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Turner and John Pedigo, . George Eichman has returned to his duties - damage resulted from a fire ear this
2 Mail printers, suffered as principal of Kesner Junior High School morning at the Main Bar on F StreetjSalida”
when a gasoline tank ‘after a siege of the flu. The home of Mr. and aotured a disting “achievement award
sed in a stereotype machine ‘Mrs. Conrad Gtﬂlifbtd_atl{oncha Springs was in the 1964 National Cleanest Town Contest.
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i and bedding were taken.)Firechiel’ Mi Worthy Advisor. Miss Emily D. Goode .
imping air into it. Water used | Myers reported a fire in a storage shed at the attended the symphony concert in Colorado -
the fire department soaked football field was caused by a cigarette Springs featuring Jose Sturbi, noted pianist. -
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PTER CREW and members of the
ch Ski  Patrol transfer the

“Copter lands in Salida ¢
§o transport ski -

~ waiting U.S. Army helicopter. -

A victim of a skiing accident
at the Monarch Ski Area was
rushed to Salida Sunday
afternoon and loaded into a

The Fort ' Carson ‘copter
attracted a large crowd
of spectators when it touched

. down in Salida Hospital’s rear

parking lot at 3:35, almost an
hour before a Monarch Ski
Patrol van arrived with the
patient.

Thomas Willett,
Pueblo, fractured

31, of
and

dislocated his left shoulder in a ‘

‘ fall;‘ ; s

¢

The

 Ski Patrol and was first to set

down at Monarch. Weather

‘copter was called by the .
in satisfactory condition.

stretcher bearing Thomas Willett to the
waiting ‘copter. B

victim

‘conditions, however, prevented
the helicopter pilot from

setting down there and he was -

re-routed to Salida.

Willett was loaded i a !
‘van and driven to Salida. The
t7;:30 .
~ and Willett was on his way to

'van arrived here at a

St. Mary-Corwin Hospital in
Pueblo in a matter of minutes.

Cruisers from the Colorado
State Patrol and the city police
department blocked the

parking lot to keep spectators

back from the ‘copter.

A Salida Fire Dartment

truck was alsoat the scene as a
precaution. o

Sunday night and was reported

-

Willett underwent surgery

Brush fire here
put out quickly
| Fire Department

a brush fire in

ex
short order Thursday.
The firemen arrived at the

property of Harry Bender at

The S_alida

about 5:30 and subdued the fire
in less than an hour. Some
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P el

A violent explosion
through the Salida Swii
Pool at 410 W. Rainbowt
at 9:10 this morning.

Huge concrete slabst
tossed and cracked all ¢

the pool )

the pool, was knocked

ground in a near-by offi,
. “I'was the only one ne
" pool, thank God. I
standing right therel
" minutes before it blew,)
' Browning, pointing at a g

)

r

‘ i
E“COHﬂJWON n nd to hel direct th leo " :
irts a gaping hole left in the operation. h B pondivs ;
 pool building. She was on 5
' i

1

! :

)

1

RED TILE_Firemen and members of the city
gmm of Public Works view the wrecked tile
bordering.-the pool. Pieces of the .tile were blown

' ByBrodieFarqide

No one was injured, alt
Robert Browning, mana!

- windows.

- windshield = makes

One wishes to be wanted,
needed, appreciated, and, if
the fates will it, to be adored.

To be adored....theught to be

special. The answer to all the

things one person feels is
needed in one other person. To
hold hands is special. To walk
side by side, no matter where
one goes, is special. In a room
together, whether with others
or just you two, is special. The
things one says to another for
no other ears. Special. What
would it be like?

Wake up, you dreamer. It is
six a.m. A hot cup of tea is just
the thing for a cold morning.
The snow casts warm shadows

_in the soft light you dress by.

Holding the steaming mug in
your hands youn glide to the
[ (You glide, I
stumble.) Ice on the car
silver
patterns in hair—line scrolls.
The porch steps are eovered
with a deep pile of frozen
= : -
) AN KC Iy




aind to  help direct the clean-up

yeration.

By BrodleFarquhar

A 'violent explosion ripped
through the Salida Swimming
Pool at 410 W. Rainbow Blvd.
at 9:10 this morning.

Huge concrete slabs were
tossed and cracked all around
the pool

No one was injured, although
Robert Browning, manager of
the pool, was knocked to the
ground in a near-by office.

“I was the only one near the
pool, thank God. 1 was
standing right there two
minutes before it blew,” said

Browning, pointing at a gaping

hole of concrete, dirt and
broken pipe.

‘““The force of the explosion
knocked me down in that room.
When I picked myself up, I
could swear I smelled
gunpowder,” said the shaken
Browning.

The Salida Fire Department,
Salida Police Department and
Sherriff Harold Thonhoff
quickly responded to the scene.

Various police and firemen
expressed doubt about
gunpowder or dynamite being
the cause of the explosion.

Several of the officers,
including Sheriff Thonhoff,
expressed the theory of a gas
explosion. It was noted that the
explosion seemed to follow the
path of a trench around the
pool.

f northwest of Salida early
saturday morning.
: : lida firemen received

ponded with three pleces of

the TIre DUrnImg upowemee.
Carstens is out of town.
The fire department re-
grted the fire had been
urning for some time be-
fore it was discovered and it
had spread throughout the
upstairs of the building.

Several officers believed that
some kind of gas could have
filled the trench, which then
exploded.

Just to repair the broken
concrete and tile, ‘‘would cost
$45,000, at a minumum,” said
Browning.

Police Chief Harry Cable
said, “I’m glad it didn’t happen
three months from now, with a
bunch of kids here. We could
easily have had many killed,
let alone the injuries. Heck, a
little later in the day, we could

have lost several city
imployees.”
Councilwoman Sunny

Waggoner, head of the city’s
swimming pool committee,
was in the thick of things,
helping to direct the cleanup
operations.

According to Fred Irvin, city
director of public works, the
water has been turned off, but
it will take two hours to drain.
“We’re investigating the cause
of the blast, and checking for
structural damage. We had
just remodeled the whole thing
for $70,000.00. What a mess,”
said Irvin.

At the time of the blast, said
Irvin, one of his city crews was
working in the pool’s locker
roo

sonic boom, until they heard |

everything falling. We're
really lucky no one was killed.”
said Irvin

“Well, the kids are going to
be out on the streets this
summer,” said Chief Harry
Cable “That’s bad news,” said
anotﬁer officer.

ms. ‘‘They thought it was a 4

equipment and 12 men. They
were on the scene until after

" Two young men in the
,Ause at the time of the

avens said when they woke
.j p the house was full of

Bob Freeman, fire cap-
tain, reported a possible
cause was a fire in the fire-
place had overheated the
roof. A total damage esti-
. mate has not been made.

drive is underway to
hect cash, clotpmg and

arted in the attic from sparks
om the fireplace, was report-
at 3 a.m. Saturday. The
arstens home was already
engulfed in flames when the
~fire department arrived
_ moments later.
~ “Everything was lost,” said
Rev. Arnold Boehnke of the
. First Lutheran Church. He is
~one of the coordinators of the
~ collection drive.

“They need everything,”
Rev. Boehnke added. ‘“They
will have to have e
you can use in a home:
clothing, kitchen items,

for Salida family
,f‘fter house fire

furniture and everything.”
Rev. Boehnke said that cash
contributions are also being
accepted. They are tax
deductable, he added.

According to Rev. Boehnke,
the Carstens family has no
place to put the donated items
at the moment. Names of
donors and descriptions of the
items are therefore being
taken now. The items will be
picked up later.

The pastor said that Mr. and
Mrs. Carstens are staying in a
small camper on their property
until more permanent living
arrangements can be worked
out. Their children, Joan, Jane
and Jim, are staying here with
relatives. ‘

Persons wishing to
contribute anything to the
drive should call 539-4311 or
539-4943.

_FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 1975 '

Stokes denies
fire statement’

Insurance evaluator John
Stokes denied today that he
made any comment regarding
‘“‘spontaneous combustion’’ in
relation to the flash fire at
Ideal Rooms here.

. A reference to spontaneous
combustion was indirectly
attributed to Stokes in The
Mountain Mail’s article about
the fire investigation on
Thuraday
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"de'stroys home

LB :‘d A(C-%l!) bF'n'e de-
~stroyed a ree-bedroom
e home owned by Ar-
«Carstens on Colorado

‘smoke and they could hear

the fire buming upstairs.
Carstens is out of town.
The fire department re-
rted the fire had been

ay morning.
- firemen received

m on the scene until after

‘%o young men in the
house at the time of the
blaze escaped uninjured.
ent Belden and Gary "
vens said when they woke

up the house was full of

urning for some time be-
fore it was discovered and it
had spread throughout the
upstairs of the building.

Bob Freeman, fire cap-
tain, reported a possible
‘cause was a fire in the fire-
place had overheated the
roof. A total damage esti-
mate has not been made.

TUESDAY APRIL 1,

- ASalida family whose home
was burned down Saturday is
g offered a helping hand.
drive is underway to
t cash, clothing and
: household items for

ﬁlree children.

The fire which may have
started in the attic from sparks
i m tlw ﬁrq)lace, was report-

engulfed in flames when the
fire department arrived
_ moments later.

_ “Everything was lost,” said
Rev. Arnold Boehnke of the
First Lutheran Church. He is
one of the coordinators of the
mﬁecﬂon drive.

 “They need everything,”’
Rev. Boehnke added. “They
will have to have everything
you can use in a home:
clothing, kitchen items,

1975

ynations sought
Salida family

gfter house fire

furniture and everything.”
Rev. Boehnke said that cash
contributions are also being
accepted. They are tax
deductable, he added.

According to Rev. Boehnke,
the Carstens family has no
place to put the donated items
at the moment. Names of
donors and descriptions of the
items are therefore being
taken now. The items will be
picked up later.

The pastor said that Mr. and
Mrs. Carstens are staying in a
small camper on their property
until more permanent living
arrangements can be worked
out. Their children, Joan, Jane
‘and Jim, are staying here W1th
relatives.

Persons wishing to
contribute anything to the
drive should call 5394311 or
539-4943.

_ FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 1975 '

Stokes denies

fire statement
Insurance evaluator John
m denied today that he
made any comment regarding
“spontaneous combustion” in
relation to the flash fire at
~ Ideal Rooms here. _
A reference to spontaneous
mlmtion was indirectly
attributed to Stokes in The
Mountain Mail’s article about

the fire investigation on‘

Thursday.

FREPLACE STANDS as mute sammal amidst the dobris of the shll smalderlng

Carstens house.

Area home gutted by Saturday hlaze

Fire raged through the
Arnold Carstens home,
Saturday morning, utterly
destroying the structure with
intense heat and leaping
flames.

Two Cars boys woke up
around 3:00 a.m. to a smoke-
filled house, and the noise of
fire in the attic. The Salida Fxre

SNIFF!  One of the

investigates the smell of cooked food
‘eminating from the family freezer. The

family

Department responded to 11180

Highway 291, by 3:15 a.m.,

according to the fire report.
The fire was burning

throughout the house, and had

broken through the roof, by the
time the trucks had arrived.
The firemen pumped 3400
gallons on the blaze, although it
was already a total loss. The

cats cat was

conflageration.
Hasselbrink.

firemen came back. twice,
Saturday, to douse the embers.

According to the report, the
fire apparently started in the
roof or attic of the home.
‘Firemen believe that sparks
from the fireplace may have
started . the blaze. The
Carstens were out of town at
the time.

in the
by Carl

szlighly singed
Photos
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Arson is suspected
in explosion,

f i

An exceptionally hot fire
flashed through the Ideal
Rooms above the Collegiate
Photography store at 212 F St.
Tuesday night.

Arson is. suspected, and the
matter is under -investigation
by Salida Police and the
Chaffee County Sheriff’s office.

At 9:36 p.m. Tuesday the fire
” was first reported. By the time
¢ firemen were at the scene,
most of the fire had died out.
One room was still in flames,
but that was extinguished in
* ten minutes with hand
: sprayers, said fire chief
Charles Culp.

The strange thing about the
: fire was its brief and fiercly hot

reached 1,000 degrees
and charred wall paper,
plaster, paint and wood,
. virtually within a second.

According to Culp, the

explosion itself blew out most
.| of the flames.
. “I can’t find a hot spot, a
.| place where the fire could have
originated. Therefore, I think
we’re talking about a
spontaneous combustion of
some highly flamable vapor or
gas,” said Culp.

Owned by Joseph Stewart,
the Ideal Rooms have been
unoccupied for several months.
No one was injured in the
blaze. Sheriff Harold Thonhoff
said he would ask the Colorado
Bureau of Investigation to send
__an arson investigator,

The Ideal Rooms are
located above and next to the
First National Bank of Salida.
No connection between the
bank and the possible arson
has been established by the
authorities. ;

SEARING HEAT charred wood; paint; wallpaper and
plaster in a flash explosion in the Ideal Rooms. This room
was the only room still on fire when firemen arrived. The
explosion had blown out the rest of the blaze.

remenants of an explosive second of

DALI MASTERPIECE, or a firey prank?
heat and flame.

The heat of the blaze melted plastic over
the sink in a surrealistic nightmare; the

CBI | iaki]“’ Pk e

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 1975 |
DA

April 3, 1965 3
assisted by Anthony Perea,

Of expl()tc College, practice student

hing Longfellow students for
PUC sets

"’k meet. Gail Ann Morrison of
nd Gary Shepard of Salida are
. and Mrs. Albert Clanton are
__Jaughter born yesterday. Mrs.
-/ substituting at the high school

‘explosion. Culp estimated that .
the flash explosion eﬁl&ﬁ%e

Farenhiet. The flash crisped

hearing

price Iliké ' loccia, who injured his ankle.

The  Public ,Utiliii;s mation

Commission will hold a hearing
‘May 7 on a proposed gas price
adjustment by Salida Gas
Service Co. ; :
According to president
Frank Chelf, Salida Gas has to
absorb 13 increments in the
price of natural gas in the past
18 months. e
“When our suppliers hit us
with a cost increase, we would
like to pass that * on,

automatically, to our
eustomers,’”’ he siad. “We
simply cannot afford to absorb

cost increases. Our proposal is
not to make a profit, but simply
to stay even in our income-
expenses picture,” g

_ According to the PUV, any
interested person, firm or
corporation is invited to
participate in the hearings at
10 a.m. at the Columbin
Building, 1845 Sherman Street,
Denver. '

Q. What is the minimum re- |
bate? |
A. The law established $100
as the minimum rebate unless

the taxpayer’s 1974 tax was less
*w —Mmon inm arhinh_avent the
Stewart Mortuary that, in his

opinion, the fire was due to
spontaneous combustion. When
they asked him what caused
the fire, he expressed no
opinion, according to one of the
employees.

“The rooms are owned by
Joe Stewart, operator of the
mortuary.

Except for the burned room,
which had had its window

blown out, most of the damagé
was confined to walls and
ceiling above three feet in
height.

MONDAY, APRIL 7, 1975

Police need public’s help
Sheriff Harold Thonhoff has asked for the

community's help in a

pprehending the arsonist =

responsible for last week's fire at the Ideglj i

Rooms.

: S
Salidans are urged to contact the authorutie&% ' 4

they have any infor
‘pertinent.

The police want to know if any one was seen

in the vicinity of the
Tuesday night shortly

mation which might be

fire at 212 F Street lost
after 9. The arsonist we

probably carrying a container of some sort.

The police also hope that merchants who

have sold a small

Coleman stove fuel shortly before the tim
the fire will contact them. el

The police are anxiously awaiting any
Sheriff Thonhoff has said that even a small pie
of information may help unravel the myste
and bring the arsonist to justice.

Arson is seldom taken as seriously ¢

nature of the crime

Salida was fortunate this time. Had the
not been quickly reported, it could easily
spread throughout several downtown st
Property damage could have been far g

There is the danger of personal injur
Firemen risk their lives when battlinga b
major proportions, and innocent bystan
residents are also victimized when an ar

work rages through

Let's help the police solve this crime be
the arsonist strikes again.
Next time we may not be so

amount of gasoline

deserves.

a building.

fortunate.




suspected
ion, fire

An exceptionally hot fire
flashed through the Ideal
Rooms above the Collegiate
Photography store at 212 F' St.
Tuesday night. '

Arson is. suspected, and the
matter is under investigation
by Salida Police and the
Chaffee County Sheriff’s office.
. At9:36 p.m. Tuesday the fire

was first reported. By the time
firemen were at the scene,
most of the fire had died out.
One room was still in flames,
but that was extinguished in
ten minutes with hand
sprayers, said fire chief
Charles Culp.

The strange thing about the
fire was its brief and fiercly hot

-explosion. Cul ,esﬁma!ﬁ‘éi it
the flash explgsion could have
Teached 1,000 degrees
Farenhiet. The flash crisped
" and charred wall paper,
plaster, paint and wood,
- virtually within a second.

According to Culp, the
explosion itself blew out most
of the flames.

. “I can’t find a hot spot, a

. place where the fire could have

originated. Therefore, I think

we’re talking about a

spontaneous combustion of

. some highly flamable vapor or
. gas,” said Culp.

Owned by Joseph Stewart,
the Ideal Rooms have been
unoccupied for several months.
; No one was injured in the
ooms. This room  plaze, Sheriff Harold Thonhoff
nen arrived. The  said he would ask the Colorado
laze. Bureau of Investigation to send

__an arson investigator,

The Ideal Rooms are
located above and next to the
First National Bank of Salida.
No connection between the
bank and the possible arson
has been established by the
authorities. ;

wallpaper and

remenants of an explosive second of
heat and flame.

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 1975 |

PUC sets; |

“price hike

hearing

The Public | Utilities
Commission will hold a hearing
May 7 on a proposed gas price
adjustment by Salida Gas
Service Co. ; :

According to president
Frank Chelf, Salida Gas has to
absorb 13 increments in the
price of natural gas in the past
18 months. el

‘““When our suppliers hit us

with a cost increase, we would
like to pass that on,
automatically, to our
customers,”’ he siad. “We
simply cannot afford to absorb
cost increases. Our proposal is
not to make a profit, but simply
to stay even in our income-
expenses picture,”’ A
_ According to the PUV, any
interested person, firm or
corporation is invited to
participate in the hearings at
10 a.m. at the Columbin
Building, 1845 Sherman Street,
Denver. ‘

B

\C{Blial{ing over lf’l'(.;e

of explosion, fire here

_The investigation of Tuesday
night’s flash-fire at the Ideal
Rooms is now in the hands of
‘the " Colorado = Bureau of
Investigation says Police Chief
Harry Cable.

“They came by yesterday
and picked up all the lab
samples they’ll need,” said
Cable. “They should be able to
tell us what caused the fire in
two weeks or so.” '

Insurance evaluator John
Stokes told employees of
Stewart Mortuary that, in his
opinion, the fire was due to
spontaneous combustion. When
they asked him what caused
the fire, he expressed no
opinion, according to one of the
employees.

“The rooms are owned by

Joe Stewart, operator of the
mortuary.

Except for the burned room,
which had had its window

blown out, most of the damage
was confined to walls and
ceiling above three feet in
height.

MONDAY, APRIL 7, 1975

Police need public’s help

sheriff Harold Thonhoff has asked for the
community's help in apprehending the arsonist

Fire chief Charles Culp has
hazarded the opinion ‘that a
flammable gas or vapor had
filled the rooms within three
feet of the floor. When it |
exploded, it blew the fire out, |
except in the room with the
broken window.

Apparently, those windows §
allowed the entrance of
oxygen, which kept the room
ablaze.

No damage estimate has
been released.

-

CHARRED ROOMS—Police and Fire cause of
Department . officials today are fire at t
continuing an investigation into the floor at

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 1975

- City fire investig

responsible for last week's fire at the Ideal Lt

Rooms. , ]
Salidans are urged to contact the authorities if

they have any information which might be
pertinent. A
The police want to know if any one was seen
in the vicinity of the fire at 212 F Street last
Tuesday night shortly after 9. The arsonist was
probably carrying a container of some sort.
The police also hope that merchants who may
have sold a small amount of gasoline or
Coleman stove fuel shortly before the time of
the fire will contact them. AT
The police are anxiously awaiting any clue.
Sheriff Thonhoff has said that even a small piece
of information may help unravel the mystery
and bring the arsonist to justice.
Arson is seldom taken as seriously as the
nature of the crime deserves.
salida was fortunate this time. Had the fire
not been quickly reported, it could easily have
spread throughout several downtown stares.
Property damage could have been far greater.
There is the danger of personal injury, too.
Firemen risk their lives when battling a blaze of
major proportions, and innocent bystanders on’d
residents are also victimized when an arsonist’s
work rages through a building.
Let's help the police solve this crime before
the arsonist strikes again.
Next time we may not be so fortunate.

: ;A»v,:_weikbﬂ ' iilvestigﬁﬁbn
into the fire which swept
through the Ideal Rooms here

" at212 F St. has not produced
~ any substantial leads, Chaffee
County  Sheriff

i Harold
Thonhoff said this morning.
A Preliminary report by the

~ Colorado Bureau of Inves-

tion revealed last week

at the April 1st fire was the
work of an arsonist.

