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ST ATE},I.ET{T OF AFTHUH HUTCHII($OI$

Mr.Hutchlnson etated bhat hls nother, Annabel Mcpherscn,
then twelve ye,ere of ege, osms tc thle part cf the ccuntry tn L860
wlth }rer mother, her f a,ther, Jahn ldcPherson, t*b une1e, rtrrrdoch
fficphereon,.her oLder brother, C.H.Mgpherson, and her younger brothet,
John Mcpherson, who rlted at Poncha $prlnge s,bout & y6err ego. There
wa,E snother glr1, tarah Port er, cf tfre s;ene e,ge a,s Mle s McPher son
ln the patty.

They left Wleooneln on June 18, 1850. There were abaut
fffteen w{Lgcns tn ti:e party, all d.rs.wn by cx teams except one four-
lrorse outf tt. After they crosses the Mlsecurt Rlver at Councll
Bluff s, they f reguently encountered the pl.alne Ind,l&n8 r These
Indlans were d,tfferent fron those th,it they later met ln Colorado
ln that they alwaye carrled thelr ehlelde ahd. were naked except for
breech cloute. There Tvere nc actual hcstllltlee between the Plsrlne
Indlans and. thelr party, thaugh the Ind.l&ns waul"d, frequently lntercept
the tra1l ln f ront of them a.nd then dash down upon them wtth & yell,
f rlghtenlng the oxen. Qult e of ten & wagon t cngue rryauld. be broken
by the ox€n whlrling ai*'tound..

A ffom{Ln, however, ws,s wcunded and af terwars.e dled ln an
lrrrnigrant part y just shead of thern. Thl s part y ha.d made som€
trade wtth the Indlane sbd, gave them money ln the transactlon.
The Indtans besame dlssat lef led and angry, snC threw the vnoney
dawn cn the ground. The yroa&n Jumped out of the wa,gon and etarted
ploklng lt uFr whereupon one of the Indlans shct her ln the stomach
wlth &n g''"'rrow. The McPberscns met a man from thte party haullng
the wonnR back to 0ounctl Bluffs ln a wa,gon to *nabLe her to get
medleel treatment.

TirhtLe crosslng the pl-alne the llttl"e party n&rrowly
e acaped dl saet er through all of the 1r oxen belng st olen one nlght .
Two mon &n horsoback, rather eusplclcus l*cklng charactersr ov€r-
ta*k the party and followed tt for two d,ays. They then d.leappeared
End & f ew nlght e later the oxen were et olen. Fort unately the me,n
wlth the fontr-horse outflt ws,s very c{Lreful of the horges" He wouLd
not allow them t o gts,ze f ar f rom oamp ln the svsnlng and alwaye
brought them lnto oemrr early where he woutd tie them uF for the nlght.
Coneeguent).y the thteves were unabLe to a,1so make a.wey wlth the
horse g.

Shen they dtecovere0 the theft the followlng ruornlng,
Iflufdock McPherson and three other men of the party mounted on
the horses, lmmedlately eet aut ln pureult. Aften. a forty mlle
chaee, they overtook the thleves at nlghtfall q.nd recovered thelr
oxen. Stranded. an the desolate plalne of $ebraeka, remote from
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clvlLlzatlon, and ErJrraunded. by hoetlle fnd.lana, there le no d.oubt
&s to rhat tho fate of thle llttle perty would have been had they
been unablo t o reoover thelr oxen. There te aleo Ilttle doubt a,s
to sha.t woulf, have been the fate of the two thlevee hqd they not made
the lr ssca.pe bef ore the pursuers ca,me in rlf le ra,nge of thenn.

