
S
TONE FROM THE trrE· TRAIL AREA via Salida
Granite Co. received national acclaim May 30, 1927,

when the Mormon Battalion Monument in Salt Lake 
Ci� pt�,. was, unveiled before a crowd of 15,000
people.. �,. Located on the southeast comer of the Capitol Build
ing)grounds in Salt Lake, the monument commemo
rate.s a 2,000 mile march that began in May of 1846
an�lasted until July 16, 1847.

During that march, Mormon volunteers in the U.S. 
Antjy took physical possession of much of the Mexican
owned �southwest for the United States during the 
Mexican War. And in addition, the Mormon Battalion 
then carved out the first southern wagon road to Cali
fornia. 

The- Mormon Battalion Monument to honor this 
endeavor cost $200,000 with the state of Utah paying 
half and with private subscription covering the remain
der.' 

Altht>ugh the id.ea was born in 1905, work didn't 
begin until 1920. The monument took five years to 
assemble with an additional two years for granite carv-

- ing. On June 8, 1927, Wesley King, vice president of, --� .
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the Mormon Battalion Monument Commission, wrote 
thanking F.W. Gloyd, president of Salida Granite Corp. 

We believe we have the very fine.st piece of sculptor 
work in the country and we feel sure also that we have 
the very fine.st and the be.st character of granite for this 
kind of a monument. It is beautiful almost beyond any 
power to describe and not only the members of the 
commission, but the citizens at large of the state of Utah, 
are delighted with and exceedingly proud of it. We feel, 
Gloyd, that we are most fortunate indeed in being able to 
secure your granite for this magnificent memoriaL 

The American Granite Association, in an article pub
lished October 4, 1927, in The Salida Mail, was profuse 
in its praise of the fine granite. The association said only 
two other quarries - both in Vermont - had stone 
which even approached the superior quality of that 
which went into the Mormon monument. 

Responding to a set of photographs sent to the 
American Granite Association in Washington, D.C., 
Lucian 0. Holman, secretary, said he had never seen 
pink granite of this type and wanted a sample. He wrote 
that the monument "is strikingly original in design and 
the carving around the base is executed with unusual 

delicacy and accuracy. I do not believe there is another 
piece of granite carving anywhere in the country done 
in such delicate detail." 

Holman added, "It is the general belief over the 
country that delicate carving cannot be executed in

granite. I believe that the marble people make a great 
deal of that point. We all know anything that can be

carved in marble can be carved in granite if it is 
p1anned, designed and executed with proper knowl
edge of the cutting of granite. Your Mormon Monument 
is good proof of that." 

The Mormon Battalion Monument took 22 standard 
gauge carloads - more than 439,000 pounds or about 
4,000 cubic feet - of Salida Rose Pink granite for the 
sculptural portion. 

The monument proper is constructed of 71 individ
ual stones. The largest is six and a half tons, and the 
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