The blaze caused extensive

damages to the unoccupied

roo: .s, which are located on

the second story of the building -

ousing the Collegiate
! aphy store.
The sheriff said today that

mpered by few

> »¥ X
- there has been some public prob
response to his request for ' the
information, but that no solid ‘“fla
clues have been uncoverd. prev

The arsonist. apparently
entered the rooms through a Th
window from the: roof of the roon
First National Bank building seve
next door. He doused the rugs that
with gasoline or perhaps fire”
Coleman stove fluid before half
lighting the blaze, the CBI Sc
o

‘Thonhoff said that the und:
container in which the indi
flamable liquid was carried gene
has not yet been found. exp]

A more detailed report will caus



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, 1975

Firemen called
for gas spill

The Salida Fire Department -

was called at 3:15 Tuesday

afternoon to a potentially

dangerous leak of propane
* liquid in the 100 block of West

First Street.
Workmen had been digging
o\;:e a ltgo;yo-%;l::n propane tank,
when e the gauge and e
:@pp'e;l the tank over. When \
iquid propane began to spill ! o :
upon the ground, the workmen ‘ Dllmp site
called the fire department. ‘
The firemen called Salida hours
i Gas.‘ }?to t;nd proceded to 2‘
uprig e tank, which
stopped the leak. The firemen are ’cut ; 8
then advised the workmen to The operating hours of the| Z
pump out the propane. Chaffee County waste disposal| {3
4 plant will be curtailed in June. | O
= The county board of ‘a
commissioners decided|"
Tuesday that the plant’s hours' »>
- would be from 7:30 a.m. until8 3
p.m. daily beginning June 1st. =
A large trash fire at the site“tN
this past Sunday was of the
factors in the commissioner’s
decision. It was the second 3
large blaze since the plant went | ~
into operation less than a year <
ago. |
The commissioners said that °

the cause of the two fires has

not been determined, but the

board indicated that the plant
| needs more supervision.

The site is currently open on
a 24-hour basis. The board in-
dicated that other matters,
notably the clean-up of the
area, influenced its decision.

cause of Tuesday night's explosion and
fire at the Ideal Rooms on the second
floor at 212 F. St.

D ROOMS—Police and -Fire
ment . officials today are
tinving an investigation into the

gﬁﬁm_pnesom, APRIL 9, 1975

Q'W»«fﬁcg Aol 4 RY o
Police seek clues
in city arson cas

y fire investigation

mpered by few clues

T iy R .
Ty : & ",‘;f"m"f“’m‘%u: g4
probably be mrudim by
to his request for ' theCBI, and the poss ility of a

eads, Chaffee
‘ Harold

- container

_ information, but that no solid

clues have been uncoverd.

The arsonist apparently
entered the rooms through a
window from the: roof of the
First National Bank building
next door. He doused the rugs
with gasoline or perhaps
Coleman stove fluid = before
lighting the blaze, the CBI

‘Thonhoff said that the
in which the
flamable liquid was carried
has not yet been found.

A more detailed report will

“flash fire and explosion,” as
previously %eported,may be
ruled out.

The type of damage to the
rooms which were most

severely burned may prove

that the fire was not a “flash
fire” but had burned for up to a
half an hour. :

Sources say that melted A

plastic curtains in rooms

" undamaged by the actual blaze

indicated that intense heat was
generated and that a rapid
explosion would not have
caused such heat.

. The Colorado Bureau of
' Investigation has reported that

the flash fire which damaged

! the Ideal Rooms in downtown

Salida Tuesday night was an
arsonist’s work. - ;

Chaffee County Sheriff
Harold Thonhoff said this
morning that the problem now
lies in discovering who set the
blaze.

“we're looking for some
community cooperation on
this,”” said the Sheriff. “If
anyone has seen anything
which might provide us with a
clue, we want to hear about it.”
Thonhoff late Wednesday with
its preliminary report. After

‘analyzing carpet samples

‘collected from the burned
rooms the CBI reported that
gasoline ‘was probably the
combustion agent.

perhaps some one saw some

body carrying-a container that -

might have held that kind of
fuel in the vicinity on the night
of the fire,” Thonhoff said.
The Sheriff also is seeking
information about any sales of -
such fuel shortly before the
time of the explosion and fire.
At this point Thonhoff said,
law ~enforcegient authorities
have no solid clues to pursue.
No likely motive for the blaze
has been advanced, he added.
" Thonhoff said that entrance

to. the unoccupied rooms was

probably gained through a
onto the reof of the First
National Bank next door.
 The Sheriff said that the CBI
report indicates that the
arsonist saturated the rugs
with the fuel.

The explosion and fire was

The report said that the fuel repo at 9:36 p.m. Tuesday,
might have been ethyl regular but.the‘foree of the blast had
white gas or perhaps Coleman extinguished most of the blaze
stove fluid. : by the time that Fire

. “We’re hoping now that

Department personnel arrived.
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Fire gu

ts coop

at Roley ranch

The Salida Fire Department
was summoned late Thursday
night to battle a smokey blaze
at the Roley Egg Ranch.

The firemen arrived at the

scene at 11:30 p.m. after a

Chaffee County sheriff’s
deputy called in the alarm.
They fought the fire for two

W. was unsure of the
amount of dollars-and cents
damages this morning. “It's
just one big mess, though,” he
added. :

Roley and fire department
personnel suspect that the fire
ignited during fumigation of
the chicken coop.

Roley said that, fortunately,
the coop empty. He was
piping tra exhaust fumes

into the building to
exterminate rats and other
pests, preparing the coop for a
new shipment of pullets.

~ It is thought that the exhaust
pipe generated enough heat to

“I've been doing that for

years without any trouble,”
said Roley. “Nothing like this
“everiappened before. You ¢an
bet, though, that I'll never try
\ it again.” - ’
The new shipment of
chickens was due to arrive
Saturday morning, but Roley
has postponed the order. “If I
can get some help and get this
building back in shape,” he
said, “T’ll re-order.”

The fire was confined to just
the one coop.
e
Wy -
e : 5
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Representatives of the State Board of
Health inspected deficiencies at Salida
Hospital. A marriage license was issued this Department of the names. How

City firemen
finish first
at field day

GUNNISON—Salida Fire
Department members and
volunteers placed first in the
overall competition at the
annual San Luis Valley
Firemen'’s Field Day here. .

Salida’s competition squad
included captain Jim Gray,
Fred Smith, Bill Smith, Wes
Wagner, Tim Nelson and Ken
McCormick.

The Salida team was first in
the “wet test,”” the motor
replacement dirll, and the

change-over exercise. The

team also placed third in line-

laying drills and in stationary
apparatus maneuvers.

Among other
departments competing were
those from Alamosa, Center,
Monte Vista, Gunnison, Del,
Norte and La Jara.

-
June 13;
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July 8, 1965 7
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Mooney are home
from Europe where they enjoyed a 21-day
tour. In Graz, Austria; they spent a week with
their son, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Mooney. Bill is

engageg in tri rk and his wife is an
opera si e city firem i
e of . Harriet Alexander at 1043 F
Street to destroy a nest of hornets that had
-gathered in the foundation.

TUESDAY, JULY 8, 1975«

To the Editor: '

. In_answer to the recent

‘ ghcle in therl:rfomtain Mail on
' the person who s at the
local Fire bepaul,"éggxt and
asked for directions to McCoy
reet, I would like to make a
ent on the situation.

The people who own some of
the land around the City of
Salida, decide to subdivide
their land into housing tracts,
or trailer courts. They lay out
their land, make improvemtns,

.. and create streets and proceed

to name these streets for their
use. :
After the streets are named,
they fail to notify the local Fire

week to Elizabeth Ann Woolmington of then, may I ask are we, your
Nathrop and James L. Thompson of Phoenix, 10cal firemen supposed to know

'which in turn should

‘Department

ok ?ife Chigf_ﬁﬁpiies

where these streets are
located? :
These street names and’

" locations should be given to the

personell at the Court House to
be put on an official map,
be
~the Fire
~and law
enforcement personell. If this
is done. 1 am sure that if
someone comes in or phones in
an emergency, we of the Fire
Department will know just
where that street is located.

The above named street is
not on any of the maps that are
now in possession by the Salida
Fire Department.

-s- Charles R. Culp, Chief

provided to

Arizona. An auto accident 7% miles west of

Salida on .County road 120, caused a -

firemen, will represent the Salida Fire
Department at the State meeting in Cortez

THURSDAY. JUNE 26, 1975 |

WRAP-UP—Joe Chacon moves in with a fire hose to
douse the smouldering embers inside the burned coop.

in the Colorado S,tatoa

won first place
- ament for the second

‘Firemen’s Tourn
éar in a row.
o

1 state

; ; g
artment placed in two lay, fire fighting maneauvers
: i o points that involve many steps of
action.

Seventeen teams from

o Colorado’s small departments

Fire Department mem

Fred Smith and Jim Gray (left

t,
Salida, came ba
with another chamj

the Colo z d e -: 5 r
?“i:!enmen’s Convention, Fire GrayandWesW won the entered the three-man division
School and Tournament. i O\re:{-all'ﬁ cha of mﬁﬁmm; R
‘Entering a three-man team rst South Arka .
o South  Arkansas 5;7&? and thrid i place in 1971 and also in 1974.

the South  Arkansas

AXE WOPK—Jim Gray is enveloped in smoke as he pries
with an axe atop the burning chicken coop.

Saligla Fire Department




W“’"’

three times and was
ly deteriorating.
purchased was a new
orinator for the water
rtment at a cost of $845.
~ The council directed the city
ire department to flush out
er mains
re chief Charles Culp said

e ——

main clogged the hose on a
: “truck during a recent

3 mfire Culp said he took out
‘nearly a half-gallon of plastlc
ieces when the truck was
At the request of Lynn
Alexander  of  United

pipe liner from the

spent by Salida

Constructnon, the' council
agreed to look into changing
the terminology of water

development fees—or water £

tap fees.

Alexander said that present
terminology created problems
when dealing with federal
lending agencies.

The council agreed ,

. establish a sewer district ahng i

16th Street. Jim McCormiek,

also of United, said his firm is_

planning to Mw'm
on 16th Street. i

A written request |

madé before action ﬁh.

taken.

T
Local drive planned

~ The Salida Fire Department
~will assist in the local
. campaign for Muscular
§ quphy here starting
E , Aug. 30th.
k Wthlheﬁ'hghts flashing and
E sirens sounding, the fire trucks
‘ uw!ﬂ( transport  youthful
i the streets
tm!k as they collect

’
,l
}
o
}

i 'ﬂn loeai, campaign will
ontinue from 8 p.m. Sunday,

Aug 31, unt tpm Monday,

Sept. 1, with the telephone

pledge drive, .

‘mefeleplme campaign will

correspond with the nationally
televised  Jerry Lewis
Telethon. The annual telethon
will be carried over KOAA,
Channel 5, Pueblo, and KMGH,
Channel 7, Denver. Salida’s
exchange numbers are 539-4401
and 539-4800.

Drive-up donations will also
be accepted at three locations:
the junctions of Ninth and F
Streets, Oak Street and
Highway 291, and Highways
291 and 50.

The co-chairmen of the
Salida drive are Lu Saucke and
Vera Kroeger.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1975 |

“Firemeh

put out

vehicular blaze

Salida and South
: t&& ﬁrq depnrtnzenta

November

vehicleowned by Aggie Aluise
and driven by Pat McBride

3 burnmla mﬂceut.

* McBride told ﬁremen and'
police .that the accelerator
became stuck. When he finally

' stopped the vehicle, smoke was

pouring from the engine, which
quickly burst into flames. |

Damage was estimated at
$1000. The cause was thought to
be a short in the wiring. \

On Wednesday afternoon, the
Salida department had a short
run over to Salida cable TV, 238
F St. The owner, Ben Gray, had
smelled smoke. It turned out
that a coffee pot had
overheated and melted the
plastic casing.

4, 1965

D. L. Figurski, former Chaffee comty
extension agent, received dil ng

Jazs

V‘dQUf\Q/

e ¥

) N

6(11-\ dv O

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 19754

County may glve
$440 to firemen

The Chaffee County board of
commissioners agreed
Tuesday to consider budgeting
$440 for the South Arkansas fire
protection district.
= Fire Chief Charles Culp told
the board that $200 was needed
to purchase protective clothing
and safety equipment for the
firemen, and that $240 more
was needed to cover the
volunteers’ gas expenses.

. The funds, if approved,
would be mcluded in the budget
for fiscal 1976.

November 14, 1965
A $60,000 fire struck Angelo’s Shavano
Restaurant and Lounge on U.S, Highway 50 at
- Poncha Springs around midnight Sunday. The
blaze virtually leveled the restaurant which
was operated by Joe Coffee.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1975,

| Béneht fllm
“will be shown

A movie,  ‘‘African

Salida Vommr
Deptt‘tm&t.

e, Expedition,” has been slated
' for viewing Wednesday night
/ as a fund raising benefit for the .

Fire ]

The movie will be shown at
the high school audiﬁm‘ium at

7:30 p.m.

wildlife ‘scenes

are

portrayed throughout the
movie, filmed during a safari

in Africa. .
Proceeds will toward
purchase of safety emﬂment.

helmets, coats and}boots

the firemen.

Cost of tickets are $2 for
adults and $1 for children

under 12.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1975 __

Fire destroys

city man’s car

The Salida Fire Department
responded to an alarm at 8:30
p.m. Monday at 15th and H
Streets

Firemen arriving at the
scene found a 1965 Ford owned
by Wilbur “Red”’ Frie.ndof 1511
I St. ablaze.

The fire apparently started
after wires beneath the dash
shorted out. Fire Department
spokesmen  said that the

interior of the car was’
completely “gutted” and that!

the car was a total loss.
Firemen were at the  scene
for about 15 minutes.

» Wednesday, October 29, 1975

N

Fire destroys

Salidan’s car
SALIDA (C-SJ) <A fire

.gutted a car owned by Wilbur :

Friend of Salida Monday -
night at 15th and H Street.

Salida Fire Depanment
reported the fire apparently
started under the dashboard
when wires short-circuited.
The 1965 auto was listed as a
total 'loss and no injuries
were reported.

‘0[0)) ‘oqang ‘ureldy) ojqang Yy -




bachelor of arts degree from winter wedding is planned. ret

— With Our Sincere 7710”}33 3k

The Salida Volunteer
z Fire Department %
would like to

l Salida High School and received her completmg electromcs school A I

thank the
— | citizens and L e
—1| merchants of .
Salida for their (1198‘%
support of our ,.e:;‘
Dance. . 4* A
“Serving you for a cleangl S
7 and safer environment. : ofg;
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Not sure what all the fuss is about, Jeff Post, son of Salida
Police Chief Leonard Post, displays the first-place ribbon he
won in the Salida trike race.

Article and photos by Dick Dixon

Somewhere in the fog of high-pressure water is a
five-gallon bucket which opponents in the keg fight
are trying to force to the other end of the wire. The

: Salida Jaycee possee

Fun-filled days mark

centennial celebration

for Salida community

Salidans simmered and burned in 96 degree heat and men lost
their beards while people took to the streets in their beds.

Dancehall girls cavorted openly in Riverside Park, and firemen
gave up their hoses to children (and a few adults) who had a wild
time shooting water over much of a city block. A gang of more than
60 cyclists took over the city’s main street for most of one afternoon,
and the Evans gang rode out of the hills to litter streets and a
peaceful park with bodies shot full of bullet holes.

Indians abducted innocent bystanders twice in two days, and a
state level politician arrived.

Railroaders laid only one section of track, almost 100 dogs and

other animals ran loose and Salida Police kept a low profile and .

grinned. More than 1,000 balloons soared high above the heads of
watching children.

The sharp putt-putt of a little gasoline engine rose above other
noises as children in a tiny car drove wobbly circles in the street.

And Mayor Edward Touber and Centennial Chairman Carol
Kellerman drove a golden spike commemorating the whole thing!

Everybody grinned. joked and gawked at the people in funny
costumes which looked at least 100 years old. It was Salida,s once-
in-a-hundred-years blowout held July 5 and 6.

Mood for the weekend was historic, hectic, and at times hysteric
as entries in the “Great Centennial Bed Race’’ ran amok on the five-
block course. Entertainment was light, fun and geared to children
who seldom had trouble convincing members of the ‘‘older
generation’’ to j Jom in.

Kids even got in on the adult acts such as the spike driving contest
Sunday afternoon, and they twisted their faces in exhaustion and
pain as they attempted to drive heavy spikes with heavier mauls
reminiscent of the narrow gauge railroads which were responsible
for the founding of Salida on Oct. 4, 1880.

Thick shade shrouded Riverside Park and kept the heat from
burning participants to a crisp, but those who wanted, lolled in open
spots, touching up already dark suntans. A highlight of the weekend
was a drunken Judge Beam, played by Roger Cox, who jailed more

- than 160 citizens between nips on his bottle of amber fluid. More

than one man in the crowd glanced quickly right and left and took a
short snort from the bottle when the judge’s back was turned.

Wry faces showed they were shocked by the iced tea contents.
bers marched a parade of beardless men
past the judge. Not all , however, fought kangaroo court
action and more than a few stood nearby wearing self-conscious
looks on their bare faces — waiting to-be caught.

Later, some of the men lost their beards when the highest bidders

activity was sponsored by Salida firemen during the
centennial celebration held July 5-6.

PAGE 3
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in an auction gleefully chopped the whiskers into a pile on the stage.

The Evans Gang shot it out with Sheriff Baxter Stingley and his
Jaycee Deputies more than once during the weekend. Stingley,
portrayed by Mike Henderson, was Salida’s first sheriff in 1880 and
he pushed asigde his gravestone for the occasion. :

Assisted by his deputy James Parker, played by Kim Orr, and
several civic-minded dancehall girls, action slowed and gunfire died
away after the arrest and hanging of Clem Evans, played by Jim
DeLuca.

As temperatures rose, firemen sponsored a glorified water fight
which they called a keg-race. Police Chief Leonard Post boldly
challenged officers Cynthia-Duncan and Rose Pulos to a firehose
duel saying he’d take them both on because their combined weights
were about equal to his. %

The chief made good his boast and drove the bucket across the
opposite goal line with a triumphant burst of water. However,
Duncan protested, “he only won because he cheated, He shot me in
the face with the hose.””

Mary Estill Buchanan, Colorado Secretary of State, was on hand
Sunday afternoon seeking signatures on the petition which she
hoped would place her name in contention as a Colorado Republican
United States Senate nominee. L

Golden Spikes and 4-H Lady Bugs offered versions of the dan-
cehall can-can to hoots and whistles from a crowd of more than 1,000
spectators. In the railroad vein, only a few members of the Salida
based D&RG section had ever driven rail spikes, but a number of
grinning young men — and women — stepped forward to see how it
was done in the old days.

Sweat poured, breath whistled, and the next day muscles com-
plained more than a little. :

Touber and Kellerman grinned as they took their whacks at a
golden spike. They drove the commemorative nail about half way,
laughed with the crowd, and said they were glad they didn’t work on
the railroad before mechanization. : . :
| siimilar spike was presented to the city as a memento of the

- event. :

Bicycle and tricycle drag races and a pet parade involved more
than 160 youngsters in athletic and creative competition and none
went away empty handed for their efforts. The balloons which got
loose were planned for the event by Chaffee Couny 4-H Council
members who spent almost three hours Saturday morning filling a
large truck with colorful spheres. A :

Mrs. Kellerman, clad in a baggy, show-nothing 1880 bathing suit,
brushed limp hair from her eyes and summed up the weekend, ““It

-~ was worth more than a year of work for the committee. I think
-everybody had fun."” 5 : SRR

Sam Randolph, “retired” several years ago, helped his com-
mittee member wife Hoppy throughout the weekend and said he was
tired. He grinned quickly, however and said, “Wake me for the bi-
centennial — I'll be glad to help with that one too.”

Lowell Brook, an ex-member of the Koshare Indians of La
Junta, performs a hoop dance as part of the centennial ac-
tivities (top photo) while throngs of people crowd sales booths
in Riverside Park.

) ‘
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. Ike gets an unexpected kick out of thlis kid wh?kn S';()ike tatl;‘es;

'’ advantage of his good nature. Little does lke know tha

IKE'N SPIKE beneathgthat charm?ng exterior is his long-sought quarry. Do

By Ti you know where the candy store is located in this week's
y Tim Acosta cartoon? If not, look on Page 5 for the answer. -
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occupants of the trailer were
“able to get out quickly. g

Most of the fire damage was
confined to the underside of the
- mobile home, especially in the

- back portion near the water
tank. The floors were also
scorched, and smoke damage

. was reported throughout the
interior. '

' 'Thefire department listed no
cause for the blaze, but said
that a furnace malfunction
may have been the problem.

SMOKE AND SNOW—Smoke rolls from
the door of the burning mobile home,
B s o a

. hy >
ome burns

Noy, |-

Mrs. Moler, however, said

e that the Detroiter model home._equipment arrived.

A~

had been inspected by a state
official within the past month
and that no problem with the
wiring or furnace had been
noted.

Although she said the
damage  was ‘“‘fairly
extensive,” she said it was
“repairable.”

Mrs. Moler credits the
prompt action of neighbors,
including Tom Bell, and her
son with helping to contain the
blaze until the fire department

mingling with the folli :o Smoke
damage inside the trailer was extensive.

;"‘FIRE-—\“/olumoer firemen
-k of the mobile home,
rneath for signs of the

f::‘((;, 8T

blaze. The undorsi ho
sustained the most extensive damages.
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GOTCHA

as an observer recently, Chaffee
County Deputy Bill Davis set a per-
sonal record with the highly ac-
curate radar-type Speedgun. He

Ve

m.p.h. in a 30 m.p.h. zone. When he
ticketed the driver, Davis was
thanked for slowing the driver
down and even had his hand

While Chieftain correspondent

PAPERWORK
Deputy Richard Lucero ended his Dec. 26 graveyard
shift about 3 a.m. by typing reports of activities during
his tour of duty, including a hay truck and a medical

emergency.