the porty puebed. sn across the pla,ins. One afternoon
thoy met & Pany Exprees rtder, who lnforn:end. thern tha,G. the Indlans
were on the warpath, that they were massacrlng all of the lmmlgrant a
to the weet and burnlng all cf the Pany Express statlong, k1L1tng
the tenders. A hal.t ras oalled and a, counell heLd.. Some were
f or turnlng baok lmmed.lately, ssne f or putt lng themgelvee tn a Etate
of d.efense, and. some for waltl$g & few d.aye to e,soertaln ff the !11-
mor sas correct. ALL of the men were f or ts.klng the women and
chlLdren t o the nearby gandhlll"g and hid.lng them f or the nlght ;but tho women eald they preferred to remaln wtth thelr huebands,
c oms what nlght. The men tben put the car&,v&n ln ils gooct Foslt 1o4
of def snse as pooslble, and. elept that nlght urlth thelr guns at thetr
eld.e. It sa,B also the flret nlght they had cemped 1n a coyotocountry. About S &. ril. the coyotee etarted thelr mounnf uL howLe,
which threw the party, wlth their already overstralned nerves, lnto
fr, stat e of htgh exc ltement . they thought lt was the Indta,ns. The
msn spra.ng to a,rms and awalted. theLr comlr,rg; but whon dayl"lght fln*l-
ly oeme, lt found everythlng peeceful. fhey declded. to conttnuo orrr
and afterward,s Learned tbat , although In*lans had. burned. an sxprees
station sr two, the Pony pxpr€ss rlder I s etory had been gr*atLp
exegge rat ed.

Af ter weeke of travel- s.croee tbe p3.alne, durlng whlch
they sncountered d.all-y lmlnense herds of buffalo, they flna1ly rqached
the Arkansae rlver, whenoe they folLowed. lte course to Canon Clty,
trrrlvlng there ln October 18S0. After restinr; & few daya, they
Journeyed northward lnto $outh Park where they remalned. & short
tlme and then proceeded onward to Callfornta Gulch, the o1d 0ro 61ty
mlnlng cemp .

?fblle they were eamped at Canon Clty, a large band. of
Ute Ind,lane etoppeS over ntght there. They were aLl ln !rs,r palnt,
wlth the large yellow srescentg cn thelr oheekE and, streaks of red
under thelr 6yes, preeentlng a terrlfylng Epectacle. The Indlana
went on eastward, but. returne d ln three cr f cu{ d.ays srlth s. large
nu&ber of Cheyenno ecelps. They agaln/ cemped alroes the rliler
f rom them, and. throughaut tbe ntgbt gave a wa,r dancc wtth cont lnuoue
beatlng of the tom-torus, ln celebratlcn of thelr slctcty. Theee
In$lans cild not molest them.

The ilcPhersone remalned at Oro Clty untl1 about 18S5
when the f lrst mtnlng exclternent there oomrnenced t o dle down , d,ftsr
whlch, wtth otherE, they pushed on down the Arkanse$ and eettled nea.r
the prosent town of Buena Vlsta.
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At tbe tlme the M;Phereoa party lfeft Sleconeln, Murdoch
McPherson s&s engaged tn the lumber buelnees, and hauled, hls EaF-
mlLl along wlth hlm a,cross the plalne unt lL he reached South Park"
She rolll w&s unlssded tlrere artd Eet uF. ghcrtly afterwarda, he
s ol.d lt , but lt $6ts operat ed the re unt 11 a, groat ma,ny yea.rE 1at er .

ffr, Hutohlnson ment.loned that hls motlrer ln Later years
of ten recall"ed t Je dalo f n/ the early 60 | s around the OrC Clty c&rrpr
t{ot a small portlon of the oemp wa,s raade up of what were known a,B
the BGeorgla ldlneren, who hed cone Weet durtng the earl,y part of
the C 1v1L Tlar. There wers mElny ptctureEgue charaeters and the
$ten oommonly had lcng halr and were olad, ln buokeklng. Occaslonal-
ly n€ws would. rsacb oemp of a. battle between the $orthern an$
Southern a,rmlss. goftretlmes tt woul.d bo a Unlon vlctory; scmetlmee
& Canfed,erate. Heated dlecueslone woul-d ueually follow whlch
weuld wlnd up ln e generaL flght between Scuthern and. !$orthern
eympathlsere. 't'ho Unlon nen were, however, stronger ln tho c&Efr,
and, tho $outhern eympathtaere uauaJ.ly came out seoonO best ln tbe-encctmtsra. About onoe a, nncntbr nall nuLd r*acb c€Lmp and uauaLly
wlth lt & few Jugs of whlakey. Tbere wouLd be a generaL celebratlon
and wtld tlmea emong the msn. At such tlnee, Cal-. Auetln, a very
dlgnlfted, gray halred ald. ox-flrrry offlcer couLd. be seen wlth hleplt:g het an0 Pr lno e Albert c oat mlngl tng wt th ttre re et of thc c rowdwlth tbslr &ong halr and buokekln ehtrte, preeentlng a, rather
lncongruous a,ppga,ra,nce ln hle rough slffroundlnger.

