllee below the mouth of
ths South Arkanaas, tbence duu/weet t o the t op of tn*e Sange de Crleto
range, thence nlong the d.lvtd.e to Poncho Paes, thsncs dus $estrn ets.
Tlrc shlf tlng of the na&o nPonoho Ps,est t e the dlvide between ths
ArkanEae nnd $an Lut e valleya reeulted. ln the J-ose *f the SlLver
CrEek s,nd $*rgents oountry to Chaffee County through confug!.on
ln cie eorlpt lon.
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Wlth the rapt0 lnflux *f settlere, frosFlect*rs and
mlners, an;l thi? rough el*ment thfi,t c,s,ne wlth the hul}llng tn of thg
rntlroa* ln the l'*,te 70 t e an* early S0r e, thlnge wern osnslserahly
ungettlect; an,; ers ln all newly *rg;orni ze<1. terrlt r:ry, the rnachin*ry
f or law enf crcement li'id. ccnel*erahle dtf f tculty ln f unct lonlng.
Mcre thfi.n 100 hcrntcl,f,es ocsurro* *urlng this perlad wlthcut a,
slngle convlctlon, lt belng alnoet lnnposslble to get wltnesses
ta $wo",ur to the klll1ngs. 0n several Occastcns he w$s calleu" to
so rve on the Gror,n$ Jury. Feall zlng the Sl f f l culty of se curlng
convictlons ln c\.rses of thts klnd, lf they felt red,scnahly certaln
th,rt the person wns guilty, they waulct always return an lneitet-
ment of n$'tret Degre s Murder, n knowlng th;,i.t so Long a,s the In*lct-_---*
ment hung over the party wculd get cut of thrs ccuntry and. stay out..In th**t way ttrey got rld. *f a great ma.ny un,*e elrables.

One of th* mcst dead.ly shcct lng af falrs, c cnsl**rlng the
nurr:her of pecple engaged ln lt, oc eurred. at Garf lel d ln L8*1. ?wo'brothers nameC htums, f rom Loulsletna, and a, man by the name cf
Mc&Ianus, who c&rne here f rom l{errad.a, f crmerl a, pa,rtnerehtp nnd. went
proepect lng on the mlcld.le f ork c,f the lltt 1e Arkangag. Al-1 thrse
were gun ruenr
t a Ga,rf 1e1d.

They haii s, dl sa.greernent , broke uF and" c{r,ms down

Hugh *oon anc, hls brother $lm were on thelr lrey from
Monarch to Maysvllle and. etcppecL &, few nnlnutes in & saiocn in
0*rf le ld.. They got btcManus who askeil them to have d, d.rink s,nd
tcl* thern g cmethlng about the tr*uble. Hugh Boon knowtng there
w*uld. likely !e shootl.ng and, not wlshing to Eecomo lnvolveC. ln lt
s,B,l$ to $lrn: nlet t e be gcing; we rtrere tate ln gettlng etarted. n

They got cn thelr horeea, but thsrs befCIre they syere aroun& theturn below Garfleld, they he.'r.rd. tlie shoctlng. The h{urrs brcthers
wer€ ln:& etore *pposlte the salccn. Mc}fianus crosss'$ cver and.
met ihern. ldcManus kllleil the old.est Mums by the f tret shct. ?he
other ons shct hlm an,C. he ctled wlthin & mlnute aft*r the shot,
but suc;eed,sil ln kllllnE the other lduns befcre he iited..

Mr . B a en nent J. cned thir.t ihe blg f tre at C;erf te lil oc-
curreel sn eleot lon nlght ln L384. Arb th,*t tlme most of the
young#r men belcnge,*. to the Knights cf Pythlas, and hatt gsne to
$alida tc attenf, Scrue blg'celehratlcn. ,The ftre got s{arted.,
and. there not'belng enough help to g€t lt und.er ccn*rcl, ltpractloaily wtpecL cut the whcle tcwn. He was cl"erk af the
electlon at Monerch anet recs,lls seelng d.ense srnoke d.ewn the c"1r,rl-
cn ln the vtcinlty of SarflelC when he frot uF next rnornlng. Later
he lea,rned th:*t the town hari b*sn wlped out by flre.
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