STANDING UP

Deou{y Bill Davis uses a filing cabinet for a desk in and former relief dispatcher for the‘s?triff’s office,
comp eting paperworz on a speeding tn.cket, Davis gave a hand with a stretcher when Depity Bill Davis .
believes, where a driver is only a few miles over the answered an emergency medical aid call Qrom Shavano

limit., a warning is often as effective as a ticket in
slowing the driver down.

Manor.

Dick Dixon was riding with him

clocked a pickup truck going 81

Deputies’ typical shift

includes variety of jobs

Article and Photos
By DICK DIXON

SALIDA (C-SJ) — Working for the
Chaffee County Sheriff’s Office isn't
all coffee cups, restaurants and
harassment of young people.

In fact, none of these elements get
much time for thought as deputies
here answer routine, sometimes
mundane, calls and fill in with speed
checks, business door checks and
genuine concern for the safety and
lives of persions young and old.

It was busiiness. & usia' the nigh
after Christmas. Officers explain
that “Things usually pick up on
Friday.” The shift began at 7p.m.

Deputies on duty in the southern
portion of Chaffee County were
Richard Lucero, Bill Davis and
dispatcher Bob Beauregard.

They read Telex messages which
had come in during the day, and
rolled in units 3076, a marked black
and white, and 3073, an unmarked
car.

Traffic in town and on U.S. 50,
Colorado 291 and Chaffee County
roads was light.

As businesses closed, Davis began
routine door checks to make sure they
were locked. Using a special ““trick of
the trade’” he marked each door so
that he could tell at a glance later if
the door had been tampered with.

Davis reached into the back seat
and brought out the speed gun.

“Let’s go out on the Mesa and see if
peo({ale are behaving themselves,” he
said.

The deputy explained the gun is§
accurate to within one mile per hour
when it is trained on any type of
moving object. He demonstrated that
it is easy to tell if a vehicle i§
speeding, but that accurate clocking
is extremely difficult without the gun,

Most drivers this Friday night werL

RIS

GIVING A HAND f'

Dallas Lane, a college student home fo ' the holidays

I
I
¢
!

well within the speed limit. Then, a
small compact appeared around a
corner on one of four roads Davis was
watching.

“This one is going too fast, but I
don't think it’s fast enough to ticket,”
he said as he locked the gun, showing
in flashing numbers the speed of the
vehicle.

Redlights, move out behind and the
car pulled to the side quickly.

“Good evening, do you know the
speed limit right here?”’ The young
lady behind the wheel explained in
embarrassed tones that she had been
called to work at the hospital unex-
pectedly and was in a hurry.

Davis checked her license, returned
it, and said, ‘“I’'m not going to issue a
ticket this time, but please be more
careful of the speed limit.” She
agreed.

Somewhere less than half-way
through the shift, there was a 20-
minute coffee break at the Pizza Hut.
Davis drank coffee and Lucero had
coffee and a salad. There were no
other breaks and there was no lunch
stop.

“That one is coming mighty fast.
Look at that! Eighty-one in a 30
m.p.h. zone. If I didn't have this gun, I
wouldn’t believe it,”” Davis ex-
claimed. The pickup shot past and
brakelights glowed bright as the
black and white moved in behind.

“Good evening. Do you know the
speed limit right here? I just clocked
you at 81 m.p.h. in a 30 m.p.h. zone.
Would you care to come have a look at
the gun?”’

The driver looked and signed, “I
don’t believe it, but go ahead and
write it up. When you play kids
games, you get caught. This is thé
first ticket I've had since I was 17.”

Davis explained, ‘At that speed, I
have to issue a court summons. If you
had been 20 m.p.h. or less over the

DISPATCHER

Bob Beauregard, dispatcher for the
Chaffee County Sheriff’s Department, is
convinced thgre is some sort of signal

limit, it could have been a mail-in
fine.”” He added that if the court
agrees, the driver of the vehicle will
be fined and will lose 6 points from his
license.

The driver was polite, cooperative,
and Davis said he would note that
attitude in his report. The driver
apologized for speeding, shook the
deputy’s hand, and drove slowly
away.

It was time to patrol some back
roads again. All was quiet. Check
some doors and look at the time,

midnight. Some veiled words, loaded .

with a message which could not be
deciphered when heard over scores of
scanners, crackled over the air.

Lucero and Davis quietly checked
out the only 3.2 beer night club in the
area. They noted teen-agers were
leaving and that the place was closing
on time. ¢

The black and white was positioned
across from the parking lot. The
young people left quietly with no
squealing tires or splattering gravel.

“Just parking the car here really
helps settle them down,” Davis said.
He added, ‘“They’re driving pretty
well right now, I think they'll all
make it home without any problems.”

More back roads. A return to the
office to pick up Dallas Lane, a
college student home for the holidays.
Lane, a former relief dispatcher for
the department, was going to ride the
remainder of the shift as a passenger
with Davis. The press went to
Lucero’s car.

Lucero, assigned to the downtown
section, cruised in the unmarked car,
carefully watching activity here and
there.

“Only about two hours to quitting
time, but if we’re going to get activity
it will come now,”’ he predicted.

The radio crackled and Beauregard
said over the speaker, ‘“We have a

that causes three telephone lines to light
up, two officers to request license plate

shaken — another first, Davis said.

diesel truck on fire at 16th and I
streets. Can you control traffic from
U.S. 507"

“Ten-four,” said Lucero as he hung
the red light in the windshield and
sped for the other side of town. Almost
there, the first of two Salida Fire
Department trucks flashed past on a
cross street with lights sparkling.

The stink of burning hay filled the
air. Dense white smoke billowed from
a semi-trailer loaded with 22 tons of
Chaffee County hay bound for
Colorado Springs. The county car and

. fucero blocked! traffic from U.S. 50.

Salida police wewnt in searqbgifafrvar
and keys for the parked truck and
firemen dropped hoses.

Licking flames began to subside,
and clouds of steam mingled wetly
with the smoke. The truck was moved
to an empty lot, where firemen
unloaded the hay-and soaked bales
one by one. :

There was still plenty of fire when

the radio crackled .again. Davis ex-

plained in clipped tones that a man
about a half-block away was suffering
from a possible heart attack. Can
Lucero give assistance? The am-
bulance was on its way.

Around the block, into the apart-
ment, and the deputies put
Emergency Technician and First Aid
Training to use. The ambulance
arrived six minutes later, and the
man was taken to Salida Hospital.

Lucero and Davis headed back to
the fire, where mopping up was still in
progress. Traffic was clearing,
firemen were rolling up no longer
pecessary hoses, and the officers
began thinking about the reports they
would have to write.

“An unusual Friday night? I don’t
think it’s much different from most
others. It might have been a little
quieter than some,” Davis explained.

information and at least one reporter to

walk in, all at once, while he is typing up
reports, logging radio calls and giving
out weather information.
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+ was no damage to the

Father rescues
young daughter

from house fire

The family of John Valdez,
Jr. eseaped serious injury
Saturday morning when a fire

~gwept~-threugh--their -three-
bedroom home at 301 Blake
Street.

Valdez said that the and his
wife and five children were
awakened at about7:30 a.m..by
thick smoke.

« called the fire department
right away,” he said, “and
then started getting the
children out safely.

after the rest of the family had

corner by the sink. I carried
her into one of the bedrooms
and then broke out a window so
we could get out.”

A fire department
spokesman said this morning
that the blaze apparently
started.-when -a-live ~ember
rolled out of a wood stove in the
back part of the home.

The  firé" department
estimated the damage at
approximately $7,000. Valdez
said, - however, that an
insurance adjuster was to set a
more firm damage figure
today:

The rear pertion of the house
was most severely damaged.

» second alarm came at Valdez said that one of hiS .y kitchen, dining room and

35 ¢ ag“m the location of children was tfapped in the 1uing room areall pretty badly
} treets, Salida. Mrs. kitchen by smoke and flames o ed” Valdez said. “The
ostelc was the only rest of the house was damaged
t in the building, owned fled to safety. pretty badly by the smoke.”
W’ Gray. The “] wrapped myself in a Valdez and his wife were in

- N‘ﬁl‘m‘w“ an.old blanket and went back in to the house today, straightening
which was smoking. search for her,” he recounted. up and cleaning up the mess.
«I found her huddled .in.the Hesaid that they hope to repair

the damages

The fire de!
the blaze until approximately
8:30 a.m

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1975

Fire damages trash truck

A truck-load of burning trash
was extinguished by the loc
fire department at 3 p.m.
Tuesday, but not before an
estimated $500 damage was
sustained by the truck. :

Steve Oaks of Steve’s Trash
Service called the fire
department when thick smoke
began to boil out of the loaded
truck, valued at $24,000.

Firemen believe that a load
of hot ashes had been picked up
by the trash collectors and had
mingled with the rest of the
load, setting the blaze. :

A container which apparently

contained transmission fluid
exploded inside the truck while
firemen were fighting the fire.
The hot oil splattered fireman
Wes Wagner, but he was not
seriously injured.

Firemen were also called to
thé Cranberry Kitchen on West
First Street early Tuesday
afternoon when a resident of
the building reported smoke
coming from the restaurant.

The smoke, however, was
produced by an over-heating
roast in the kitchen oven.
Fitemen turned off the oven
and no damage was reported.

Fireworks display planned here

The centennial year in
Colorado will be ushered in
with a 15-minute fireworks
display in Salida from
Tenderfoot Mountain on New
 Year’s Eve.

The display will be set off at

midnight on Dec. 31.

The display is sponsored by
the First National Bank of
Salida, the Salida Rotary Club,
Salida Building and Loan and
U.S. Seil, Inc.

Salida’s volunteer firemen,
under the direction - of Bob
Freeman; will ~set the
fireworks o - |

-~

Star-Journal and Sunday Chieftain, Sunday, December 28, 1975

centered deep in 22 tons of
hay loaded on a tractor
trailer rig parked at 16th and
I streets for more than two
hours early Saturday.

The blaze, which fire and
police officials believe may
have been set by vandals,
was blown deep into the
center of the load by a brisk
west wind. The truck, owned
by Glen Adams of Colorado

‘with hay earlier and parked

motel.

about 1:15 a.m. and two fire
units and 12 firemen
responded. They fought the
blaze within a few feet of the
motel and under powerlines
‘while the owner and keys to
the truck were located by
Salida police.
.Randy ‘Sack

(o

“truckinto @nearby vacant lot

driver. Firemen
y ‘i‘éma_tically unloaded

bales from the center of the
ad as heavy clouds of
tinking smoke drifted

across town. ;

" The load of hay was valued

at about $2,430, the truck at

HOT BLAZE

Salida firemen Jim Gray,
on ladder, and - Bob
Freeman, on top, attempt
to drown a hot blaze deep
in the center of a
truckload of hay parked a

few feet from a Salida
motel.

Springs, had been, loaded.
for the night at a Salida
Passersby reported the fire -

f Salida

R 3 40
vél‘unteerfflﬁ.-to‘ "&lrive‘ the -

“in the absence of the Tegular |

Fire damages load of hay

parked near Salida motel

Article and Photo
SALTBA(GSD) = Fis -
.SJ) — Firemen : %
here battled a smoky blaze TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1975 .

Damage minor
in explosion
Salida firemen were called *

as a precaution Monday

afternoon W

hen a can of J

Undercoating -exploded at the

Downtown Auto

Body shop_; :

owned by Ralph Maestas.

causing Iy it to

Fire department officials
" peported that the can had been .
‘get atop an overhead heater,

heat up and

explode. Only minor damages

W

of1opua]

syLomatnf 10
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Shed damaged

in fire here

A small shed apparently
being used as a boys’ clubhouse
sustained’ minor damage in a
Saturday morning fire here.
Fire department officials
said today that the owner of the
small structure on Sackett and
I Streets has not yet been
determined. '
Firemen said thztm*me fire
was reported at a 11:30
a:m. and took only 15 minutes
to extinguish. One wall and a
portion of the roof were
' damaged.

Careless use of candles;vivu
. listed as the probable cause of

l;ig’s positmn becide a.
| building.

Salida police,

the truck and the keys. A
volunteer, Randy Sack, then
drove the burning tmck to a
nearby vacant lot.

Firemen unloaded the bales
of hay sytehﬁmh‘lly finally

howover ;
mﬂeﬂy located the driver of

Load of hay burns
011 tractor-traller

reaehms the smvnldemu~

y&r;i.mutmemw:ottﬁe

ﬁrsts
of the load, but was fanned by
strong winds deep into the
middle of the pile.

One fireman, Bob Freeman,
suffered minor burns on three

fingers of his right hand as he -

tossed the burning bales from
the truck onto the ground No
other injuries were reported.

The load of hay was valued at
about $2,430, and the truck and
trailer at about $10,000.

_The hay was damaged to the
extent of some $800, but fire
officials reportedhh damage to
the truck itself. * &
"The rig is owned by ‘Glen
“Adams gf Colbl'adb &nngs

. Firemen belieye that 3 fire |

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 1976

Firemen fight
fire in trees

A fire Wednesday aftemoon
apparently started when
Bernard Friend of 6085 CR 210
dumped hot ashes into his trash
pit in a nearby ravine,

According to the Chaffee
County Sheriff, the trash

;xe‘aﬂdered and then eaud:t
" Wind carried the fire into a
nearby stand of pinon trees,
which burned a quarter of an
acre.

The Southern Arhnsu Fire
District sent two units to fight
the blaze when the alarm was
sentinat5:05p.m. mutthrea
&b;smmmtu to put the

ou a dq)artmut i
spokesman.

Januarysl 1966
An early morning fire Sunday completel

m:mdmtsﬁ-omlaschoolswulpartici :

. age, plagued t.heSali&Fire

January 20, 1966 I :
Russell Cosseboom, 49, suffered a fatal '
heart attack Tuesday in Salida Hospital. Over

Wedpesday afternoon with false alarm
callsFire Chief Milton Myers reported. The

the fire,

callstied up the fire department telephoneA !
and could have prevented service on Qaml
fires or other emergencies.

—|
_._TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1976

City buys pickup for Fire Chief

Without benefit of official
action from the Salida city
council, the city has purchased
. - new pickup truck for use by -

the fire chief.

According to Councilman

. Lloyd Nacarrato, authorization
for the purchase was given by
himself, Tony Barbiero and

Bill Cook.

While the item was brought
upforducuuionatthelutaty
council meeting, the mayor,
Ed Touber, asked Nacarrato
and Barhlem. to look into the

matter and come back to the

council with a recom-
mendation after checking
vehicles that are available,

‘Nacarrato said that he and
Barbiero located a 1975 Datsun
pickup at Stallsworth Motor
Company, for $3,100.

“We got a good buy on the

truck,” Nacarrato said. He

said they decided that since the
dealer wouldn’t wait until the
next city council meeﬁng it
would be wise to buy it right
away.

Touber explained that it is
not unusual for a committee to
make decisions such as this by
taking an informal poll of the
council. If they get a majority
to agree with them, Touber
said, they will go ahead and
make the purchase or the
‘decision. )

The mayor sald that the
‘vehicle had been budgeted in
this year’s city budget. He also
said that for years the fire
chief Charles Culp, had used

at of the

his own vehlcle -on clty

. business using city bought gas

for compensatlon

Touber said that Culp
a new pickup and did not want

to use it on city business. He

askedthecmncxltopurchasea
vehlcle forhhme.

u:eetﬂ:eabsenqeof

Hume due to illness,
there are five city coun

and for this reason, a majority .

dbethreevotes

& o

Py

stroyed the interior of the L. L. Branom
home at 13th and K Streets. The structure was
the home of Luke Gilligan, an area show l

paxi, were mjured
Saturday when their auto went off the

highway a mile east of Salida. The enrollment
at Longfellow school is steadily increasing
according to Principal Roy McGrath.

Firemen called"

to burning bus

The Salida Fire Department
was called to 810 W. Socoud St >

y '»4;‘ idle. e . y a .’
valiell ‘at abiout tl.ﬁﬂ was
“parked in his driveway.

] .4n¥ﬁat abou“sm?
frm from the fire,

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1976_
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- Cook opposed

~ Salida City Councilman Bill
Cook today denied he had

councilmen to poll each other
on urgent questions, and if they

I pg0Olag, (o Attt

4

Nacarrato was wrong

The controversy over the city's purchase of a
truck for use in the Salida fire department was

totally unnecessary.

The actions of Counc
this matter are, at the:
‘confidence in the leader

Mr. Nacarrato on his

. 'W, =

iiman Lloyd Nacarrato in
least, not going to build
ship of the city of Salida.

own initiative, authorized

__THURSDAY, MARCH 18,1476

Truck damaged

after fire call

A Chaffee County fire truck
was damaged Wednesday
while returning from a call.

According to the Colorado

'approved of the city can ;

gather a majority, go s State Patrol, James M. Gray,
@mx Ry » plcku{) truck for ahead with a pur chaj:e.ty & purchase of the vehicle, then covered himself by; 32, of Salida, was eastbound lfp
R s dat The truck had been brought i eceived approval of a majority o a steep embankment in a 197
ook said that no one had gh stating he had received app jority b 5 ey o thz

cked with him prior to the
hase of the truck.
- Hurt ore, Cook said that
~ he was opposed to the haste

up for discussion briefly at the
last council meeting Jan. 19.
The mayor, at that time,
directed Nacarrato and
Barbiero to check on vehicles

the council when in fact he had .
The purchase of a $3,100 unit for the fire

department is not the issve.

not.

Arguments could be

made for buying the light truck. The manner in

crest of the grade, he ran over

a large boulder, damaging both

drive lines and the muffler.
Damage was estimated at

 with which the truck deal i : ¢
mgie.a S v w?s 2::2:?11'31? c;'lnga ik “iv?t‘ﬁ which the vehicle was purchased, however, is an R snill’ evah - g i A6k
Mountain Mail, c”;ﬁﬁ;ﬁ recommendations. issue. There don't appear to be any Brown’s Canyon area had been
: ’ COGk W That bt - lad extenuating circumstances to explain why such extihguished.

doyd Nacarrato said he, Tony
thiero and Cook had
horized purchase of the
. With the illness of Doug
,E'Me, the approval of three
- members of the city council
~would have constituted a

majority.
Ah in yesterday’s Mail,
Salida Mayor Ed Touber said
n matters such as these, it
not  unusual

for «

reservations about the city
purchasing a vehicle with such
haste. He said that he knew of
several small, used pickups
that he thought would have
been suitable for the fire
department. s

Hesaid that he would like the
city to check into obtaining a
surplus government vehicle,
possibly at no cost to the city.

NSERIULS S0 YRtenY

afternoon that he felt the city

had given him the go-ahead to
buy a truck at the last council
meeting, leaving the decision

haste was necessary.
The purchase may have
the city's budget this year

been authorized in
but the full council

should have been given an opportunity to

express itself on

the issue.

One of the

councilmen might have suggested purchasing a
used vehicle, something that apparently was not
considered, or looked into for that matter.

Editorially in the past year we
citizens to demand and encourage respon
in both elected and appoi
Our government must

officials.

have urged
sibility
nted government
be held

responsible and accountable, and that means at

WJednesos)

,,,,,,

as fire spreads
PONCHA SPRINGS—A
weed fire here in the vicinity of
the Chaffee County equipment
barn occupied firemen for
about an hour and a half
Tuesday morning.
Two fire-fighting units from
Salida and one from Poncha

up to hi i
l)Nacmf!r:::g a::feB:;::ieot'he the local level, right here in Salida. Springs responded at 9:35 a.m.
ﬂ‘:ﬁ‘h"e’e of the truck saying The manner in which the purchase of the fire mg:;m lost controlga
said thactit’;gg; a cgm b‘;Zk He department truck was handled was not a T e it o
dealer to hold a vehicle for tw: responsible - act in keeping with good ‘wood near the county barn and
:fd‘s" to await a decision of government in Salida. ‘destroyed _it. The: wood- was
e council. ; . e A lrege % -valued at ! ot ¥ 0 e
The truck had been budgeted ; EEIER No one wa ‘

in the city’s 1976 budget. No

formal action’had been taken

by the council at their last
m'oi.ehtmg,

e truck would be used by
Charles Culp, chief, on city
business. Culp had been using

"his own personal vehicle but

told the'eouncil that because he
had purchased a new vehicle of
his own, he wanted the city to
furnish a  truck

departmental use.

- for

i

MONDAY, MARCH 1, 1976

Three fires cause

minor damage here

" The Salida Fire Department
“and Southern Arkansas Fire

District firemen based here
responded to four minor
alarms this weekend.

The first blaze caused the
most damage. It occurred

- Saturday at 3:50 p.m. near the

city water plant. A grass fire
was apparently started by a
cas\t-off cigarette, and the
blaze covered 3,000 square feet
before it was put out with 30
gallons of water.

On Sunday there were three
alarms, the first at 2:20 p.m.

. Three miles up Dead Horse

Guleh, above County Road 178,
a “woodsie” had apparently
been held Saturday night.
Some large logs were still
burning, and were ex-
tinguished with 100 gallons of

water.

ﬁlaze g

A second alarm was from the
Salida Hospital at 4:30 p.m.
The fire doors had closed,
which rang an alarm down at
the fire station. Firemen
searched for half an hour
without discovering the cause
of the alarm. :

According to hospital ad-
ministrator Brian Gilbert, the
fire doors malfunction about
twice a month, which séts off a
false alarm. “I’ll check into
this more closely,” he said.