ldt. Ilutohtngon statcd thet hle fatber, Joseph Hutchtneon,
ceHe t o what le now Chaf f ee C ounty ln 18S6 at the elose of theglvll EaT. He Eerved throughout the ClvlL Wer ln the Unlon Arrny
a,s tlaptatn of C cnrpany n of the L8th Indtana Inf ant ry; we,s wounded-at Vloksburg; Lator r GB hte recovery, wa.s tranef erred to Texaa;
and at the 6ioee of th; {ra,r sas on Provbst Marshalr Auty itr Sew
Orle&nB.

$hortly after hls^arrlval ln thle part cf the countlythe uent to work for Bal.lf,y and Gaff , who it tnat tlme had. extenglvemlnlng lntersstE around Oranlte. later he wont lnto the cattlebusl'neee' and shortly *{teIY?r*9r Balley and Gaff forned n partnerehlpwlt! hln' oacb puttlng rn_$L0,000 at tha etart, and, then aa*fng tolt from tln:e to tlme. ?hey rangeC thelr catite up around TermesgegPfSE nnd &,s fr*r aouth &E $a,gua6fre ln 18?1. gne lot of ltlgrx500 stee38, whJ.cb they shlpped.-t o nnarket , avoraged 1100 pounde sacb.At that tlme, cattle were lodded out on the rafLroed, Lt Oeertratl,eost of Denver, lf tralled over the South Park route; or at Lae Anlroaelf trs,lIed down the Arkanee,e rtvsr " At the t lnre he get{ied ln thecountry, the Ute Indlane were tradltlonal enemleE of the Arapahossand Cheyennes, and g blg^ballle, laetlng S eaye, war foug[[- Ort*e€nthem on the mssa west of -Sa1td,a, 
sever&1-yoare- pitor to the advent ofthe whlte ruen. $ubeequent to the contn! of tlre whltee, the Utee

m&d!- froguent'lncurelone lnto lbe Arapaho6 an* Cheyenne country to thenorth and. eaet r- ueual"ly retugnlng wltb a great rnany ecalpe. - In lSgEwhtle on on€ of these ralf,e, a blg bfttl; was f ourtfrt tn'qcuth par&
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wttb the Cheyennes and. Arapahoes. Upon the return of the Utds tc the
Arkfl.neae Valley they had a war d.ance near present John Davldeon ransh.
Ae they dansed the Indlane beceme wtlder and wll$er. They wou1d d,ash
lnto the creek wlth thelr horsee ful I speed.i gulte often several horees
wcul* be d.own ln & tangled n&es wtth thetr rtders

Thle Eeotlon of the ocuntry belng near the border 1lne between
the Ute terrltory nnd that of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, lt w6,e not
uncommon to sse elgnal flres long after the whltes had etarted to settls
the country. The Ute gcoute ln the vlclnlty of Canon wouLd, algnal,
b y mea&s of smoke d.urlng the day and f lre at nlght, the epFroach of the
PlalnE Ind.iene, t o glve warnlng the dlf f erent bandg throughout the Hount-
alne to meet and repel tbe lnvadere.