The last alarm was at 11:40
p.m. Firemen responded to
8845 County Road 126, to put out
a grass and weed fire on land

owned by Holmer Warren.
The fire was out when they
_arrived, burning 50 square
feet. R p

2 L bl
o

Pue blo C\\‘\f_,{l'.rcum ”?b-\f-’-(“‘;-@’;,'[\’\“!(/slﬁ’ b 324

uts mobile home;

fire truck out of service

swosy, s 714
‘Wood'xd'le ur::s a

1976

nesday afternoon as it
responded from Salida to a
smoke call in the Brown’s
Canyon area. )
The Colorado State Patrol

~ reported the' vehicle was

heater .when the pilot light
in the heater. ignited fumes.
Firemen said the whole
dwelling was involved within
minutes.

SALIDA (C-SJ) — Fire
gutted a mobile home north
of Buena Vista Tueaday
night and a Chaffee County
fire truck was damaged
while responding to a smoke

TF; I eN
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_extinguish the ze.
Firemen left the scene at 4:40
m, .
Mo
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Fire damages
Travnicek roof

' SALIDA (C-8J) — Fire
caused about $1,000 damage
to the wood shingle roof on
the home of Willie Travnicek
southeast of Salida Thur-

sday. -

~ One unit from the South
Arkansas Fire Protection
District responded and ex-
tinguished the fire in about 10
minutes with about 25 gallons
“of water.

EXTINGUISHING BLAZE—Firemen hose down a  Flames s e
; : : : s n a F pread rapidly, fanned by strong winds, -

'Firemen reported the blaze ;r:}g:ldermg pile of wood pulled _frcm a shed damaged  damaged the shed, a wood pile, o::rqg'o s a‘:::c:on:
apparently was caused by a i ywhen a grass and weed fire got out of control. ~ West Second Street. (Mail photo) e e

faulty chimney on the

P )
[ _ )

/
AN \LCA vaé/"'t W TP

A faulty chimney started a
roof fire at the home of Willie
Travnicek of 7391 County Road
105 Thursday afternoon.

- According to fire department
personnel, the wood shingle
roof caught fire shortly before
2 p.m. One unit from the South
Arkansas Fire Protection
District responded to the alarm
and put out the fire in 10
minutes, using 25 gallons of
water. ; $

Firemen recommended that .

Travnicek inspect and repair
any defects in his chimney.
‘Damage to the $45,000 home
was confined to $1,000 on the

oo I Ml
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The duties of Salida firemen
involve more things than

fighting fires. On occ

Firemen save
boy from slide

,

"f]‘ist,

w
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‘remains on
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Burn victim

serious
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One evening earlier this

week, Billy Jensen

aid little boys who
Fourth St., was

some tight jams.

’

t, and

,10,0f 316 E.
playing on the
remen pulled him intact from

Park. Somehow

he got his arm' ca

fi

slide at Alpine
his predicament.

was listed in
turday night suf-

fering from second an

George Ike

-SJ)
, 42, of Salida
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serious condition Sa
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‘bruised

d third degree

burns over 60 per cent of his body.

Billy sustained a

elbow.
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ay after treatment at
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Salida Hospital.
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Two teachers
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Elementary School
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y School were

evacuated as a precaution Friday afternoon when this fire broke out at
the old Mobil bulk plant across the street from the school. Hank
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estimated the 15,000-gallon

rage tank had about 3,000 gallons
of gasoline in it. Salida Transfer of-

ficials said the 9,000-gallon tank truck

Irvin Sanders, owner of the bulk
was about half full.

€0 ouer gasolne 4iia propaiic tanks i

the area.
‘plant,

£

was too much for the pump and
ine was interfering with the

unloading, removed a plug in the top

of the pump.

Williams, thinking an airlock in the

1

<

hy

Sheriff Thonhoff credited
Longfellow principal Leonard Brass
with quick action in evacuating t

school children.

aCllOls WILCH PITVEHLWTCU LUagtuy.
Post said Steve Kane, sixth grade
teacher, and Greg Phillips, fifth
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ignited, severely burning

‘been a major disasier ai -midaar=
ternoon Friday when gasoline
escaped from a storage tank near a

. school and
one man.

-

“I only talked with Brass about 30
seconds and. the whole thing went off

grade teacher, apparently tackled

Williams, who started to run with his
clothing on fire, and extinguished the

flames.

school within minutes of the accident.

Chaffee Sheriff Harold Thonhoff
said the report of a fire at the old bulk

But when it was all over, the actual
damage was extremely small.

Damage to the truck was limited to
two hoses and the pump. There was no

damage to the bulk plant.(]

Pressure from the storage tank
spewed gasoline out of the half-inch
hole. Firemen said a spark from the
pump motfor apparently ignited the

- gasoline, which already had soaked

Post said the fire originated about

Williams and the surrounding area.

he said.

~ “Teachers led students from the off-

" side of the building (away from the
Thonhoff said Williams apparently

bulk plant) to the high school several

extremely smoothly,”’
blocks away.”

Gene Coleman, owner of Salida

Phillips also was credited with
running to the tanker and shutting off
Transfer, for whom Williams was

the open valve on the truck.

‘'His dispatchers

reported police units were at the

ant came at 3:17 p.m. from teachers
hool.’

scene one minute after the report and

fire units arrived two minutes later.

at the  sc

pl

Hank Williams of Salida, who was
unloading gasoline from his tanker
street from Longfellow Elementary
School, was treated at Salida Hospital

truck when the accident happened at
the old Mobil bulk plant across the

before being flown at to St

Bt s i il

- Anthony

»

C h€FTai N
Burn victim
remains on

serious list
-§u~o‘ay l"qu 30, |

SALIDA (C-8J) "— George Ike
Williams, 42, of Salida was listed in
serious condition Saturday night suf-
fering from second and third degree
burns over 60 per cent of his body.

: Williams was conscious but remained
inintensive care in the burn center at St.
Anthony Hospital in Denver with in-
juries to his face, abdomen and arms.
He was flown to Denver from Salida
about 6 p.m. Friday after treatment at
Salida Hospital. :

The injuries resulted Friday af-
ternoon when gasoline from a tank truck
Williams was unloading at Seventh and
o Strgets in Salida spewed from an
electric- pump motor and ignited. Wit-
nesses said the escaping fuel made a
fountain of fire 15to 25 feet high.

.Fast action by citizens, police and

f1remen averted what could have been a
major disaster in an area with an |
elementary school and several other '

propane and gasoline tanks within a
block.

Two teachers “from Longfellow
Elem_entary School extinguished flames
on Williams’ clothing. Firemen, led by
Cg\pt. Robert Freeman, cooled the blaze
with more than 900 gallons of water, and
more than 700 elementary students were
evacuated from the school within

minutes. o

At least two citizens, including Paul
Sanchez, a parent waiting for school to
let out, stepped in and shut off gasoline
valves on the truck and the storage
tank. Property damage was limited to
the pump and hoses on the truck owned

4 by Salida Transfer Co.[]

r"’f“m N £> . E: A f} i

GASOLINE FIRE—Students at Longfellow Elementary School were
evacuated as a precaution Friday afternoon when this fire broke out at

ﬁadag},, Jukme |7,

=

Firemen save
boy from slide
The duties ‘of Salida firemen
involve more things than
fighting fires. On occasion they

aid little boys who get into
some tight jams.

One evening earlier this
week, Billy Jensen, 10, of 316 E.
Fourth St., was playing on the
slide at Alpine Park. Somehow,
he got his arm' caught, and
firemen pulled him intact from

his predicament.

Billy sustained a bruised
elbow.

the old Mobil bulk plant across the street from the school. Hank

~ Williams of Salidc suﬂer;d serious buhs when the fire ignited as
was unloading fuel from his tanker truck. (Photo by_ C. L. Hasselbrink)




The two groups join forces to
compete in three six-man

TUes day, L ul

mrs of the
Depomnenf s
are, from

The three-man unit headed
byGtayhastakenﬂﬂtpl’acem :
- the ‘“option” event in state
competition for the past five
years and owns the state
rewd of 11.88 aeeands in tlu\t ;

Gray, Wagner and Smith
have ranked as the top three-
- man unit in the state, in fact,
 for the past two years.

) ‘Our winning qualitites are
. hard practice and good
te-mwork o -ays Fred Smith,

da has P
in the ’me trophies \dceoﬂel
e is ed of have not coﬁe asily. The
Wes Wagner and Fred volunteers have ‘prac-

€

dmem

&mgform«;m

Smith, the other of Bill Smith ticing for up to two hours a  pe which
nﬁiweryﬂghtofﬂhweok rgr”
‘A fire truck built on the ° ;
chasis of a 1949 Fordiis used by ‘Mwwux-manteﬁm

Jo—=+ ‘9746

Area men awarded
for bravery in fire

Three men instrumental -in
preventing a potentially

disastrous fire and explosion at
a bulk gasoline storage facility
in Salida were honored at last
night’s Salida city council

Paul Sanchez, Steve Kane
and Greg Phillips received

Citizenship Commendation

Medals and certificates from
VFW Post 3820 for their actxons
on May 28.

The three were credited with

saving the life of George ‘“‘Tke”

Williams who was engulfed in
flames while unloading a tank

truck at the Sanders Oil bulk -
plant near - Longfellow
Elementary |
Kane and Phllhps, teachers f
at the school, and Sanchez, a ;

_passer-by, saw the incident and |

tooks steps to smother i
Williams’ burning clothing. |
Officials of the local post and

other VFW officials, including
District Commander Bill Davis |
of Lakewood were present for ‘

‘the ceremony.

- Also honored were the Salida :
Fire Department, Salida |

Police and the Chaffee County |

Sheriff’s Department.

" FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 16

IN ACTION—Fireman Kevin Nelson is a
nth, mcluding blur as he and Wes Wagner (far right)
in Del move rapidly to hook up and aim a hose

4T durmg ‘@ practice sosﬂon held m‘v

Nelson. They'll be compoﬁng in distr
and state events this. mo
left, *  Sunday’s dismd compﬂmon
Wagner, Bill ~ Norte.
n Nolsan and Tim

In many' yﬁrs,
members lw/e
way to

a hamburger stand at the
annual FibArk carnival last
year has helped to meet recent

The team uses 50 percent of
'ﬂ!eproeudstobuyeqﬂpmmt
~for fire fighting and the other
halftof:mm travelaxpenies

Rlverﬂdc Park. The six
 practice for up to two hours e
(Phom by Robert Durk(n) :

Center’s firemen win
Del Norte fie ’y-m
o ’uw b

n the three-man

e (O - eV
DEL NO’Rll'E S3) tion race, Center firemen

 Center firemen t
all first place trophy at the took ﬁrst
Firemen's Field Day held in . 4

Del Norte Sunday.

There were six races held
to test the firemen’s ability to
work together and handle
their equipment.

. Mosca-Hooper firemen
won first in motor

replacement. Center won

- first in the three-man in-line

race. Powder wye hose race

was won by the Monte Vista

women. The men’s wye hose
race Wwas n by Salida
iremen. nner in the
?atlonary “apparatus was
lamosa, aiter they won a
‘Gunnison, who
the regular

4

runoff wi
tied them
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A MAND—-Mmeors of the Sollda Fire Depcrfmem volun-
lend a hand Thursday to a fellow fireman who is helping
”IC Salida Elks Lodge at the corner of Second and E Streets.
out the 1928 vintage American LaFrance ladder truck

&!ho eves of the bunlding Above, Ieh Tim Nelson carries

a load of rope and tools down the ladder. Above, right: Nelson and
Jerry Henderson watch the work above from the truck. Below, from
left: Fred Smith, Bill Smith and Henderson carefully position the

ladder.
(Phofos by C.L. Hasselbrink)

R

i




aze v

An evening blaze caused
extensive smoke
burn

arson 5 &
the prevailing theory E
€xposed electric cord was the melted aluminum . Besides,
e ielie, o - solder  won’t ‘stick  to
: best guess is
} ‘06 that the exposed wire in the
¢ 3 firemen .arrived, electric cord caused the fire,”

they discovered the fiber glass said Post. . 3
clnnpyaudthenorthendofthe ~ Both the can and the cord
building - flames. tense.haveuenmtothe(?olorado 4

‘ Bureau of Investigation labs in
canopy. The blaze was quickly Denver, : ;
extinguished, within The building is owned by
minutes and using 50 gallons of Marlon Swift, and houses the
water from the fire truck. business establishments of

Suspicions of arson were Swift News Agency, Little . |
aroused by the discovery of a People’s Shop aj Gilbert’s
soft drink can that looked as if Dregg Shop. Most fire damage
it had been soldered shut. The was confined to the canopy and
can was on the burning canopy. the northern end of upstairs

“We also found an exposed area. A 3
electric cord, in the middle of - The three businesses con- ;
the worst burned section of the tained property worth $75,000.
building. It was plugged into a ‘Damage estimates range from |
live socket. As for the can, it' $10,000 to $15,000. :

WATCHFUL firemen Tim Nelson and Fred  find the electric cord which might have
Smith peer into the upstairs room where started the blaze, ‘
the fire burned worst. The pair helped ; !

e
F

. 4 : PR, X .v |°s
FS PONDER—Fire Chief Char
grll: and Police: Chief Leonard Posf_
discuss the possibilities of arson. The
mysterious soldered can and a frayed

and store contents, to prevent hﬂhef

'DAMAGE is clearly seen in the % . %
: hro’df?hn; upstairs. Here, shop smoke damage. A 3

owners cart out their window displays
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ALIDA (C-SJ) — Fire
d an estimated $10,000
000 dimage to three
wn Salida businesses

hief Charles Culp
ed the fiberglass
‘above the Old West
re, Little People’s
p and adjacent to
bert’s Dress Shop in the
k of F Street was

‘He said it took about 10

inutes and 50 gallons of .
to extinguish the blaze, ,
iremen were on the -
Imost two hours. {
on Swift, owner of the |
and Old - West |
e, and Judy Fear,'
f the Little People’s
aid most inventory
came from smoke. |
the fire has been !
to either a fire:
n electrical short!
ulp reported an

- can_ which ap-

have been sealed |
ir, was found at the

dded that a live
re was found with
sulation where it

a metal support for/

OLD W 371 Bod!

)

(

LIR3

3 94

sdisth ee

the canopy.
Police ‘Chief Leonard Post
said the Colorado Bureau of
Investigation will be con-
tacted for an on-site in-
spection and for laboratory
analysis of the can and other
material from the canopy.

The bookstore re-opened |

for business Thursday and
Mrs. Fear said she hoped to

have her shop open in a day '

or two. She said a number of
volunteers helped carry most

of her inventory from the'

building and damage would
be light.(] :
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WORKmbers of the Alamosa

LiBjuawaly

iremen

compete
in city

b L
Firemen

compete
L L

in drills

The Salida and South
Arkansas District exhibition
teams gallantly refused
trophies in the firemen’s
competition here Sunday at
Riverside Park.

The local firemen, who
hosted the drill, dominated the
day’s events.

The city crew earned 11
overall points for first place
and the South Arkansas team,
also based in Salida, gained 10
points to earn a tie for second
place with Fairmont County.

The local firemen, however,
discounted their scores and the
Fairmont unit then won the:
first place trophy. The
Alamosa and Alamosa rural
crews shared second, and the
Southwest Adams County team
finished third.

The city squad posted the
best time in two of the day’s
four events, winning the three-
man inline in 14.1 seconds and
the 13" to 2%’ change-overin | '
20.6 seconds. SFLASE

The South Arkansas firemen ON TARGET-igets
recorded the best time in the the South Arkconne
three-man -option event, @ spray of Win the |
winning that in 11.5 seconds. three-man °!by ~

|
!
|
|
|
i
|
|
i
|
|
|

pwn by a loose hydrant ||
j‘ ing one of the events |i|
Men's competition hosted |
_ weekend. |
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e ” squad join competition hosted this wéekend by Salida firemen.
in the “rural booster” event during the The team finished fourth overall.
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-and $2,500 this year.

RIDING HIGH—Young volunteers ride
one of two Salida Fire Department
trucks through the city's residential

sections Saturday to collect funds for the |

local Muscular Dystrophy campaign.

That part of the campaign realized $295.
The amount raised during Sunday's
Skate-A-Thon by local Camp Fire Girls is

f‘:\'(};’ 1abul‘§[§clc.p ?Muilghoto)

%“‘” constitute the
; Charles Culp’s proposed

» i

W-, “ C ;
set for the Salida Fire Department.

:Wm would pay the annual of
 The $51,0( uld pay the annual wages
Eulpqgitho four tmimeﬁremen on his

ment ‘is.nugmen;ed by

" The $51,000 represents an increase of $9,442
wer the total salaries paid in 1975, althou
hire . Salaries this year will total
~ The budget amounts to $62,500,
- $11,500 0 the total salaries. The
M‘ ental b t reached $51,034 in 1975

and $57,800 this year.
. The next two largest items in the budget are
the pension fund and the vacation and sick
leave fund, each totaling $3,000.

: th the pension fund cost in 1976 is .
estimated at $2,500, the 1977 total is less than
‘the 1975 expense of $4,080. The vacation and
sick leave fund has risen from $2,261 in 1975

) Capital outlay
~ Cul is requesting the city council to ap-
/e $2,300 next year in capital outlay, and
mwmmmm towards the purchase
of a modern paging system. :
~He will also be ‘asking the Chaffee County
“board of commissioners and the South
‘Arkansas Fire Protection District to con-
tribute towards the cost of the system, which
he expects will reach about $8,000.
A department which relies heavily on -
volun! , Culp said, needs a modern paging

system in the event of a fire. The telephone

calling system currently being used.lhle said,
is not satisfactory. "

Capital outlay in 1975 amounted to just $425,

and this year’s total is expected to reach

~ $3,100.

Culp said that the department is; fortunate
in that no major equipment gurchasgs—other
‘than the paging system—need ‘to be made
during 1977. “We're well fixed now as fartas
e gos," he saidi. =
“Culp has also asked for $1,000 for utility and-
telephone bills in the firemen’s quarters
above the fire department garage. That's $100
more than this year’s total in that category.
In 1975 the total was $793.

He has requested another $700 for main-
tenance of fire-fighfing apparatus, again
$100 more than this year’s total. In 1975 that
expense totaled $395. :

Culp has budgeted $800 for meeting the
uniform and convention costs of the regular
firemen. That is slightly higher than the $673
spent in 1975 or the $700 spent this year.

Culp would like to maintain $250 in a con-
tingency fund to pay for repairs and in-
cidental expenses around the station. That
fund totaled $200 this year but had reached
$496 in 1975.  Ji

He is also asking the council to approve $200
to provide training for firemen and volun-
teers, $50 more than in 1975. '

Finally, Culp is seeking $250 next year to
help offset the expenses of the volunteers, $50
more than in 1975 or this year. :

Culp says he feels his departmental budget’
is “reasonable” and should survive intact

" after the city council’s review.

NoV. 12 o oozt
¥ Dr. Wenldl”!luu:hinson ieceive{i&&rd
for the outstanding rancher in the area from
-Governor John A. Love at the award dinner
last night. The Marine Band, the “President’s

Fv\am,, Noy 571 /5

Who’s running the city?

There are a few Salida residents who are somewhat
"concerned” over who's running city hall. The concern
grew out of the decision of a city department head to
make a maijor capital purchase without the prior ap-
proval of the city council.

The matter came up over the purchase of an area-wide
paging system for use by local emergency service
departments. Salida fire chief Charlie Culp ordered 20
units for department use at a cost of $2,300. He said he
made the order when he did because of a possible hike in
the price of the pagers. The pagers had been budgeted
but Councilman Bill Cook was upset since the council did
not give specific approval. AN

Culp did make the purchase following two meetings.
The first was at a county-wide meeting with the sheriffs
department ambulance service, and the Northern
it was agreed to institute the apparatus t the
county with the NCCFPD agreeing to bear the cost of
purchasing the control panel. At a later meeting with
Sheriff Thonoff, Mayor Ed Touber and the South Arkansas
Fire Protection District, the South Arkansas district also
decided to purchasé the pagers. It was after these two
meeting that Culp went ahead with the purchase.

T VesYuye No v chh
b (X2
+ -~ Engagement of Jo Ann Salazar, daughter of
Mclr. and Mrs. Joe Salazar, and P\'iv‘a’\geh First
M;u lton Myers, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Milton Myers, Sr., has been announced. Mrs. -
ench died yesterday in Salida
I'wo local men, Harry M. Locke was
te senator, and Harold R. Koster,
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cause damages of $550

Four fires in Salida during
Novemh;r resulted in

“estimated damages of $550,

Fire Chief Charles Culp said in
a repurt ‘Monday night to the

- city couneil.

Culp estimated that property
valued at $95,450 was exposed
to the blazes, which included
two electrical fires, a trash
fire, a vehicular fire, and a
building fire.

The city ent, he said,
was also called out once for a
false alarm, once to stand by
during a MAST helicopter
mission, and once to rescue a
cat stuck on a high pole.

South  Arkansas = Fire
Protection District units, he
reported, were called out to one
building fire, at which damage
was estimated at $2,500.
Property valued at $40,000 was
exposed to the flames. The
district fire-fighters also had

"one false alarm.

Culp reported that local

firemen also answered one
Chaffee County call, in which a
building valued at $70,000
sustained damages estimated
at $250.

Culp said that local volunteer
firemen held two meetings
during November, one a
training session, and received
an attendance plaque from the

‘San Luis Valley Fire

Association for 1976.

The Safeway Store, the Patio
Pancake Place, and Acme
Electric were inspected during
the month, Culp reported. Five
fire extinguishers were . in-
stalled at Acme to comply with
the code. :

Culp and Ernie Criswell,
director of the Department of
Public Works, also inspected
the Highland West develop-
ment for a possible gas leak
and found the fire hydrants
there to” be improperly in-
stalled. The latter situation will
be corrected.

\

AON do Dec /31L
Fl_remln douse
‘blaze in yard

The Salida Fire Department

. was called out Saturday night

' at 7:25 to douse a grass fire at

the home of Dr. William Mehos
at 805 Poncha Blvd..

No damage was caused by
the small blaze, which was
quickly extinguished.

Fire department officials
said that hot ashes from the
fireplace in the Mehos home
had been dumped on a pile of
grass clippings in the back
yard. That started the fire.

Th L)/'Z:, J(e'\;, ,/‘:\)\ {
Fire at motel
caused damages
of up to $5,000

' Damages in Wednesdgy s
fire at Motel Martha at 129 W.
Rainbow Blvd. were estimated -
today at $4,000 to $5,000.

Flames gutted only one of the
motel’s 17 units, but smoke and

water damage throughout the
building was described as
extensive by fire department
officials.
| Fire Chief Charles Culp said
1 that preliminary investigation
I indicates that the fire started
because of faulty wiring in a
television set inside the room.
The melted down set was
discovered in a corner of the
unit.

" About 5,000 gallons of water
was used to extinguish the
blaze in the building, owned by
Joe Lionelle of Salida. -

Firemen were returning to
the station from a grass fire
alarm when Jane Simmons, an
employee of the nearby U. S.
Soil offices, called in the alarm
at 11:30 a.m.

Culp said the grass and brush
fire had burned about 50 square
feet of ground along the
railroad tracks near Fifth
Street, behind the old Sulida
1 . Gumlte shed.

i Damage was minor, he liid,
because firement kept the
blaze from spreading to
nearby wooden building.
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caused about $5,000 damage building

motel at Salida
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Fire damages

Fire Chief Charles Culp
reported that the unit was
The motel is owned by Joe
Lionelle of Salida and the
Culp said that investigation
is not complete but that he

He said two Salida firemen
.believes the blaze started in a

at Martha’s Motel on U.S. 50 because of extremely dense
it
~and nine volunteers used

here Wednesday when
well involved with smoke and

flames when trucks from

Salida and
listed as Larry Wallace.

manager or the occupant of

the room.
television set found melted

locate either the motel

about 500 gallons of water to
occupant of the unit was

gutted the interior of one
extinguish the blaze.

housekeeping unit.
District arrived.

Arkansas Fire
Officials said

Martha’s Motel on U.S. 50 Wednesday
morning; the blaze apparently started

Salida firemen battled thick smoke in a television set in the room which was

billowing from a housekeeping unit at gutted.—Photo by Dick Dixon

BILLOWING SMOKE




CiOBDS "SMOKE—-aFiroﬂghvters Joe Chacon d'ndv',!g:b sbrious.s'hokoondﬂr d
Kidwell work amid a cloud of smoke to extinguish this

morning's blaze at the Motel Martha, which sustained

Motel Martha damaged by blaze

Afire of undetermined origin -
‘caused extensive damage to a

kitchenette unit of the Motel
Martha this morning.
| The fire alarm was reported
‘at 11:30 a.m. Fireman from
Salida and the South Arkansas
Fire Protection District had
the blaze under control within
minutes.

There were no injuries

reported.

The blaze at the motel .on

‘Highway 50 at G street was
confined to a single unit of the
17-room facility. :
No damage estimate was
given, although the damages
from fire, smoke and water to
the building was believed (o be

~extensive.

At Mountain Mail presstime,
it was not known whether or
not the unit where the fire

be as- ied the night
beﬁ‘r;.wsmcup:ed nigh
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not yet known. (Photo by Carl Hasselbrink)

Sheriff  Deputy Fred
Paquette said it was believed
that the unit had had a per-
manent occupant as recently
as two weeks ago. :

Paquette said the alarm was
turned in by Jane Simons of Bio
Systems Laboratories, just
east of the motel.

Salida Fire Chief Charles
Culp said he had not deter-
mined what might have caused
the fire. g

The building is owned by Joe
Lionelle of Salida.

Simons said she saw smoke
pouring from under the eaves
of the building at about 11:30.,
She said the fire department
was on. the scene. within
minutes of her call of alarm,

Mrs. Odell Hubbard is the
manager of the motel. She was
not present at the time of the
fire and at press time had not
yet been located.

he cause of the blcie is

Tugsd?},}?q»d_ 4 L4, /(;77

~ Fire Report

The Salida Fire Department
responded to a small fire along
the Arkansas River near the
Park Motel at 105 Oak St. at 7
a.m. Monday. % R

According to the !%port hot

The firemen extinguisk
fire in 20 minutes, using 400
gallons of water. ¥

Al




in hand, Don Sforlc
the roof as Joe Chacon directs a spray of
'smoldering base of the Martha Motel during
o, which occurred just before 12 noon

(above)
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Fire Department elects

five officers

The Salida Fire Department,
Chief Charles Culp reports, has
elected five officers for one-
year terms during 1977.

- William Smith has elected
_president of the volunteer
organization, with Tim Nelson
being chosen vice president.
The other officers are Phil
Sterle, treasurer, Brad Craig,
" secretary, and Clay Ogden,
Jim Gray and Kevin Nelson,
~ Local firemen responded to
10 alarms during December,
, Culp reported. They

grass fires, two ash pit fires,

for 1977

spections, one call to in-
vestigate a gas leak, and one
‘false alarm.

Property valued at $50,000
was exposed to fire during the
month, he said, but damages

were limited to an estimated
$5,000.

Two alarms were handled by
the South Arkansas Fire
Protection District, Culp said.
One was a building fire in
which a unit valued at $50,000
sustained $5,000 in damages,
and the . othu"vm a false
alarm.

hcll!iraneurespond'dw/

" no county fires, he noted.

Wednesday. Below, Tim Nelson (right) cmd fireman Jnm
Gray inspect the inside wall of the one motel unit most
severely damaged by 1he bluze. (Photogrqhs by Ccrl, 1

- —

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1977

Fire in trash
is extinguished
The Salida Fire Department
responded to a trash ‘fire
Thursday at about 4 p.m.
The fire was in an ash pit at
the residence of Rev. and Mrs.

Mark Matney at 1018 I St. The
Matneys were advised of the

no-burning law. No. damage
was done, according to “the |

report.
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SALIDA (C-8J) — New
portable communication
equipment for sheriff's of-
ficers, ambulance personnel
and firemen throughout

ty will go into
servncehere today.
' Sheriff Harold Thonhoff

said five new portable pack
sets with battery chargers
will be distributed. He said
three sets will go to the
northern end of the county.

Thonhoff explained that
the three channel, five watt,
radios will provide better law
enfotceme’ut
emerﬁ communication

as been possible ‘with
two units in the past.

The pack sets are part of
about $6,000 in com-
munications equipment
which was authorized for
purchase by county com-
missioners last year. Other
equipment will include a
powe: bcoster for use with
the pack sets when long-
range communication is
necessary, a portable
‘generator and fluorescent
vests for members of search
orrescue parties.

- In addition to the pack sets,

 Thonhoff said there are at- .

tachments which will allow
‘them to be used from aircraft
_or from other vehicles which
are not equipped with an-
tennas. The new belt-carried
radios cost about $880 each.
About 48 pocket pagers for
volunteer emergency per-

7 1 i o\

_receiv

rescue and’

sonnel Wﬂlaeinto use ten

tatively at same time.

Thonhoff said he expects the

Encoder console, which is the
heart of the system, to be
installed in the courthouse

‘radio room today.

He said the Encoder’ was
purchued by the Northern
Chaffee County Fire
Protection District.

When an emergency call is
in the central radio
office, Thonhoff explained,
the dispatcher will press a
series of buttons on the
Encoder. This will cause a
selected series of pocket
pagers carried by volunteers
to emit a 15-second tone.

Thonhoff said that,

following the tone, 0 voice
ﬂnagewiIIbetnnSmmed

‘explaining the nature of the

emergency and its location.
He said pagers will be
carried by volunteer firemen

‘in both ends of the county and

by ambulance personnel in
the Salida area. \

Pagers for volunteers have
been purchased by each of
the separate agencies.
Thonhoff said the small units
cost about $300 each.

The sheriff said that When
the ~paging system is in
operation and when any
unforeseen ‘‘bugs’’ have

‘been worked out, emergency
response time will be con-

siderably improved.(

ai‘in of law enzopcement‘
commumcatious _here in~
Chaffee County.

Purchased by Shenff Hamldn
Thonhoff, the pack sets are
designed to provide better law
enforcement and more ef-
ficient rescue and emergency
communication services.

Previously, the department
had only two porta-packs, each

limited in power and range.

The new pack sets, ;

Thonhoff, can be used w i
. power booster for longrange

communications, or adapted

for use in axrplanesorvéhiclbs

that are equxpﬁed \ﬂﬂl
' antennas.

According to deputy Fred
Paquette, the pack sets can be
carried on an. ﬁlcer s belt.. A
mlcrophone-s aker on an.
ext: eord can be hooked

ained -

onto a Paqmue 1

Mﬂhﬁ tblo

“to communicate bnpk to the ,‘7

Encoder ... |

| (Continued from Page 1)
'system, we could leave room
for many other groups,” said
Abel. 1

According to Sheriff Harold
Thonhoff, the paging system
will vastly improve emergency
response time by volunteer
groups.

' Cheddar cheese that has mild
flavor usually is cured for 2 or
3 months. Cheddar cheese with
very sharp flavor needs much
g er curing — 8to 12 months

Wtdnardan. A o «zf
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Home damaged by fire

Area firemen were bai:llled said the fire ap-
late Monday night to e a M: ; C
blaze that czmedan estimated faulty m,e flue, and that
$1,500 in damages to the home the flames scorched the mantel
of Donna Sherbért at 9625 and burned through the wall
Highway 291. 3 h in

L, ahata e it | The separ
at 11:20 p.m i All  was
time thz local fire depart- burned from floor to cei_uhu,_‘
ment’s new paging sytem was mﬁﬂmw the floor was i
put into use. 'l‘enfiuﬂchm.ho i
responded to the scene. -
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‘Post reported to the city values

building fire with an estlmated

TheSaﬁthh‘eDgplmem wall in the batin'oum qndthat
‘responded to an electrical fire smoke and flames began
Tuesday afternoon' at the coming out of thae wall.
residence of Kauem Daher at
602 F Street. !

- Mrs. Baker said that 'she  approximately $200 in damage
heard a small explosion in a to the hause

'meﬁrewasputoutwuh

S % -
X '-rj;._ T 5.8
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Post, Culp : .port
otal of $200. ‘Property
at $45,000 was exposed
council Monday that fines m d%;z fire, he noted.
totaling $840 were imposed in ~ ‘The city crew was also on
March as the result of stand-by atone Mast helicopter
criminal, traffic and leash law ehndmg here, he said, while the
arrests. “'South Arkansas district

Six persons arrested on ?fmem extinquished two

Salida Police Chief Leonard da

criminal charges served a total  grass fires and one vehicle fire. -
of nine days in jail, he said, and" latter departm
paid fines of $130 and court ‘investigated ot{e
costs of $10. smeke 5

resulted in fines of $660 and ‘dist
costs of $25, with two cases
being dismissed and sen- .
tencing being deferred in one.’
Five leash law arrests
resulted in fines of $50 andt-
costs of $25 being imposed. -
Fire Report
Fire Chief Charles Culp told
the council -that the city g«
department responded to ouei T
4chool mdren, he-,

also
ort of

ing March, one an arson’
aining session. . 7.
- Salida firemen are working
fire. programs
e city’s element

MONDAY, MAY 8, 1977 _
(e ,

City; firemen
called to help

Salida firemen responded to
a call for assistance Saturday
in battling a brush fire in |
Fremont County at the
Sugarbush Campground near
Howard.

Nine Salida firemen and two
trucks were dispatched to the
scene of the fire at 11:50 a.m.
and returned at 2 p.m. after
having helped bring the fire
under control. Fremont County
crews extinguished the blazey
later in the day.

May 10, 1967
Mark Ruttum, a Salida Hngh School Junior,
andteeu-agerofthe week, is finalist in the

- region for a trip to the National Youth Con-
- ference on the atom in Chicago. Bureau asks

the city and that wlunteer 3
iremen held two. meetings

Foelly oL
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Pagers working well
for Salida firemen

SALIDA (C-SJ) — Charles
Culp, fire chief here, is en-
thusiastic about the success
of the paging system which
went into use shortly after
the first of the year by both
fire and ambulance per-
sonnel in southern Chaffee
County.

Culp explained that his
' department has 20 of the

pocket-sized pagers and that
‘on calls since they have been
in use, they appear to be
cutting response time,
especially for volunteers.
Culp said the shortened time
is “significant enough to be
noticed immediately.” ,

- He said the system is
triggered through a console
located in the dispatch room
at Chaffee County Cour-
thouse. Culp explained that
the system can be selective
enough to call one man or to
call several men, as the need
and occasion require. The
pocket-or belt-carrie pagers
emit a tone for about 15
seconds, and then a voice
message can be transmitted
telling location and other
pertinent details of an
emergency.

He said the system in use
by firemen cost $5,126. The
City of Salida paid $2,300 of
the cost, the South Arkansas
Fire Protection District
picked up $2,700 of the tab
and the men purchased their
own belt carriers for a total
of $126.

R ——_—
THURSDAY, MAY 19, 1971

During the past year, Culp
said that 90 fire department
assistance calls in Salida
accounted for 71.1 per cent of
a total of 127 calls. South
Arkansas District calls
amounted to 23 or 18.8 per
cent of the total while 14 calls
for Chaffee. County fires
made up the rgﬁiammg 10.1
per cent. g

Business inspections
within Salida, Culp said
found. all the buildings in
good condition - from  fire -
safety standpoint. He said
that the department installed
several fire extinguishers in
homes and businesses at the
request of owners. .

All fire hydrants in the city
were inspected, and the chief
said about a half-dozen were
installed on land recently‘
annexed by the eity.

In other fire department '

ctivity, Culp said th
volunteers held 24 meeting
throughout the year, and that
12 were training sessions for
15 volunteers and five
regular city firemen.
Training instructors were
from Pueblo Fire Depart-
ment. i

Five firemen and 8
volunteers .attended the
annual firemen’s convention
in Manitou Springs the third
week in June. Culp sai that
training sessions there in-
cluded work on extinguishing
fires and prevention of
fires.O -
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btore workers
put out blaze

- Employees at the Gambles

Store on F Street in downtown
hed a small

Salida
. fire Wednesday afternoon.

An employee called the

‘Salida Fire Department at 1:50 »
to report the incident, but -

advised firemen seconds later \+.
that the fire had been ex-

A brief investigation by
firemen revealed that a tester"
on an electric stove had ignited «
‘When a burner was turned on.

» .‘u B

Sal}da firemen
win trophy

SALIDA (C-SJ) — Fire
department members here
‘won the over-all trophy in the
1977 San Luis District fire
meet ' held Sunday in
Alamosa with -points ac- '
cumulated from places in
_four events. <

The Salida team placed

first in the three-man in-line

lay, first in stationary ap-
paratus, second in three-man
option and thxrd in the motor i
replacement

Firemen who made up the
Bahda team were Tim and
Kevin Nelson, Jim Gray, Bill
and Fred Smith and Wes
Wagner

il bids on clearing Lake area. gy »
x ang:me&e fromB thevChaI{;e County Sheriff’s gy
_ office, uena Vista fire department and
the Reformatory fought a five-hour blaze on Fll'e
Tuesday in the east edge of Nathrop where
several homes were threatened.

—— s . nan o .
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Friday ummum‘f
‘m& dun ol
was slight. i
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Vaqueros.

In presenting the award to
the firemen, Joe Hergert,
Salida High football coach and
last year’s man of the year,

~ said the volunteers  were on
duty around the clock, “giving
_ unselfishly of their time and

time they were called out.

' Hergert noted that each of
the 23 volunteers carries a
paging devise at all times, all
are trained in first aid and

-

ida area

DA (C-SJ) — Theresa
':cgte 18, of Salida’
‘minor inJuries in an
t here Sunday af-
at the mtersectxon of |
d E Streets. .

police reported that

willing to risk their lives” each’

"Mmﬂw QA ogn
Damages run lugh

in accident here

carry first aid cards, and all
work constantly to improve
their firefighting skills.

The firemen have responded
to an average of 12 calls per
month in their back-up role to
Salida’s five full-time firemen.
Their duties include manning
the fire station in the event of a
fire call as well as responding
with a force of men to the scene
of the fire.

The volunteers have been
honored with more than 250
awards in state and district
competition including three
state championships for speed
and efficiency in extinguishing
fires. ;

Bill Smith, president of the
volunteers, received the award
on behalf of the department.

Jerry Cady, last year’s
Chamber woman of the year,

<3/

noted Mrs. Randolph’s many
civic contributions, most
notably her work toward

_establishing the new Salida

museum. ;

Recognizing that a museum
was badly needed, Mrs..
Randolph first went to the city
council to approve a location.
Then “she began working on

‘fundmg the project going to the

‘Centennial-BiCentennial
Cnmmlssnon for a grant and
coordinating other sources,
including the estate of the late
Harriet Alexander, the city of
Salida and other private
donors.

Mrs. Randolph helped
supervise construction of the
facility and then the gathering
of the historical data and ar-
tifacts as well 'as donating
several items from her own

19722

ucke was southbound
t and was turning
_Fifth when Alan-
ley Hampshire, of Salida

to yield the right of
v and his vehicle was hit
nght front of the

5 'gaucke suffered cuts
se, elbow and knee
mpshire was not in-
Officers estimated
mage to the Saucke pickup
d th Hampshlre sedan at

ame ume, 4.4
Joseph J. Griegos, 26,

Three accidents took place in
the Salida region over the
weekend, and although none of
them involved serious injuries,
one of them resulted in a total
of $1,400 in damages.

The worst accident took
place in Salida at the in-
tersection of *Fifth and E
Streets on Sunday. According
to the police report, Theresa
Lynn Saucke, 18, of Salida, was
southbound on E Street, tur-
ning left onto Fifth Street.

Alan Audley Hampshier, 76,
of Salida, who was westbound
on Fifth Street failed to yield
the right of way to Saucke and

damages.

At that same moment, 4:25
'p.m., Joseph J. Gallegos, 26, of
527 H St., backed up and
knocked over a gas pump in the
Minit Market parking lot. His
1973 GMC pickup sustained
$300 in damages. He ‘was not
injured.

Salida firemen were called to
the scene.

Last Friday there was a
minor accident just west of
Salida, on County Road 120.
Both Russell D. Hinton, 43, and
Kathleen M. K.regel 28, were
westbound. 2

collection, and finally placmg
the pieces in the museum.

She serves on the Chaffee
County Planning Commission,
the ‘administrative board for
the Council of Governments, is
a member of the Community
Action Administration, helped
develop the 4-H skiing
program, and is active in the
American Leglon Post of
Salida.

Mrs. Randolph ‘and her
husband Sam moved to Salida
in 1972 from Golden. She was
raised in Kouts, Indiana,
became a registered nurse,
received her degree in nurses
education from . Denver
University, and served in the
Army nurse corp in the North
African campaign and in the
Italian campaign.

Bryce Johnson, the ‘‘ranch

o e
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Randolph firemen are honored

boss’’ of 'the Vaqueros,

presented the “Wanted” award

to Brown. He is the out-going
Chamber president having

served on the board of direc- ‘

tors for the past two years.

Brown, the manager of the
'Salida Building and Loan, is
active in the Salida Rotary
Club, where he is the vice-
president, and he and his wife
Mettie are members of the
First Methodist Church and the
Shavano Four-Wheelers.

" Also at the Bangquet, those
present heard a report from
Ken Baker, the 1977 Chamber

pres:dent on goals for the 3

coming year, as well as a
report from Brown, the 1976
presndent

Master of ceremonies for the
event was Will Thomas.

R
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Police,fire reports
presented to council

Depurtmental reports for
January were presented
Monday night to the Salida city

council by Police Chief
Leonard Post and Fire Chief
Charles Culp.

Post reported a total of 67
arrests, with fines and costs
imposed reaching $1030 and
jail sentences amounting to 15

| days.

Eight criminal arrests, he
said, resulted in court fines and
costs of $185 and sentences
totaling 15 days. Forty-five
traffic arrests led to $625 in
fines and costs, with three .
! cases dismissed ‘and deferred
prosecutlon granted in

‘“‘and is operating very
satisfactorally.”” One faulty
pager, however, was returned
to the factory for repairs or
replacement.

Fire safety inspections were
conducted at McCormick Auto,
Morrison Auto, the Salida
Livestock Commission, the
Main Bar and Steak House, and
the municipal sewer plant and
garage. Some faulty electrical
wiring was found at one ~f the
businesses.