Joe Larnb, who afterward.s kllled one of the two Esplnosaa
that tt commltted the numerouo murd.ere ln South Park ln 1863, wae ln
thlE part of the country durlng the ear3.y 60 | s. He and another person
t?ere oamped on Currant 6reek northeast of the present toryn of callda,
on & huntlng and proBFeotlng tr1p. Shl1e there, a, band of 50 or 60
Cheyenne Indl&ns came to thelr cemF an'1 wanted eomethlng to eat. The
band w&s mad"e up ent lrely of bucks wlth no sguews alcng, and. elnce lt
lttr&s on Ute terrlt ory lt wes evldent t o Lamb and, hls coilpanl on that they
were out on a raldl - Lamb w&s frlendly to the Utee, ano after the
Cheyennes hao. lef t hle camp and lt wa.s euf f lclent&y dark that be could.
travel wlthout belng detected., he made the trlp to the car4p cf a large
band of Utes un$er the command of Chlef Calorado some 10 or 1A mlles
dlet*nt . Ile r es,ched. C olorado I s csmp ahout nldnlght . There uae a.
eolltary InSlan guar$lng the ponles a,nd. the rest were asle*gi He

. The Incllan polnt ed out
went there, awoke hlm, a,nd tnf orraed hlm

ln regard to the Cheyennes. lle etatdd. that ln two nntnuteE the entlre:
oamp wa,B ln a,n uproar. It w&s toa dark to set out lrnmedlately, t:ut
they were after the Cheyennee by dayllaht, sRcounteres them the foLlowlng
day, and d,efeated tbem" Lamb clalme* 0CILorado never forgot thls fevor.
&everal years later r lre became lost whlle rnaklng a wlnt er trlp through
$outh Park country, but f lna11y happened upcn Colorado I g cfr,mp. Col"o-
ra0o extended hln & very hearty welcome and f ed and oareC f or hlrn untll"
he was able to contlnue on wlth hls trlp.

In 186? or t 68, Jobn M cPherson, grand.f ather of Arthur l{ut chln-
gon, sstabllehed the flrEt pcst offloe 1n thle sectlon'of the country.It w&s & few mlles to the eouth of the preeent town of Buena Vista, bn
the Arkonsae Rlver, and w{r.s called l{eLene. At that t i.nE the mall weg
brought ln from falrplay to Helena, then d.own the ArkarreeE abd lnto the
San Lule Valley t o Saguacbe and Del Nort e. He etated hts grand.f ather
wete lnetrumental ln the etartlng of a, nunber of other p0at offlces ln
thle Eeetion. A smaLl nucleus of eettlerg would beoome eetabllehed,
whereupon they w ould, aek f or a poet off lce. The Fostat of f lclials woulct
lnstruct John McPherson to look lnto the matter to tsee thether & poet
offlce wsle justlfled., whlch quite often would be foll.owed. by the

lo\o*on
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ests,bltshment of an offlce and the appolntment of a poet master.
One luclt post of f 1ce was establlehed.- bn whilt ls now tne Scanga plaoe
on tbe tr,ltt l"e Arke.neae ln 1,868. It ws,s cal1ed $outh *rkan[asl and
I3o Klng was tbe f lret poet n&.ster. The ma11 was rather llghi lnthose days. lle meatloned that after lra Klng had. been post*ma,gter
& ehort tlme he 46stlcd to 

- 
glve tt uF. He ciime down to the Ucphirsonp laoe wlth fr, small box r,rn*er hle arn, whlch contalned a1l of th; matlon hand at the offlce. I{e turneC. over to John McPherson, Btatlnghe wonted to repign , that he wnls not suf f i clently re*,Llcatedn -a; u*** Fpoet roaete3, wbereupon & Successor w&,8 appolnted. tfre Mexloans whowere ln the qount ry_ at that t bne alwaye rbferred. to the ttt 6.e Arkaneas

-49 tlre nRio $lpeste n and also t o the ioet of f lce by the sams n,ff,me, proba,*
lfy havlng reference to the ouratlve propertles of-the water from-Poncha Sprlngs along thls rlver. '