Volunteer firemen held two
_meetings during the ~month,

‘one a training session coll-
,ﬁemlhg methods of

’

Salida backed from 2 his vehicle was hit by the right _ Hinton, of Salida, started td;'. & \ o
. arking place at Minit front of the Sauclu:u\'vehiclegh jurn 166l into & driveway, Jues :;l:ggpmmzégaﬂl ﬁl:: Sxofoig
(o rket on U.S. 50 east of Saucke sustained cuts on her 25 Kregel, of Garfield, was " and costs.
B ida and knocked over a nose, elbow and knee, while Passing him. Culp said ‘local firemen ’
i soline pump. Firemen Hampshier escaped unhar-  The vehicles’ mirrors ’hnt ‘ answered 10 calls, with two
1 calléd but found that med. Each vehicle, a 1963 causing $20 in damages - to minor fires resultmg in an
J employes had ex- Chevrolet pickup and a 1973 Kregel’s 1965 International estimated $50 in_damages
r uished flames by the Plymouth, sustained $700 in station wagon. ¥ within the city limits.
: ks arrived. * : e ' Four other bldzes within the
g f's officers estimated i South  Arkansas  Fire
b_} ge to the -Griegos = | Protection District caused ,
s ! “at $300 and no MONDAY FEBRUABY 21 1977 ‘damages -estimated at $1,750, !
# mate was made “on Sg et with property vzfalued at $35,400 |
3 exposed to the fires |
Fire Report Culp noted that the new ;
o paging system was put into use |
g 4o the Saliay Fure Deporiment during the middle of the month
o e Saturday after;loonmdam o é d
! About $80 to $100 ages
1Fire damages was done to the chimney at the
‘ ' ' residence of Jim McCormick at
‘5.4 IS here 827 D St. Twelve firemen
| «.PONC*!A SPRINGS—A responded to the call. (
_grass and brush fire burned -, »
 about four acres of property on
le Cochetopa Road south-
west of here on Monday af- | .
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The insurance

Early day fires we

residents are shown looking among the ruins of the big
January 2, 1888. The fire started at the new three-story
g Peter Mulvany was erecting at the southeast corner of
and F Streets where the Harold R. Koster building now stands.
the Mulvany structure fell, crushing the Sullivan hardware

N. C. Twitchell’s companies
paid out $20,000. Others

~collecting insurance were C, C.. ... Peter, Mulvany. .ran.a .two...Narman. who-had-a stook.of-
Laub, the Masonic Lodge,

Webb and Corbin, © R.
Deveraux, William Stevens
and Charles Hayden, the
Oyster Bay and Witmer fur-
niture company.

The greatest conflagration
was on Jan. 2, 1888. The fire
started at the new three-story
hotel building Peter Mulvany
was erecting at the southeast
corner of Second and F streets.
The wall of the Mulvany block
fell and crushed the Sullivan
hardware building to powder.
Two men inside were rescued.

The flames jumped across
Second street and Craig’s
Opera House was destroyed, as

was Dell Crane’s liquor store

on the first floor of the opera
house, Hodgman row, Santa Fe
Moll’s, the old gymnasium,
Gillett and Whitehursts
Grocery House, C. H. Cl' %
Photography shop, G. |
Bateman and sons Hardw: .
store and others were
destroyed by the blaze.

Some of the losses included
$5,000 to Dell Crane, $11,000 for
the Craig Opera House, $9,000
to the Bateman’s, $13,000 to
Gillett and Whitehurst Grocery
at Second and F streets, $18,000
to the Hodgman buildings, and
between $5,000 and $10,000 to
Craig-Sandusky and Company,

G 28, /G777

even though they had moved
out their whole stock.

column advertisement pointing
out that he had four fires in 20
months and was ready to sell
out. (He didn't sell.)

The issue of Jan. 13, 1888
reports the air still was
ladened with the odor of baked
beans and other canned goods
that were\buried in the ruins.

Mulvany’ fire troubles were
far from over. The Salida Mail
of Nov. 2., 1889, reports that
fire destroyed his extensive

. grocery es‘ahl'shment just

across fro- ) &RGC ‘rack.
His account books burnea and
estimated loss was $25,000.
Mulvany moved his business
across the way to his carriaage
warehouse and continued.

At this particular fire the
firemen were short of water

" and hose. And the firemen?

They were paid $2.50 a day for
fighting blazes.

A fire which ' was
acknowledged as a blessing to

the community occurred at the:

corner of First and F streets in
early May, 1890. Old land-
marks were wiped out.

The fire started at two
o’clock on a Sunday morning in
. .cnen of the Saddle Rock
restaurant. There was so much
grease on the floor and fur-
niture that the blaze spread
rapidly. -

re dis

building to powder. Two men inside were rescued. The flames jumped
across Second Street to the Craig Opera House destroying it and all
other business firms in the block including Whitehurst's Grocery, the
Bateman Hardware store and Sante Fe Moll’s place. C. H. Clark,
pioneer photographer in the area, took the picture.

The fire went on to the
building occupied by J. W.

cigars and confections,
Schullke shoe shop, W. G.
Westfall real estate office and
W. K. Eggleston’s dental
rooms.

These were among the first

buildings erected when the

town was founded in 1880. The
Mountain . Mail first was
published in the Twitchell
building where Schuelke,
Westfall and Eggleston were
located at the time of the fire,

The latter part of August,
1892, another fire broke out,
after which the Mail editor
offered sympathy to the
property owners involved, but
at the same time extended
congratulations to the city.
After several “‘attempts,’”’ the
old Germania House, a cheap
hotel on Front street, was
destroyed by fire.

In addition, the flames took
Lee Chung’s laundry, Com-
stock’s restaurant, M. J.
Kinneys saloon,and the four-
unit tenement building owned
by J. B. Randol. All were of
frame construction.

“It was a pretty sight, all of
the buildings burning at once,”
the Mail reporter noted.
Firemen hustled to save old
fences to the west, and also
Governor Hunt’s frame

building .on E. between First

and Front streets.

R LR YR R

astrous

Many of J. A. Eddy’s shade
trees surrounding the park
opposite - the fire~-were “aiso
destroyed. The loss totaled
$8,000—with little insurance.

““The fire was undoubtedly of
incendiary origin and there is
no clue whatever to the per-
petrator of the act. The losses
will not be very heavy to the

.property owners when it is

taken into consideration that
the land itself has enhanced in
value since the fire. The
citizens sympathize with the
losers in their loss.”

e
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Salida police arrests
add $96§O to city coffers

| ‘SALIDA (C-SJ) -\-) City
|| Police Chief Leonard Post on
‘ Monday reported to the city
<‘council that his department
made arrests in the last
month which resulted in $965
in fines and court costs. =
Post “detailed action, in-
cluding 6 criminal, 33 traffic
and 11 leash law arrests.
Fire Chief Charles Culp
reported two calls within the
city, one to extinguish a
building fire and one
miscellaneous call, and
estimated property damage
{ from the fire at $50.
i In addition, there was one
call in the South Arkansas
Fire Protection District and
one in Chaffee County. Both

eblo  LhIgErod Kuiae

‘the 1953 -pumper owned by -

fires.

Culp reported one mutual .
aid run to Fremont County to-
help with a brﬁgh'_;tire and .
said inspections were made
at Columbine Manor Nursing
Home, Ed's Upholstery,
Salida Swimming Pool and
the Pepsi-Cola plant. |

Volunteer firemen held two
meetings during the past
month with one on training in
hose-laying and other on |
application of a hose stream

AR, e

e

6

on diferent types of fires. ! OSSO

Culp added that extensive. °
repairs were completed on

the South Arkansas Fire '
Protection District. _ i

@ - R,
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Salida firemen
set state record

| 'SALIDA (C-SJ) — Firemen

. here set a state record of

‘ 11.55 seconds in the three-
man option event at the
Colorado Firemen's Con-
vention' in Loveland last
weekend and Buena Vista
firefighters took the trophy
for having the oldest fire .

‘ apparatus.

**“The three-man Salida team

consisted ofsTim and Kevin

Nelson and Bill Smith. .

! AsecondSalida team came
in third in the event this year .
with a time of 11.63 seconds, -
which also beat the 1974

| record :%hich bethey had set.
Team members are .

_Gray, Fred Smith and Wes

- Wagner. 4

" The Buena Vista hose cart
which won first place in its
division was pulled by Gary
.Suposs, Dave Smith;, But
Propernick, Dan Gn‘g%s and
Mike Pauley, all of Buepa
Vista. ;

it




Volunteer Firemen
Alamosa Sunday. The
skills. The Salida Fir

month which resulted in $965
in fines and court costs.

Post "detailed action, in-
cluding 6 criminal, 33 traffic
and 11 leash law arrests.

Fire Chief Charles Culp
reported two calls within the
city, one to extinguish a
building fire and one
miscellaneous call, and
estimated property damage
from the fire at $50.

In addition, there was one
call in the South Arkansas
Fire Protection District and

one in Chaffee County. Both

'FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 1977

Invitational which was held in
event tested the men's fire fighting:

e Dept. took second place in t
three-man option, first place b

category, third in motor repl

said inspections were made
at Columbine Manor Nursing
Home, Ed’s Upholstery,
Salida Swimming Pool and
the Pepsi-Cola plant.
Volunteer firemen held two
meetings during the past
month with one on training in
hose-laying and other on
application of a hose stream
on diferent types of fires.
Culp added that extensive
repairs were completed on
the 1953 -pumper owned by
the South Arkansas Fire
Protection District. _

-

S et

—Hold' the trophin )hof iy o 1 l.uis.V?Jlty. n the three-man in line contest, with:

Firemen above are, from left to r
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s

with-a time of .1:4.3
seconds, which tied the San Luis Valley record. The
ight, starting in the t

row: Bill Smith, Jim Gray, Wes Wagner, Kevin and 1’?p
Nelson. Fireman Fred Smith was not present for the

in the stationary apparatus  photo. (Photo by Car: Hasselbrink)
acement and they were first
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Salida firemen
‘set staterecord
'SALIDA (C-8J) — Firemen

. here set a state record of

11.55 seconds in the three-
man option event at the
Colorado Firemen’s Con-
vention in Loveland last
' weekend and Buena Vista
firefighters took the trophy
for having the oldest fire .
' apparatus.
*“The three-man Salida team
| consisted ofsTim and Kevin
| Nelson and Bill Smith. .

A second Salida team came

in third in the event this year .
with a time of 11.63 seconds, .
which also beat the /1974
" record which they had set.
Team members are Jim
Gray, Fred Smith and Wes
Wagner. " y

The Buena Vista hose cart
which won first place in its
division was pulled}?y Gar,
Suposs, Dave Smith; But
Propernick, Dan Griggs and
Mike Pauley, all of Buena
Vista. Y
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where she attended

C. Davenport family |

summer above Ponch: |
Leonard, formerly on th
Preobytemn Academy
- tend the graduation befo
attend the University o
June 14
Eight-year-old Mike

Patterson, i:gr;dmﬁm
of Wisconsin at Mac
McEwing is leaving {
Colorado University |
. summer sessions. Mrs.
daughter, Mary
: Vmﬁnl the former’s f;

- Junel4 1
Dr Elwood Lynch, fo
Rio Grande Hospital in
over the weekend by the
School of Medicine. He
1917 class and has .
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auooxc' UP—Salida ﬂ'm
Smith runs beside the fire e
" hooks up a hon duringat pnkﬂ

Fred Smith as he hurries to ma
i connocﬂon durlng a pracﬂu uul

RA ) spray from a not-quite-tight
upling does not hamper firefighter

County’s firemen earn

f, Chaffee County’s volunteer
firemen brought home trophies

‘trophies at convention

The ‘record the Salida team
proke was set in 1974 by the

for their performances during South Arkansas unit, which
the annual Colorado State placed third in the event this i
Firemen’s Convention in yi:r Jlms(l‘:ig,;:oes Wg:er»
Loveland this past weekend. 2 Fred ma ‘3

g v to beat the old record, finish

- Salida’s competlfion team of in 11.63 seconds.

LBill Smith, Tim Nelson and  Buena Vista's old hose m;
Kevin Nelson pl firstinthe was pulled by Gary Suposs,
three-man option event, setting Dave Smith, Mark' Allen, Jim

a new state record of 11.55 M g-,ull:utcgdlgoped
seconds in the process. 'l‘hq y & an Griggs.
were also the runners-up in the Tinnxbeﬂ the departmenta
- three-man overall mndinss, mueot rode along.
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«City firemen

put out blaze

The Salida Fire Department
extinguished a small grass and
brush fire behind the Christian
Science Church at 100 E Third
StFTuuday :

our firemen responded to

the alarm at 12:35 p.m.

The cause of the fire is not
known. ‘

ment's competition team, turns on a

K WORK—Salida fireman Tim
hydrant ofhr hooklng up a hose rapidly.

son, a member of the local depart-
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Fred Smith as he hurries to make QHOOKlNGV UP—Salida fireman Fred e loc depa 's compet
¥ Qnmcﬁon during a practice 'snﬂ&!.fshg::"h At b.'*'.d' the fire engine as he ?"""h. B e g
g ! - " hooksupa hm during a practice staged . ‘

AY—The spray from a not-quite-tight
' does not hamper firefighter
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County’s firemen earn
trophies at convention

»

' ORK—SaIldc fireman Tim
, a member of the local depart-

ment's competition team, turns on a
hydrant after hopklng up a hose rapidly.

'

. Chaffee County’s volunteer
firemen brought home trophies
for their performances during
the annual Colorado State
Firemen’s Convention in
Loveland this past weekend.

: Salida’s competition team of
~ bBill Smith, Tim Nelson and
Kevin Nelson sd first in the
three-man event, setting
a new state record of 11.55
seconds in the process. They
were also the runners-up in the
three-man overall standings.

The record the Salida team
broke was set in 1974 by the
South Arkansas unit, which
placed third in the event this
year. Jim Gray, Wes Wagner
and Fred Smith also managed
to beat the old record, finishing
in 11.63 seconds. b

Buena Vista’s old hose eart
was pulled by Gary Suposs,
Dave Smith, Mark Allen, Jis
Manley, Butch Propernick,
Mike Pauley and Dan Griggs

bell, the departrm
mascot, rode along.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, 1977 -

City firemen

put out blaze

The Salida Fire Department
extinguished a small grass and
brush fire behind the Christian
Science Church at 100 E. Third
St.F'meoday. : ;

'our firemen responded to
the alarm at 12:35 p‘:’n.

The cause of the fire is not

known.




Short causes car flre

'meSaltdali’ireDemrhnent 'lhelOMMusuu,mby.
morning L : RD“ Marie Wmer of
caught fire at a local | Wilmington, Del..ammu
Employeet Bradbury Electrical eomm mm .
~Conoco on Highway 50, the hood apparently shorted ‘

however, extinguished the fire out, damaging the engine
before firemen arrived at the Wiring and scorching the paint

: W ' on the hood.
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Charles Culp he said.

~ TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 1877

. were estimated at -
City firemen also answered
Chaffee County alarm,
~ extinguishing the buring
wreckage of a light plane on
- Monarch Pass. et
Culp reported that in-
spections were made during
uly at The Men’s Shop,
t . Western Auto, Sonic Drive-
rrests In, Kesner Junior High
d10 S 1, and the Strawberry

ht in Door pre-school. All were
; found to be in ‘‘good shape,”

_Webbs told —

‘Jerry Henderson of the
Salida Fire Department
reported today that he had

" received results of tests run
on gas samples taken at the
%Suﬂon bookstore and
trailer court yesterday.

Tests on the samples

were conducted by Colorado
state inspector John Foster,
Foster told the fire depart-
ment that there was ‘“no
danger at the Way Station, at
least at the present time.”
Samples that had been taken
from the city sewer system
were found to be totally free
of propane, butane and
natural gas. Samples taken
Tuesday were sent to the
State labs after the gas leak
at the Way Station was
-reported by Jeff Webb, owner

of the property, to the Salida“

City Council.

Samples were also taken
from an abandoned well in
the basement of the
bookstore structure, where
the leak was first'suspected.
These samples only showed a
minute trace of propane gas.

It was reported by Hen-
derson that two obsolete,
underground  propane-fuel
tanks have been dug up from
the area around the Way
Station, the first one having
been removed two weeks
ago from the Webb property
by a private contractor. the
second tank, which was
located across Oak Street
from the Way Station, was
unearthed by city crews,
under the supervision of
Ernie Criswell, last Tuesday.

Since the removal of the
tanks, the fire de nent is
continuing to take daily.
samples of fre
abandoned well at the site.
These will be taken and
tested until the well is proven
to be entirely free of gas. The
well will also continue to be

vented through the roof of the
g, to make sure there
‘no danger to rddum or

e “%ﬁr;’

-y

Nodanger

fro

customers. When

Henderson has notified the the leaks could have been
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m gas leak

asked whether or not hope so.” He added that the

City Counciland Jeff Webb at
the Way Station, of the

amount of gas coming from
caused by the buried propane dropped

tanks, Henderson replied, ‘‘almost nothing,”

gas from the

“We think so. At least,

results of the tests.

—

———— - —— —

MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 1977

APPRECIATION DAYS A HIT—In spite

of showers Friday and Saturday,

Appreciation Days sponsored by the
Heart of the Rockies Chamber of
Commerce proved to be a big hit with
area shoppers. Many people took
advantage of the special sales, which

’

: ‘odded up to overall good business for
area retailers. Above, Hans and Franz

Wuerfmansdobler, the sons of Mr. and

Mrs. Xaver Wuerfmansdobler, "take a

ride" on the oldest motorized fire truck
in the state, a display of the Salida Fire
Department. i
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lls _@ west of Sali

A single-engine plane buffeted by
60 mile-per-hour winds and trying Molasky, ranchhand at the
to clear Poncha Pass southwest of Ranch west of Poncha Springs, the:
Salida Friday morning crashed plane was flying into the teeth of.
and burned, killing five prominent the gusting winds and would have;
Upper Arkansas Valley men and needed another 1,000 feet of;
their pilot. altitude to clear the crest of the:
Killed in the crash were Chaffee = mountainridges, e I o
County Commissioners Edward  He told The Pueblo Chieftain and;
Krocesky, 55, and Ed Holman, 55; Pueblo Star-Journal the plane was!
Dan Everett, county land use heading up Little Cochetopa Creeki
administrator; Thomas W. Mc- only 300-500 feet above the ground. |
Curdy, 61, of Olney = Springs, “T knew it wasn’t going to make’
president of the Southeastern it,"”” Molasky said. “I saw the plane
Colorado Water Conservancy get caught in the wind and loop
District, and Everett’s brother, over in the air before it hit a big
George Everett, 64, a local rancher = pinontree. . T T
and secretary of the water district “It exploded on contact. Only a
board. " little brush burned at the site, but
Veteran pilot Anastasios the wreckagewasa molten mass of
Delecaris of Salida also died in the  fiberglass and aluminum when I
crash. He had been flying out of  got there,” Molasky added. “All I
Salida for six years and authorities - could make out was one tire still,
said he had a reputation for inflated, the motor -and a;
carefulness and safety. . propeller.” § DT RN
The six men were killed when the The plane made nearly a com-
plane nosed over and slammed into  plete loop from its southwesterly
the 10,000-foot level of the moun- course, authorities said, and was,
tains four miles west of the Harriet traveling to the northeast when it
Alexander Field in Salida, where it crashed into the mountain.
had taken off minutes before, The Molasky said he ran a mile and a_
Associated Press reported. half to the crash site.’ Other
The Cessna 206 belonged to the rescuers were already there. The.
Salida Flying Service. It had been plane had burst into flames on
chartered for a flight to Cortez impact. oMy
where the passengers were to Another witness, emnmw.ﬁﬁmg.
attend a meeting of the state Water = 17, saw the plane go down while he.
Conservation Board. . was working at the Barn Door Cafe
The crash occured a few minutes in Poncha muznwu. He took fire
before 7:30 a.m extinguishers with him to the site
Gov. Richard Lamm expressed of the wreckage. :
his deep regret at the death of the “I think every
six men, saying they were friends nned,”’ :

=

wreckage of a single-engine plane 5.&m.oqmmrmn’._n_wﬁmké-,,

s ~

in the mountains west of Salida, killing all six-men
£ e A ~h - A e
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SALIDA, COLORADO 81201

Fiery airplane crash here
takes the lives of six men

Salida.
The plane was en route to

Six men, two of them
members of the Chaffee
County board of com-
missioners, died instantly
this morning when their
single-engine aircraft
crashed and exploded into
flames in the Cochetopa Pass
region.

The victims were identified
by the Chaffee County
Sheriff’s Department as
commissioners Edward
Holman of Poncha Springs
and Edward Krocesky of
Buena Vista.

Also killed in the fiery
crash were county land use
administrator Dan Everett of
Salida and his brother,
George Everett,.a Salida

&

The Mountain Mail

TEN CENTS

area rancher and a member
of the directors of the
Southeastern Water Con-
servancy District (SCWCD).

The other victims were
Thomas W. McCurdy of
Pueblo, president of the
SCWCD, and the pilot of the
Cessna 206, Anastasias
Delecaris of Salida.

All six men were killed on
impact. There were no
survivors.

The aircraft, owned by
Salida Flying Service, took
off from Harriet Alexander
Field here at about 7:15 a.m.
The crash occurred ap-
proximately three minutes
later, some four air miles
fromtpeseld.. - ot

According to Sheriff’s
Department reports, the
plane lost power while
climbing to gain altitude. It
crashed into the moun-
tainside at an elevation of
approximately 10,000 feet.

Bernard Friend, the owner
of a nearby ranch, was one of
the first at the scene. He said
he found the wreckage and
nearby trees burning in-
tensely.

‘““There was smoke
everywhere,” Friend said.

‘First with Chaffee County news.’

B, - 3 0l 5 + 3% 3 g
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He and others searched the
area for survivors who might
have been thrown from the
aircraft, but without success.
Friend said the aireraft
was almost totally destroyed
by the force of the crash.

Another  person who
arrived quickly at the crash
site was 17-yéar-old Terry
Wright, who saw the plane go
down while working at the
Barn Door Cafe in Poncha
Springs.

Wright took a fire ex-

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1977

tinguisher from the
restaurant with him as he
hurried to the scene, having
seen the burst of smoke and
flame when the aircraft
crashed into the side of the
mountain.

The six bodies were
recovered later from the
wreckage by firemen, law
enforcement officers and
rescue parties called to the
scene. The bodies were
transported this morning to
the Stewart Mortuary in

Cortez, where the five
passengers were to attend a
State Water Conservation
Board meeting today.

Investigators of the
Federal Aviation
Administration were ex-
pected to arrive at the crash
scene today. Deputies of the
Sheriff’s Department had
blocked off the area pending
the FAA investigation of the
crash.

More stories, photographs on Pages 6 and 7
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Holman, Dan and George Everett, and  7:30 a.m. The plane was en route to
Anastasias Delecaris, died in the fiery Cortez.
Edward Krocesky, Edward crash, which occured shortly before

crash on Cochetopa Pass probe the
smouldering wreckage. Six men, in-

CRASH SCENE—Firemen, law en-
‘forcement officers and others called to
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Governor
to visit

in Salida

Colorado Governor Richard Lamm was
selected state officials will confer here next
week with local government representatives
from Chaffee and Park Counties.

The governor and several cabinet
members will meet with the regional of-
ficials from 8:30 to 10 a.m. at the City Hall
auditorium on E Street on Thursday, Sept.
29,

Lamm’s entourage will then travel to
Buena Vista, where they will tour the
Colorado State Reformatory. They will have
lunch with CSR personnel and confer with
reformatory administrators before leaving
for Leadville.

Among those scheduled to travel with
Lamm are George Lamb, the state-wide
drought coordinator, Dr. Anthony Robbins
of the Colorado Department of Health, and
Dr. Raymond Leidig, director of the
Colorado Department of Institutions.

Others tentatively scheduled to make the
trip include Malcolm Murray of the

PAGE 5

Department of Natural Resources, Pauls
Herzmark of the Department of Local
Affairs, Margie Mahor of the Citizens’
Advocate Office, and Robert Ore of the
Department of Labor and Employment.

The governor’s office confirmed Thursday
that Murray and Robbins will arrive in
Salida on Wednesday, Sept. 28, to, par-
ticipate in a public meeting to discuss
various governmental problems.

That public meeting is also to be held at
the City Hall auditorium, scheduled from 7
to 9 p.m.

The governor’s visit to the Chaffee County
region is part of a three-day tour of Salida,
Buena Vista, Fairplay, Leadville and
Breckenridge.

The tour is part of Lamm’s *“Capital for a
Day’’ program, initiated a year ago in an
effort to encourage public participation in
the state government through periodic visits
by the governor and other state officials.

‘New Four-Door Hatchback Sedan ,

New Chevette goes ondisplay ioddy

Today is the new car
showing for the 1978
Chevrolet Chevette and its
new four-door hatchback
sedan.

The newest Chevette has a
“stretched”” wheelbase and is
three ‘inches longer overall,
with a resulting im-
provement in rear seat leg
room as well as added cargo
space with a rear seat back
that also folds down.

GM has added as standard
a whole list of equipment that
some would expect to pay
extra for including a four-foot
wide, easy-open rear hatch,
the folding rear seat back, a
center console with handy
coin pocket, a 1.6 litre (98
cu. in.) L4 overhead-cam
engine, sport steering wheel,
front disc brakes and an AM
radio.

But that’s not all. There’s
also a high energy ignition,
swing-out rear windows on
coupe models, a diagnostic
connector to help simplify
servicing and a deluxe in-
strument panel.

This is the small car for
those interested in the
comfort and ease of a four-
door. Even a six-footer would
find the leg-room ample in
the new Chevette.

Interiors are available in a
variety of colors with custom
interiors available which
includes deluxe seats and
sidewall trim.

For the driver there’s a

_column-mounted _ ‘‘'smart

Around Salida

Mr. and Mrs. David
Caldwell of Memphis, Tenn.,
left the first of the week after
a visit of a week with Mr. and
Mrs. Ned Lanari. They ac-
companied the Lanaris on a
number of side trips, in-
cluding Vail, Aspen, Glen-
wood Springs, Crested Butte,
Gunnison, Cripple Creek and
Colorado Springs.

1

Hwy. 50 & I Street

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1977

FRIED CHICKEN

) Add 30c Per Box
539-9951
N

é‘e'win.g ME}'CAN FOOD

CLOSED MONDAYS
OPEN 11A.M. TO 9 P.M.
TAKE-OUT ORDERS

216 N

Pauline Ragan — Owner
Howard, Colo. 942-3520

" ANTIQUE

THE SALIDA MUSEUM

~ Salida, Colo.

switch’”’ which puts turn
signals, windshield wiper and
washer, headlight dimmer
and flasher controls at one’s
fingertips.

The Chevette is now
available for a test drive at
Hascall-Haines  Chevrolet-
Oldsmobile on East Highway
50 in Salida.

Sign up for lessons now
thru Oct. 31st. The second
family member gets

Free

Ground School
Lessons Valued At

75

Also, if one member of the
family takes an introductory
ride, the second tamily
members gets

Free--*10°

Introductory
Ride

START NOW—HAVE YOUR
- PILOT'S LICENSE THIS SPRING

Phone
539-4683

Flying Service

N E LW e oo mom

on

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25, 1977 1:00 P.M.

WE WILL OFFER THE FOLLOWING ANTIQUES AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER:

Portable Sewing Machine (Singer)  Ladies’ 5-Speed Tricycle Pair of Square Coffee Tables

Pair of Octagon Tables Oak Kindergarten Table (Marble top)

(Marble top) Oak School Bench Danish Modern type Love Seat
Orange Upholstered Chair Green Naugahyde Recliner Oak Desk Chair
30-Bell String of Sleigh Bells (new) Revere Pans Casseroles

Pfalzgraph Dishes Linens Waffle Irons

Old Ornate Gilt Picture Frames 2 Small Book Cases 3 Dark Chairs

1 Rush Bottom Chair 1 Maple Chair 1 Brass Iron Bed
Copper Bound Trunk (old) Oak Dresser Victrola

Tiger Oak Dresser Primitive Crate (rawhide bound) 2 Print Rocking Chairs

Victorian Chair
Ock Arm Chair

w/Beveled Mirror
Oak Dresser w/Mirror

1 Dining Room Table
w/Porcelain Castors

Oak Washstand High Chair Wall Cabinet w/Beveled Glass
Porcelain Tables Remington Adding Machine Brass Hall Tree

Wicker End Table Wicker Dog Bed ; Child’s Rocker

Wall Clock (works) Brass Hanging Lamp Roseville Pottery

Hull Pottery Statue of Indian advertising Coca-Cola Sign (Old in mint cond.)
Brass Lamps cigars (1910) ; Cut Glass

Crystal Sugar Bowl and Creamer Crystal Water Pitcher Three Face Satin Glass Oil Lamp
Heavy Lead Crystal Biscuit Jar Gone With Wind Lamp (elect.) Wedgewood Lamps (rare, elect.)
Oak Child's Dresser Ladies’ Roll Top Desk (rare) Eastlake Table

Oak Secretary Oak Washstand w/Harp Set of Brass Ladles

Oak Secretary Bookcase Buffet with Mirror Coffee Grinder

Cast Iron Toy Truck 40 Ornamental Fence w/Gate Bronzed Buffalo 8” tall x 10" long
Delft Plates Walnut Dining room Table (signed & numbered)(JMC)

MANY ITEMS OF OAK FURNITURE & GLASSWARE
TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION.

SELLERS

. L. D. MORRISETT, JR.
e & OTHERS

TERMS: CASH OR GOOD CHECK WITH PROPER 1.D.
NOTHING REMOVED UNTIL SETTLED FOR. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS.

SALE CONDUCTED BY

M & K AUCTIONS
Salida, Colo. -:- 303-539-3142

AUCTIONEERS: MEL KESERICH, ART GOEHL CLERKS/CASHIERS: M&K A’LAICT IONS

St s - SRR Sl P2 AR e e - SRR (R

BN I 7 Vg, /BN Ml e Oy OO 005 W5 Gy WA Rt



THE MOUNTAIN MAIL - SALIDA, COLORADO

PAGE 6

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23,4977

Eyewitness account: ‘He’s not goin

Eyewitness accounts of this
morning’s fatal crash in-
dicated the plane carrying
Chaffee County officials was
fighting an exceptionally
severe head wind estimated
at gusts in excess of 60 miles
an hour, when it apparently
tried to turn back, but was
caught in a downdraft.

Ed Molasky, a hand on the
Robert’s ranch two miles
west of Poncha Springs, said
he saw the plane fly directly
over the ranch, heading up
Little Cochetopa creek.

“I turned to Pete (Barnes)

and said ‘He’s not going to
make it,” >’ Molasky said. He
added that the plane was low,
too low, appearing to be from
just three to five hundred feet
over the ranch.

Killed were County
Commissioners Ed
Holman, Poncha Springs;
Ed Krocesky, Buena Vista;
land use administrator Dan
Evereft, Salida; his brother
George Everett, a long-time
area racher and a member of
the Southeastern Colorado
Water Conservancy District
board; the president.of the

THE MOUNTAIN MAIL - SALIDA, COLORADO

board, Thomas McCurdy,
Pueblo; and Anastasias
‘“Del” Delecaris, the plane’s
pilot.

Molasky said when ‘the
plane was turning, it was
caught in the wind, looped
back nearly into the direction
it was heading and slammed
into the side of the hill,
plowing into a big pinon tree.

The plane was apparently
heading to Cortez, choosing a
route over Little Cochetopa
creek, Molasky said, but the
wind “pushed him, pushed
him, pushed him...”

Molasky said the blustering
southwesterly wind seemed
to “‘hold” the plane then when
it let up slightly, the aircraft
seemed to ‘‘jump’’ to his
right into the wind.

The wind finally pushed the
craft over the adjacent ridge.
When it reached near the top
of the east-west running
mountain, the pilot, Molasky
said, apparently decided to
turn back, banking the plane
to his left.

Imitating the planes wings
with his arms, Molasky
showed how the plane ap-

S-SR SRNRd. ©

PAGE 17

peared to be making a
smooth turn to the pilot’s left
when it was apparently
caught by a gust.

The plane’s wing’s dipped
one way, then back the other
way, and finally back to the
pilot’s left.

Originally heading in a
southwesterly direction,
Molasky said the plane, by
this time, was heading
almost due north.

After the wings wavered
one last time, ‘“like the pilot
was trying to correct himself,
the wind caught him again
and shoved him into the

ground.”

Molasky said he saw “a big
flame, like gas burning”
shoot high into the morning
sky.

Molasky said he ran over
the South Arkansas about a
mile-and-a-half to where the
plane went down.

“I thought maybe someone
might have been alive,” he
said.

Dean Roberts, who also
saw the plane fly over the
ranch but did not see the
crash, said the plane was
nearly completely consumed
by the fire.

g to
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All that was recognizable
was a tire, still inflated, a
compass that was apparently
glued to a glass window and
small pieces of fibreglass.

The rest of the wreckage *

was completely burned
leaving only a molten mass.

Molasky said that the pilot
had the engine ‘“wound out’
tighter than hell” as if the
pilot was' trying to gain
altitude. He added that it did
not appear that the engine
failed but that the pilot had
the craft ‘really rapping
off.”

Molasky said he would

make it’

never go to another crash
site. “I wish I hadn’t gone up
there,” he said.

Salida Flying Service
owner, Merle Entz, the
manager of Alexander Field,
said Delecaris was one of the
most experienced pilots in
the region.

He said that when the plane
banked and wavered, it may
have stalled, then been

caught in a downdraft.

The southwesterly wind,
Roberts said, blew down two
living cottonwood trees, at
ranch just moments before
they saw the plane.

e

WITNESSES STORY—Pete Barnes, left, and Ed Molasky
describe what they saw of the crash this morning.
Molasky said he thought the plane was operating at

the valley, a gust of wind caught the craft "and shoved
it into the ground.”

i

In the photo below, little hint of an airplane but a
wheel and parts of the engine remains after the fatai
crash and fire. (Mail photos by Mark Dowling)

AFTERMATH—Members of the Chaffee County
Sheriff's Jeep Patrol, Laurence Campton and Loyd Hall
stand over the twisted wreckage until Federal
Aviation Administration officials arrive on the scene.

GEORGE EVERETT

EDWARD KROCESKY

ALL THAT'S LEFT—The plane disintegrated on
impact and was nearly totally consumed by
tire. All that's left of the Cessna 206 were small
pieces of fuselage, a propeller and a tire.

Firemen were on the scene withing 15 minutes
of the crash and put out the fire. Occupants of
the plane died on impact.

DAN EVERETT

EDWARD HOLMAN

Prominent area residents left many survivors

Edward Krocesky of Buena
Vista and Edward Holman of
Poncha Springs were elected
to the Chaffee County board
of commissioners in the
November 1976 elections.

Krocesky, a Democrat,
won in a three-way race
against Republican Charlotte
Smith and Phil Smith, an
independent, in District 1.

Holman, also a Democrat,

defeated Republican John

Lane in District 2.

Holman is survived by his
wife, Jean, and by six
children and nine grand-
children most residents of
Chaffee County.

Born in Poncha Springs 55
years ago, he was a third
generation resident of the
area.

Holman had been a ran-
cher, well driller, miner,
road contractor, welder and
machinist. He had also been
active in civic affairs, ser-

ving on the water board, the
tax board, and most recently
as the county’s Civil Defense
director.

Krocesky, a former
member of the Buena Vista
town council and an active
member of the county
Democratic organization,
was appointed to the county
board earlier in 1976 by Gov.
Richard Lamm to fill a
vacancy left by the
resignation of Bruce

Davidson.

Born on Jan. 21, 1912, in
West Frankfort, I11.,
Krocesky moved to Leadville
in 1932 and later to Buena
Vista. A World War 1II
veteran, he served with the
U. S. Navy for three years in
the South Pacific.

He is survived by his wife,
Dora. They were married in

1949 in Raton, N. M. Also

surviving are three children,
Margaret, John and Tim.

George Everett’s survivors
are his wife, Wilmoth three
children, Glen, Terry and
Jimmy; a sister, Mrs. Vera
Swanson of Alamosa; a
brother, Harvey Everett of
Salida: several nieces and
nephews and two aunts, Mrs.
Cecil Wickers of Wellsville
and Mrs. Harve Swain of
Denver.

He was a long time rancher
in the Upper Arkansas
Valley. He served for many

years on the Southeastern
Colorado Water Conservancy
District and was recognized
as one of the foremost ex-
perts on water usage and law
in the region.

Surviving Dan. Everett are
his wife, Lagare; three
children, Laurie, Nancy and
Danny; his sister, Mrs. Vera
Swanson of Alamosa; a
brother, Harvey Everett of
Salida; several nieces and
nephews and his aunts, Mrs.

Wickers and Mrs. Swain.

He was a Lt. Colonel in the
U. S. Air Force, having
retired after 20 years of
service. He also served as the
Chaffee County assessor in
1974.

A private pilot himself, he
was in ‘the process of con-
structing his own aircraft.

Anastasios . ‘‘Del”’
Delecaris was born in
Haverall, Mass., in 1924. He
enlisted 'in the Army Air

Corps and served as a flight

_ engineer during WW II,

retiring after 20 years of
military duty.

Moving with his family to
the area, he was a correc-
tional officer at the State
Reformatory in Buena Vista
and later as an electronic
technician and television

repairman.

He is survived by his wife,
Bernice Jane, and a
daughter, Lynn,




I

y

County

Undershe

{ . ;
e

By DICK DIXON

SALIDA (C-SJ) — “The all-out
state effort to help with the tragic
plane crash Friday gave me a
good, warm feeling,”” said Chaffee
y Undersheriff Robert
Willcox Saturday as he reflected on

~events of the previous day.

Willcox explained, “I've never”
been in that position before but
. with Sheriff Harold Thonhoff on

vacation and me being the head

“honcho, so to speak, it could have
~ been really lonely, but it wasn’t.”
~ It began about 7:30 a.m. when a
" single engine plane crashed into
the side of a mountain near Poncha
Springs, killing six persons. The
victims were prominent Chaffee ;

County residents.

l

When word of the crash went out,
help began to arrive. Willcox said it
started when Poncha Springs
residents saw the plane go down
and explode southwest of their
town. : :
Willcox said, ‘“They all headed
up the hill to see what they could do
but there was little confusion. One
boy ran all the way on foot and

~ Off-duty county officers arrived
| “yand asked what they could do to
‘make things go more smoothly.
Willcox said members of the Jeep
Patrol, Salida Fire Department
and ambulance crews swung into
action smoothly and ‘“‘they all did
more than would normally have

been asked of them.”

" Once during the morning and

again during the afternoon
Richard

Sixty-nine arre

Sixty-nine arrests, most of
them on traffic charges, were
‘reported for September by
‘Salida Police Chief Leonard
Post.
The arrests resulted in
fines of $1,040 and court costs
totaling $40, he noted.
- Five criminal arrests were
~noted, with fines totaling $80,
court costs of $10, and three
days in jail sentences im-
posed. Fifty-three traffic
arrests led to fines of $950 and
costs of $20. Eleven leash law
arrestsresulted in fines of $10
and jgosts, of $5, with 10 dogs
being killed.
(Chief Charles Culp of the
. Salida Fire Department
reported that five calls were
answered in the city during

! j =

Undersheriff appl g
“all-out’ efforts to help
at scene of plane crash

wanting to know if ‘t'h,e.r'e; was
anything that could be dotie from

Lamm’s office called,

‘another was

4 S

that level.
Willeox said

help he could.
Willcox said that

or request pay.

~ Willcox said.

several persons left their telephone, ‘handle
businesses to get onto the moun- calls from the news media and
tain.”’ ; coordinate things,” he added.

cerned,

mission chairman

Gov. Stotler stopped in

. 577
tinguish a firé 1%'a vehicle.
0 stund by for a
MAST helicopter op
and three others were of
miscellaneous nature. Fire
damage ir the one incident
was estimated at $30.

Within the South Arkansas
Fire Protection District, he
reported, two brush fires
were fought and another call
concerned an electrical short
in a mobile home. Salida
firemen also responded to the

scene of the fiery airplane-

crash near Poncha Springs,
an accident in which six men
died on Sept. 23.

Culp reported that local
volunteers held two meetings
during the month, one a
training session on the use of

Septémber. One was to ex- a resusitator.
1 -
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Wayne Keith,
Colorado State Patrol chief, called
twice from Denver and gave him
blanket authority to use state
patrol personnel as photographers,
for traffic control or anything else
for which they might be needed. =

* Dist. Atty. John Anderson called
several times from Canon City and
Deputy Dist. Atty. Doug Anderson
of Salida stayed near the dispatch
room at the courthouse to give any

“ched in there were no requests for
pay or for overtime. He said even
after it was all over and things had
slowed down, no one came in to ask
how he should put in for overtime

“These are the people who went
out on the hill and did all the work -
and got dirty. They are the ones
who really deserve the credit,”

“Thanks to them,
job, make decisions, answer the

“Everyone was really con-
all the way from the
governor’s office down,” Willcox
said. “It makes a guy feel good
when he knows there is that kind of
support. Nobody was selfish.”
Willcox said he isn’t sure when
they came, but that county com-

and county administrater Robert

" mission, Motel,
Company and Ponderosa

A &
o R~ =
<y .‘ g w .

i
3 N

o
B
P

!

5

as people p%t

1 could do my

the scores of

Richard Tuttle

during the ac-

tiv+" ‘to offer help and support.(] -

. OCTOBER 6, 1977

the county courthouse, Park
Continental Oil*

Guest House. The two lodging
facilities purchased new
extinguishers to provide
better fire protection.

The fire department also
acted on a complaint
regarding a weed-filled lot,

here

Inspections were made at

Fr) do \{e eDu; A0 Z‘“i_/”/ /]

No help

A benefit football game has been planned here Jan.
8, with members of the Salida Jaycees risking life and
limb in a confrontation with the Salida Police and Fire :
Departments. Organizers hoped to stage a rough-and- |

~ tumble game of tackle, but the refusal of- School

District R-32-J to loan out any of the scores of old pads,
helmets and jersies gathering dust in a storeroom
may put the kibosh on the deal. It may have to be flag
football...or nothing. Perhaps school officials should
remember who paid for that equipmpent....

s i o IVEERS, B

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1977,

> S

Fire put out
The Salida Fire Depart-

' ment responded Wednesday
afternoon to an alarm at the
Jack Coan residence at 604 D
St., putting out a small kit-
chen fire. b

The fire started in the oven
and was confined to that
area, with no serious damage
resulting.

Ftrgmep respon

-
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a firefighters (above) climb
o house at 318 E. Second St. to extinguish.a
apparently started because of a faulty flue

0. 3%

onto

one wall of the house.
Police Officers Jim James an

Tuesday night. Below, firemen check the domogés to
At the right, above, Salida
d Michael Amicone talk

Family

b

Had

with the occupants of the house, JerryASmith and his
wife (in the car). Photographs by Carl Hasselbrink.

escapes blaze

& e

Two Salida police officers
awoke a family Tuesday
night as a fire crept steadily
through their home.

The officers, Jim James
and Michael Amicone, were
on a routine patrol when they
passed the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Jerry Smith and their
two children at 318 E. Second

Larry Norris, and alerted the
occupants. The family
escaped without injury while
the officers contacted the
Salida Fire Department.
Eleven firefighters were
dispatched to the scene at
11:40 p.m. and battled tiie

£

blaze for an hour and. 15

minutes.
Fire officials believe that a

faulty flue apparently caused
the blaze caused damages
estimated “at $3,000 tot he
attic, roof and one wall of the
home.