?he f lrst eett lerg c,n the qouth Arkaneas rlver (lf ttl e Arkaneas)were Sqt Rlch and Bob Hendrlcks, who bullt a cabln on the eLte of thepfgsent town of Poncho. $pllnger ln 18s5. Later, *t ln 1g6g, nich--eold htstreq}at!_""s_rlgfrtbn t6 ioseph Huichtneon. Rtoh was qulte poppular wlth the IIte Indlane, wlth whbm he went i:y the nff,me of t'N;;:"I*i n.
Af ter the ldcpher sono mcved. t o thg Rich pf aci, f i*i*ns camlng tn unew,ilroof the chango woFld. Bey: nThle $&v-&-eite ci*p. - ThreJ iieeps, ycuBo. s&v-a -ot heap good. ma,nr you nc go ccl.'n 

-

A ftfl yea,rs later aln electlcn preclnct wa.e eetabLlehedr sx-tendlng from Brownrs Creek to tbe Saguabhe County line and from theF'remont County li.ne to the Utah Sta,t; 1ine. At tlre flret eLectlonelght votes were caet. $ett lement yra,s slow 1n 'thig part of theArkaneas valley ln the Late 60 | e and early ?nt s, and wa,s conf lned.entlrely to landg tnned.lately adJacent to- the sf,reame. J. E. Gorrell
wa.s on the. present Veltry -place and Wllllam Bale oocupled the preeenttterllng Jonee rench. frbah Baer had. settled. sn a, tract of land. whlchhae slnce been spllt up lnto several ranches. $tle Ehlte, whoee landhaE aleo elnoe been d.lvlded lnt o geveral ranchee, was here, and" Johntclhlrrlt seloon owned the present $tarbuck, Dobnte, Fu1l6r, plrnpion,
en$ {ey ranches, and, the ground now owned. by th* cf ti of Salid.a,. Jos-
eph tlut chlnson owned, the Fresent Hutchlnson- plage, air6. the tr{cPhersons
were located on the slte of the town of Ponclo $pitngs. John Burnetthas gettled on the Burnett ranch above poncho sFirng6; Jobn Mundlein
ffa,s located on hle present place; and the gooni- boy! 6n what le now theVelotta ranch. iFennoss ee orl ginally eet{ f ea on what ws,s af t erwar$e tbeSoab Basr ranch. " Chrlstensen was on the pr;eet t llutchlngon ranch &ehort t ime r1*g, Cox, and, shrtver were on tbc Sil#;-pru."", wheretho flrst post offlce wa,E eetabllghed,. .

tator Jamee Maxwell had. tt, and then lt ras so'ld. to peter

$ffi#ll'**. *,ff:'i;il"*ll*:i, (g;"*:l*fil:tr.ffi;llt, *:fi;it-F*i*i,,
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boye ca,me t o the eountry. John Vol"k ran a, blackgmlth shop
where Poncho Fprlnge now gtenig.

Over ln Adobe Park wsre Charles Feterson., ErH. Me0almont
(now the Glenn ranch) , Ton C;s.mercn, Ed Haylor, Jilmes Hule, O.E.
Itarrlngton, the Spraguee, Brlscoep, G€o. Wif llams, 0mettar - Itr'
Jahnscn, 

'l[m. Bs,con, - anC John Harurn, whc ha$ €rd J CIlnlng ranches t
John u'eIdon, a,nd, Bradt, who ma,C.e tlre Land 0f f lce surveys of thls
5,art of the country.

The oountry contlnued to settle up an* the polI bookg
of &Ln electlon heltl on $ctober 3, 1876, ehows 7l vcters ln the
$outh Askansas preclnct.

It Ua,s necessasy for John Matthewe to rnake a trlp baok
to Pueblo shortLy after hls a.rrlval here in 1874. As he we.s
rlrt vlng past *the Ccrrol,l place on the LLttle Arkansas, Mr. Gorrell
came out- and, aeked, hlrn where he wa,s golng. ltifatthewe lnf ormed
hlrn thot he was maklng a. Srlp to Puebl o, whereupon CorrelL aeked hlm
t o t a.ke ,.$ gO0rd f or hlii and deF'oslt lt ln the Ca,non C lt y nank at
Canon. Matt hews demurrer, lnf ormlng G orrelL that he YrELs a,

t ctal stronger to hlm and he dld not w*r.nt to sftcept the rncney.
Gorrell lnforrned hlm he woulrj rather take ehancee on hfun than have
the mcnsy about the cdbln. M*tthews took the &oney, deposlted lt
1n the Cancn Ctt y ,,ank ond upon hle return t o the Poncha ,sptlnge
ocuntlyr turned ovor the certlftcate of deposlt to Mr. Gorrell.

Among the happenlnge ln the 70fs, Mr. Hutchlneon
ment loned. the lnciCent of the two horse thleves who ucrs klllsd
nea,r the preeent t own of Buenil Vleta. They came f ronr the country
around foit Oarland, hotly ptlrsued by the sherlf f . At that t lms
Joe IIut chlneon had. a round-uF camp nea,r the pre sent Ve l"ot t a pl ace .
?he ehe rlf f ca,me t o ht s camp and deput t zed him, T om $alker, Mar lon
Bocner anS John McPherson. They overtook the two horse thleves
Just thls eld.e of Buena rflsta. They opened flre on Boone and.
*alker, who returne,l thq flre, kllltng both of thdn, whereupon lt
wa.s d"lscovered that one of the horse thlevgs was a, Ivoman d.reeged
ln manre clothee. They were burlerl un$er the large plne tree
ln. the gulctr just below the town of Buena Vlsta.

James Maxwell, the fatlrer cf Mre. John Furnett, dled
ln L8?0 at thelr place on the Llttle Arkangas. Mr. Hutchlnson
recal l-cd. Mr. Ma,xwe 11 be lng t aken serl ously t 11 , and, Jack Mc{r
Pherson maklng & night rlde to the Mayal place nsa,l Buena Vlata.
Mayal , who w:r.s one of the f lrst, lf not the f lret set tler ln that
part cf the country, had eerved &s e, nedleal rtndrnt offleer ln the
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F-rench a,rmy, . prlgr to hts comlng t o the Unlted" Statee. Mayelset out for the l{axrell pla.ce, but Maxwell dled, before or stroitty a,ftrrhls &rrlval.
M3. Hut chlnEon recal leC ma.ny exp*r!. ence s wlth the Ind lanEtn the ea,rly ?0 | e. Qutte of ten suppllee were st crec at tbeEurnott plaee for d.lstrlbutlon to the fnd"lans. I{e mentlone,,fl the:rather pool lPdgnent _ of tbe $overnment of f t cla,la ln the class of sup-pllea whtcb tbey woul'S buy and eend out for the Ind,la.ng. There '

would al,ways be a large guantlty of auga,r tn eacb tr conslgnmsnt.
The f nd.tana, of coursa, lnew l"lt tle or--not hlng of thq use 6f sugel
lP c ooklng. The barrel"s w srld. be rolLed. ouf of thffuarohouee,the ! 9pe knooked ln, and. then the s,gua,ws rsoulC all n#f p themeeivee,
ueuaLly vaetfru a great desl by sca{tertng lt d*haut the ground ln th*geleral soramble, and then they would bave & blg feed on frh*t wasloft.

lle reoalled, s, Lleutendant spear who qulte often mad,e
lhu lrfp through the country en route to the Uts Agency oR thetoe Plnog wtth whl ch he hs.d some connect lon. He 6t at bA Lleut enant
$pear oomrnonly st opped, wlth h1e grandparents ln maklng the trlpn
a,nct on Souc occa,slon ga,ve hle grandmother a, wonderful collecttonof 8ea shelLg. A number of - years later, a, lady w{ls vlelt lng
wtth- hle grandmotber and gre*tly admtre'X theae srreife, whlch ilsr6
on tbe rnant lepleoe, gtet tng they renlnd.ed her very nnuctr of someehells ehe has. ^SSthered na.ny yc&rs bef ore wlth a young Army 0f f l eeron the coa.et of Vlrglnta. Upcn Lngulry, tt was- fouiid tfrit thoyoung Army 0f f 1oi3 t I na&e was gpeer, and- these wsre the ss,ilno ahellg
ehe had oollected yrlth hlm.

Durlng 1s79 or t 80, there wa,s gulte a, eett lementcf nell-known and dlet{ngqfehed poople at Poncha $prlnge. Among
them woxe Boyd and ltay6$s of thq Boyd & Ilaynee $tafos tine, Van Kieeff
Jay*Cookr on? tlme goveinor. of _0h1o, whoai d.a,ughter wp,s eng*[e* - r'
t o fred Grant , son of General srant ; Je eeups'r' Jay soot t , 

'-tf,e

$agrudero of Ctvtl wa{ f pme , -on6 of ' the Crarnpi , 6f {rre"'C ramfr $htpYardg. Ito nent l oned. that Mre. Van Kle et I e- naars ws.s 0oo3.huep{ior to ftrer natrlage and she hed been presented to Queen Vtetorts,of gngland. He etited she ueed, t o glvb a, btg f eed, t o the nnf.*et --

about onsc '4, wcsk t o rhl eh everyon€ 6ou1c be {nvlt ed..

He mentloned that Oeneral Phtl gherldan c&me throughthle cor:ntry In _1879 on hls w{ily to the Ute peeervatlon to rcund.
9p the_ Indians for thelr trlp t o the new Heservatton ln Utah;
Seneral Crant passsq tlrggeh- on hle wey to take Clty tn l8g0,
and General eeorge F. lfic0le1lan also vielted the relron ln tbgt.
Rtcha;rd K. t'ot came to Gunnlson ln the earli daye a6out lBBa.
$us&n rr r Anthony_anS Lucy Stone ca,ms to Ponoha- $prlnge about the B&trretlme, a,nd E. A. Buck, edltor of the Splrlt Tlmee - of lrfew York, oa.mo toCunnlson and we8 lntereeted ln the Gunnleon Dernocrat for ma.ny y6a3Er



page I

The present Btsk Block ln Gunnlson ls named ln hle honor.

Ur. Ilutchlneon nent loned that the f lrgt lunberyardln thls co r.:ntry weq etsrted ln L8?9 at Poncha $prlnge by a Mr.
thomaa r &It uncle of Ne 11 Davenport. In 18?5'ihe f oone irotbershrd fl, tle ce,mp on South ArkanEas ne&r the preeent town of Oarfleld.IIe mentloned -havlng ln htE possegslon an o1C pa,per d.rq,wn up by hls
g_randf ather ffoFherson, who was a, Just loe of the" Peace an& Frobatc
Judge, bY whloh Boone Brothere stftned over e aertatn nunber of tleg
t o P party by 

- 
the n&mo of llunter - ln conslserat l on of 60 much monsyto be advanced to them. Tom $tarr eevsral. ye&,rE Later 6-tartcd-up a_ nt1l ne&r Mears Junctlon, whloh w&s operaied by trle uno1o,

fom Otena, rt'terward,s burned. to d.eath tn lfre Ponohi, sprlnqs firo,

The startlng of the llveetoek buelness was almoetsoncuffent vrt th the eettlement of the oountry. the f lret herd.
plougbt. ln sts by Tsnmsee ln the lat e 60 | s. Short 1y af t errarde ,hle f ather , Joe tlut chlnaon, brought ln some oat tl e and &urlng the
?0f s owned, the largeet treic ln tlre country. Moet of the set-
llgre, howevor, had from 150 to L?5 bead. 

- Joe Hutchlndon brandedgW oalvee from hA herd, d.urlng the Bummer of 08t6, aild 1l0O hcsdthe f ollowlng. orJrNl$ero Sone 
-"of tbe l{utcblneon aittle trere graaed,ln the vlctnlty of thelr ranch on the l,lt tle Arkans{&B r somc fn the

San LutE Vs,Iley, and. soec around. Kauf f man cut-of f , - At one t lue,Joe llutchlnson- conternpLated. the purchaee of tn* naca ,.r3iirlt ln $anI,ute Valley and egnt qqlley to lbok lnto the propoeltion ano to
mako an of f er of #3S'r 000 tf lt looked. al l rtgbt . 

- I{ut cblneon thoug}rttt srould make &n oxcel lent ebeep ra,nge , but f or som€ rea$on thc dcai
wa,g never oonEurrm*tsdr

At the tlme the onuntry wa,B eettled,, d,ser worc
v-ery plent lful. There were some elL, but no buf f alo, althoughthere wsro \ great nanlr buffalo ekulle around, the eountry. tr'romthe best lnf oimat lon rLtatnable at that tlnc f ron the In&:,tans, lt wa,E
reputed that there weE fl, vary sevele wlnter bach about lg44 ondpract lcally r11 of ths buf f alo perlshed.. 'r'he f ow renalntng oReEwerc extsrmlnatsd before thE comlng of the whtte ftoo'. Be[ver
Jrere ovorywhe{e p3.entlful and during the wlnter of 18?0 & trapper
Fy tle name of Wllson succeeded, tn Settlng 60 pelte from theLlttle Arkansas south D,f the HutahtnEon ratoh. - Antelope wors
Fartloularly plenttful ln the foothllls and valley couniry, andlarge hsrds w€re freguen!}y soen a,ror:nd trfieeourt plrk. - ff efring
Tes excepttonrflly good. tn both the $orth and $outh Arkans&sr EtOlt ffa,s not unoonrnon t o oa,t ch trout welghlng f our or. f lve pound,s rThls part of the corrntry wae sell-knowtr fOi tbc good.- 

- o*-icfree oftrout and peopLe_oa.me from mlloe mound to*cetp end fleh. Atone tlme ln the ?0rs a fleh oannlng faotory wn,s contemplated hers.
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Upon be lng asked regard.lng early f o re st f 1re s ,Mr. Hut *hJ.nson ment l oned count Ln4.the growth r lnge on a
plnl on tre e growlng f rom i{.n o1d bharred etump, whlch lndl-
cate,$. that a. flre ha$ swept througb thls eountry &s far
back &s 1733, He mentloned aleo that there 1e a layer of
charcoal thrse lnches thlck about ? feet below the suffacs
of the ground f rom the H11,1 place t o the !'alr prcunds,
lnClcated th,et ln pre-hletcrlc tfunes that part of the oouo-
try muEt have been beauvlly t lmbered, ant the t ilnber d€s-
trayed by & flre. It ls also rathor evld"ent that severe
eroslcn ln the mountalne mugt have f oll owetl thle f lre f ronn
the amount of sllt end soll whlch has slnce ilccuau.latect above
the oli sharcoal bed.

Mr, Hut chlnecn ment l cned that the Carneron re,ngo
Yras burned. over ln 1868 or | 69 and that the ro&r of the fla,rncs
aould be plelnly hearcl at thelr ranch on Llttle Arkansae.
0loveland Mountaln wir,s burned. over prlor to the settlernentof thecqrntry; Poncha Mountaln wee burned ln 18?9. Thls
TssLs known &s the yesr of very severe f lrea, w}:tch praet lcally
burned al l summer. There wa.s a denee pal 1 of smok€ , whtch
at tlmes entlrely obscured the Bun and '',ryhen ttre sun w&s vls-
lb1e lt had the eppear&noe of a, large red ball. Durlng thcday a denge o'olumn of gmoke rnore than two rnlles wkle coulC
be seen ro11 lng up tnt o the sklee. At nlsht there wa,s & redglare elmllar tc that of the ploturee of the eruptlon of Mt.
1,Ie guvlug. The flre on Bear Creek ocourred 1n 1E84, burnedpractlcally all summer, flnally sweeplng over the top of thsillvlde to the northweet slde of Method.lst Mountaln. The flre
on Pase CrEek wa,s etarted ln 1904, burne* two or thsee weeka,
after whlch a heauvy raln c&.rrs pn June 9th, whlch partly extin-
gul shed lt . Everyone thcught lt was out , but lat er lt etd.rtdd
up agaln and burned for several weeks longer befcre tt flnally
went out.
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