; Firemen responded to the call ot 2:45 p.m. when a Hort STOVE———S;Iida PRAR
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TUESDAY, MARCH 7. 1978

Post, Culp issue reports ¢

on activities in

Salida Police Chief
Leonard Post reported to the
city council Monday night
that 59 arrests were made
here during February, with
fines of $980, court costs of
$55, and jail sentences
totaling seven days resulting.

Eight criminal arrests,
Post said, led to fines of $450
and costs of $25 in court.
Thirty-eight traffic arrests
produced fines of $470 and
costs of $10.

Thirteen leash law
he reported,
produced fines of $60 and

_ costs of $20, with nine dogs

being destroyed.

Salida Fire Chief Charles
Culp reported that six calls
were answered by city crews

February

during February, two in-
volving fires. Property
valued at$17,500 was exposed
to the fires, he said, but
damages were estimated at
just $220.

Culp said that South
Arkansas Fire Protection

District crews responded to-

one alarm, extinguishing a
grass and brush fire. Local
firemen also responded to
one Chaffee County alarm.

The Salida Volunteer Fire

Department, he reported,

held two meetings during the
~month. One was a training

session on the handling of
rescue ropes, the other on the

operation of the

pumps. el
(Continued To Page 7)
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The officers saw smoke
ng from the roof of the
which is owned by

ari.,
nev

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 1978

 Fire in mobile home
blamed on children

Fire Department officials
said that children playing
with matches in a closet
apparently started a fire
which caused ‘‘extensive”
damages to a mobile home at
McCoy Trailer Park north of
Salida Friday.

Neighbors called in the

‘alarm at about 4 p.m.,

reporting that smoke was
pouring from one end of the
residence of the William
Chappel family at 7095 Brant

¢ Street.

Ten volunteers and three
department firefighters
responded to the alarm,
finding that the children and
other occupants of the home
had escaped the smokey
building prior to their
arrival. No one was injured.

et Naaaanaliit: Sote £2
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" (Continued From Page 3)

___ Inspections were made, he
said, at the Salida Regional

Library, the Salida Senior
Citizens’- Center and the
Sherman Hotel.

A bedroom, bathroom and
closet at one end of the
mobile home sustained the
most severe damages, while
‘smoke and water damages
throughout the residence
were reported. The total was
estimated at $2,000.

Many items of clothing and
furniture and personal
property were damaged in
the blaze.

Firemen were also called
Friday to the railroad yards
here, finding a box car
ablaze. The fire was quickly

extinguished and was ap- .

parently started ‘“by two
hoboes who built a fire on the
boxcar floor to keep warm,”
a spokesman said.

In other calls this weekend:

—firemen responded to the
home of Rosemary Tischer at
206 Ouray in Poncha Springs,

where a chimney fire caused.

no damage. It was out when
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- City’s parking fin

- Income increas

Judge Robert Bradford
reported to the Salida city

$7,453 in 1974 and $12,602 in
1975.

valued at $30,00
to fire. )

council Tuesday night that A month-by-month listing  Culp reporislll
fines totaling $12,640 were ,f “fines follows for 1977: Citation was | §
imposed “during 1977 in January, $955; February, Unique Thealifll
Municipal Court. $1,300; March, $833; April, Street for
. The total was an increase $1,705; May, $1,000; June, emergency
of $1,525 over fines collected $565; July, $1,187; August, during bus :
during 1976. $720; September, $1,330; that several
A large increase in the October, $925; November, tinguishers we

‘amount of fines has been
evident since 1972, when only
$4,613 was collected. In 1973,
the total rose to $6,422. It was

$633; and December, $1,487.

Police Chief Leonard Post
reported to the council that 84
arrests were made -here
during December of 1977,
resulting in fines of $1,220,
court costs of $65, and jail
sentences totaling nine days.

Two cases were dismissed. ;

Seven criminal arrests, he
reported, produced fines of
$305 and costs of $25 in ad-
dition to the jail sentences.
Fifty-eight traffic arrests led;
to fines of $825 and costs of $5,
with two dismissals. Leash
law violations resulted in.
fines of $90 and costs of $35,1
with 11 dogs being sent to the

_pound e 1

Fire Chief Charles Culp
reported that city firemen
responded to four building
fires and one general call
during the past month,
with an estimated property
loss due to fire in the city of
$9,100. Property valued at‘,‘
$102,000 was exposed to firey

South ~ Arkansas Fire
Protection District crew
responded to two building
fires and one grass and brush
fire, ‘he reported. Property
valued at $45,000 was exposed
to fire, with estimated
damages totaling $5,000.

Local firemen also assisted
in handling a building fire
and one grass and brush fire
in the county, with no serious
losses reported. Property

a result of ins
at First Natior
Shack, the
Reclamation
Super Foods.

Salida’s vol
he reported;
meetings during
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\- ,E ire damagesv 1974 Cadillac

"V Afirebroke outin the back had been mostly extinguished

ON THE SCENE—Salida firemen make
sure every smolder is doused at the
fire at the residence of William and one truck extinguished the blaze in

Lambert, 929 E St., Satruday afternoon. 52 minutes. More photagraphs on Page
An estimated $7,000 damage was 5. : ‘

apparently started with an electcical
short in the attic. Ten Salida fi{emen

done to the frame house. The fire

— —— -

WEDNESDAY, APR

IL 5, 1978

Fire causesdamage

Early Tuesday morning, a
fire caused approximately
$8.000to $10,000 damage to
a building housing the Mt.
Shavano Beauty Salon, ac-
cording to a Salida Fire

)epartment report. The

"beauty salon is owned by

Salida.
" “Evidently, they left a
curling iron or some other
piece of heat-generating
equipment on,” said Jerry
Henderson; of the srn"{g

)Flrs. Margaret Klein, of

eventually started the fire,
either by making contact
with flammable materials, or
by causing a short in a wire.”” -

An adjoining 'business,
Century 21 Real Estate,
suffered smoke damage as a
result of the fire.

Firemen were called out at
12:30 a.m. Tuesday morning
to fight the blaze, with fifteen
men responding, aboard a
Salida city pumper unit. It

Mkw itil “p1.m. to put the

'+ ofa1974 Cadillac on Monarch
gy f ss Wednesday, causing
| *’W% damage to the vehicle
and $400 damage .to the
contents of the trunk.

Kirk Dale Lorimer of
Gunnison was driving the
vehicle west on U.S. 50 when
he saw the gas gauge begin to
fluctuate eratically. .

When he stopped to check
the vehicle, he saw that the

- trunk was on fire.

When Sheriff’s officers:

arrived on the scene, the fire

by passers-by. The trunk was
forced open by Salida Fire
Department personnel and
all the items, most of them
burnt, were removed.

‘Some of the items in the
trunk included down sleeping
bags and jackets.

The fire appeared to have
originated in the wiring in the
back of the trunk and was
accellerated by fuel dripping
from the full gas tank.

There were no injuries

reported.




Blaze damages -
auto, contents
on Monarch Pass

SALIDA (C-SJ) <« Fire caused
an estimated $800 damage to the

' rear and contents of a late-model
luxury automobile Wednesday as it

- was westbound on U.S.50 about a
mile east of Monarch Ski Area.

- Kirk Dale Lorimer, an instructor
at Western State College in Gun-
nison, said he noticed the gas
gauge of his. vehicle behaving
erratically. He stopped to in-
vestigate and found the rear end of
his car afire. S

‘Firemen from Salida reported
that they finished putting out the
blaze which had been almost ex-
tinguished by passers-by.

iremen said ' the blaze ap-
parently started in wiring in the
trunk, which had been mashed, and
the blaze was accelerated by fuel
dripping from the full gas tank.

Damage to sleeping bags, down
jackets and other items in the
trunkiwas estimated at $400 and to
the car at an equal amount.[J
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E FIRE—Marty Johnson (above) of the started the fire, which damaged the roof and other .
Sheriff's Department plays‘a hese on portions of the home. Below, other firefighters climb
he residence of William Lambert af 929 E up the charred roof to douse the last sparks of the
aiternoon. An electrical short dpparently blaze ’

2y
“WCR 0G:TT J€ [Ted

‘o nd sem 1 310jaq san
PEOJ[IRI 3WIOS pue AJsurydeur
I3Yj0 dwios pue Jojowr
UoYp e ur ssed Suuang sem
Kamo1 jeyy pres uews
9y} WOy pauIngas UsuIag

juaujaedap
PUE ‘paArLIe UswIaay ay)

-Ul puodas ay) ur ay
€ pauang Jf *[01ju0d jo Jno jo3

311y ay) uaym £jaadoud sty uo




e

, : i e puo sAsuwiy> om} ey; jo suo iosu peiinys >_Eo._omno.,_._u_:.3
) ‘ o (osoyd iDWy) ‘Janamoy ‘painiui azo|q o ybiy oy Aopsaupap 9945 W €€ 10 awoy Aingeaiq Aoy
SOM 8UO ON *§00J puD 21440 8y} 04 sebowop Arbey pesnod Ajjonjusae v:oE_..oc:c*ooh!.:n:nE__u.coEﬂ_u_In_O._.wm:OImI.pzoa_:

1904

-

i L
LL61 ‘8 HAAWAOAA ‘AVASHNHL

(2 98eq 03 panupuo))

oY) uo dsom SIANYSI-auTy

"MO[2q IO dAOQE IIYJID W0y
aJl} 9y} Yoealx 03 ImouyIp
1 opew sSuI[Ied J[qnop pue
$JOOJ 3[qNOp Jey) pue ‘sawr}
[BI3A9S 0JUO pappe pue
po[epowd Udaq pey asnoy
Yy} Jeyj pajou uswAIL g
‘suoissassod euosizod arey)
JO SSO[ 9Yj I9A0D 0) ddURINSUT
ou aAey sAIngedly oYl
‘asnoy ayj noysnoay) juated
-de orom soSewep JI9jEM
pue 3jows pue ‘dwioy a3y} jo
dI)je pue jooa ay) 0) ageuwrep
SAISUDIX® pasned aly Ayl
*Apjomb asnoy
3y} pajendeas ‘odrun) Aoery
‘9291U P[O-YJUOW-dUTU J3Y pue
‘odrun) enysor ‘maydau pro
-1e3£-0M) JoY ‘99sSap ‘uos p[o
-Ie3k Jay pue ays 'Ino ay0.q
9d1y 3y} UsyM W00X SUIAl
3y} ur yonod oY) uo Juipis
SeM 9Us UswWdJIY P[0} AYS
‘ad1je sem Sul[Iad
Y} jey) padnou ays 910jaq
Apjaoys soerdaayy Suipueis
=991} B Ul 2JIJ € pajIe)s
pey ays pres £mgaad,f ‘SIN
‘uos 3unoA IYj pue
Amqeasg Aey] pue wip Aq
pardnooo st auroy ayJ, ‘ojqeng
Jo ezouldsy aor Aq paumo
SI yolym ‘asnoy ay) ur skau
-wIIyd 0M) JO QU0 Jeau dnje
9y} ur pejre)s Apjuaaedde
aze[q 8y} ‘dm) sajrey) jaryy
3II epl[es 0) BuIpIoddy
‘Aepsoupap ‘urd 01:§ Jnoqe
Je a1y Jy3ned jeams I ge19e
awoy e uaym Amlur jnoyjm
padeoss uaupiyd Sunof

| 931y} pUB UBWOM BpI[ES V

S N uo dwoy Isewrep m@&&ﬁ se

2doso uaIp[IY> 2aa1) ‘uvmom K1)

-

3




ies lIl

RE SCENE—The Double J Leather
Goods building in Poncha Springs,
shown obdve. received an eshmaied

total damage of $75,000, including its
contents. Loretta Robertson, 76, was
killed in the fire. (Mail photo)

<=

Mrs.

smoke inhalation when she

Robertson is believed to have condition
sought to investigate the

the business portion of the

building where she and her
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- store in Poncha Springs that Hospital b

= PONCHA SPRINGS—A
Poncha Springs woman,
“Loretta Robertson, 76, died of

the effects of smoke
inhalation Sunday evening
attempting to find the source
of smoke in the business
portxon of the building she
lived in, Double J Leather
Goods.

Her husband, = Bert

Robertson, 81, was also

overcome by smoke but was
hauled out the back of the
building by firemen and
volunters.

He was rushed by am-
bulance to Salida Hospital
where, this morning, he was
listed in critical condition
“from smoke inhalation.

Three firemen, Bill Smith,
Joe Chacon and Tim Nelson
were taken by ambulance to
the hospital for treatment.of
smoke inhalation. Smith,
complaining of chest pains,
was~ held overnight. This
morning his condition was
described as  good. Chacon
and Nelson were treated and
released.

Henry Rush, of Denver,
said he and his wife Frances,
a niece of the Robertsons,
along with the Robertsons
were watching television in
the living quarters in back of
the Double J Leathergoods
Store on Highway 50 in
Poncha Springs when the fire
started.

“We smelled smoke and
heard a crackling noise,”
Rush said. Mrs. Robertson,
her husband and the Rushes
went toward the front of the
building to investigate.

Mrs. Rush told Sheriff
Harold Thonhoff that as they
went toward the front of the
store, smoke and heat
became more intense. Mrs.
Rush said they saw smoke
coming from a potbelly stove
in the display area of the
‘store and heard the fire
alarm ringing.

“They told us to go call the
fire department,” Mrs. Rush
said. When she-tried to go
after the Robertsens, smoke
and heat then drove her
away.

She said she grabbed a
towel, wet it, put it in front of
her mouth and nose and tried
again to go after the
Robertsons but could not.

‘“They’re still inside,
they’re still inside,” Mrs.
Rush sobbed as firemen and
volunteers began arriving at
the scene.

Chacon and  Nelson
discovered Mrs. Robertson

' MONDAY, APRIL 10, 1978

anilurw

‘wasin front er hust
the two went

d:splzyannolﬁﬂﬁs&j
was found on the floor of a

small workroom adjoining
‘the front of the shop.
She is believed to have

fallen after opening a door

that led to the workroom just
a few feet from where tlwﬂre
was concentrated.

Robertson was found in a
room leading to the sw'e, by
Nelson. Nelson said, “‘I
couldn’t see a thing’’ because
of the smoke but, Robertson,
laying on the ﬂoor grabbed
his leg as he went by :

Nelson and a volunteer,

Steve Hall, pulled Robertson‘
out of the .building’s back_

door.

lookmé for

“I saw something gleam on
the floor,” Chacon said. It
was Mrs. Robertson’s body,
laying about 15 feet from
where her husband was
discovered. -

Firemen and volunteers
dragged her out of the
building’s still smoldering

entryway and attempted to

The fire call was turned in
at about 8:15 p.m. The
Poncha Springs  Fire

and units of the
Salida Fire Department
responded to the call.

The building and store was
~ purchased from  the

Robertsons by John and
Johnnie Jacks in January of
this year. The front, display
area of the store, where the
fire was concentrated,
housed saddles, blankets,
be'lttss , purses, accessories and
gi

Mrs. Jacks estimated the
newly purchased inventory in
the store at $25,000. She said
the building and contents
were partially covered by
insurance. The total loss was
estimated at $75,000.

The interior in the front
partofthe ng was badly
burned, although the fire did
not flame through the roof or
windows. Merchandise
throughout the display area

washadlydamagedbyﬂre, ,

smoke and water.

Firemen were hampered in
putting the fire out by card-
board material in the walls

andeeﬂmgofmesnucure !
‘ ﬂ:atwasappu_-e&l’yuadas;‘-

insulation.

f The living quarters of the

‘ bi'i!!dlng was not touched by
the fire. The back portion
received only minor smoke
damage.

§ mummukmmnhmk
known.

_Chacon ﬁgmﬁﬂ.ﬁ;
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notm at"‘Rwers:de Park The idea is to get 1he hose does.

rtments

meeting at 10 a.m., and a
banquet, where trophies will
be presented, at the Elks
Lodge at 7 p.m.

The trophies are on display
at Salida Drug.

Seventeen towns plan to

ve firemen attending,
although not all will be
sending teams.
Buem Vista und Poncha

nen compete Sunday

nen from at at 8:30 a.m., a business

Springs, although not
association members, have
been invited.

Towns sending firemen
include Alamosa, Antonito,
Blanca, Center, San Luis,
Creede, Del Norte, Gunnison,
Mosca-Hooper, La Jara,

~Monte Vista, Romeo,

Saguache, Sahda, South Fork

~and Sanford

WEDNESDAY. MAY 31, 1978




Salida firemen placed first
in overall competition in the
San Luis Valley District meet
held yesterday in Salida.

After six weeks of practice,
Salida’s crew placed first in
all six events except one.

Salida placed first in the
Rural Booster run, followed
by Mosca-Hooper and
Alamosa. In the 3-man Op-
tion, Salida. finished first,
Monte Vista second, and
Mosca-Hooper was third.
Monte Vista won honors in
the 3-man In Line com-
petition. Salida was second,

S g

MONDAY, JUNE 5, 1978

e T —

falowed by Center in third
Salida was first, Gunnison
second, and Monte Vista
third in the Stationary Ap-
paratus division, and in the
Wye Hose competition,
Salida took first, La Hara
was second, and Center was
third The _wmﬁ event, Motor
Replacement, was &mo won
by Salida, followed by Del
Norte and Gunnison.
Powderpuff, or women’s
competition, was also held
yesterday. Alamosa finished
first, Mosca-Hooper was
second, and Del Norte was

- following the meet. Awards

‘ squad’s next competition will
.be June 21-24,

MONDAY, JUNE 5, 1978

Salida firemen sweep SLV o@Eﬁmﬁﬁo.ﬂ m:ﬂ&m%

third. _ b
A Fire Department :
spokesman said that rain
delayed competition, but
“didn’t dampen spirits.”

A reception for the ten
teams attending was held

were presented last night at
the local Elks Lodge.

Team members are: Fred
Smith, Bill Smith, Jim Gray,
Tim Nelson, Wes Wagner,
and Corkey Walker. The

at the state
meet.

> these Salida firemen down as they run
off to another first place in hose-laying
competition. (Photo by Tom Byars)

OFF >ZU wCZZ_anl.: was a wet day
<o«.a2._o< for both participants and
spectators, but it m_m: t seem to m_oi

- yesterday. For more, please turn to
page 3. (Photo by Carl Hasselbrink)

RUSHINGWATE.R—SoIido Fireman Fred Association contests in Riverside Park

gt
v




Y (o

A (C'SJ) -—Worki:' ',- endcd about :3&r.m. and the day
re ay af- was . ea an aw
remen won thair nget ut Salida Elka Lodge
ve San Luis V. ,
p as they made an
n swecp of six events.

a competitors won first
in five events, m‘th Monte e
st in the : Py

ated by local

is Salida s fourth dlstrwt
hip in about 11 years
hough they are not
stnto champions this
da firemen noted they
that crown three times.
competition last was
Salida in 1971 because
er departments of the
tion take ‘turns hosting the

G
th Salida team are Jim
‘Smith, Bill Smith, Wes
m Nelson and Leslie

Vnsta firemen stole first
onors in the three-man in-
M btlhulrd hlldl was second

ﬂxe powder puff race, not a
~of regular competition,
a women were first,
ed by Mosca-Hooper and Del

r results follow
‘ 13.- ent—l Salida.

unnison
—1, Salida. B. La J‘cra.

ary — 1, Salida. 2, Gun-
meVuta.

an o%on — 1, Salida. 2,
. 3, Mosca-Hooper.
ster — 1, Bnlida.-~

mﬂ their families who ;
for the annual
1siness meeting and
ered about 375. One
ntered in races wgs 1

Hon began at noon ,nnd 1

WHAT'S INSIDE?—Just a smoking at 9 a.m. foday to 226 Scott St. Trailer
matiress, as it turned out. Salida  owner Frank Manchego is on the left.

firemen Donny Counter, Corky Walker (Photo by Carl Hasselbrink)
cmd Wes Woggoner answered the caII

Y
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Fire destroys garage, contents

A  spectacular- fire
destroyed a Salida garage
and its contents early this
morning at 334 W. Grand
Ave. -

The garage, behind a house
rented by Betty Craft, started

‘ S » before 12:41

wereseen in a building by the

-Lamplighter. .

According to firemen, two
boys, one Mrs. Craft's son
and the other a friend, had
been sleeping out in the

~garage ‘and .were using a..

decided to go to the EZ Way
store for some pop, and had

‘blown out the candle before

they left.

‘“‘Apparently the candle
wasn’t extinguished,” a
fireman said. ‘‘At least we

stucco, firemen said, making

_a bright fire as the ties, and

their creosote, wgnt‘up. :
‘Firemen said 13 men and
two trucks responded to the
blaze, and they returned to
the station at 2:15 a.m:

“think that’s what started the
candle for illumination. fire.” i

They told firemen that The garage was built of old
around midnight they had railroad ties covered with

am., when the fire depart-
mentreceived a call from the
dispatcher saying flames

Not only was the garage a
total loss, but an auto parked
imi was lso destroyed.

PLENTY OF ‘SMOKE—Burning ‘railroad ties gave off
bright flames and lots of smoke last night as Salida
firemen tackled a burning garage, above. Below,

iremen spfqy",'wafér into the *buil’ding, which was a
total loss, along with its contents. (Photos by Carl
Hasselbrink) :

——

Of $60,000 worth of property
estimated to have been ex-
posed to fire in Salida during

. September, less than $3,000 of
that was destroyed, Fire
Chief Charles Culp told the
city council Monday night in
his monthly report. :
‘The department answered
four calls of a miscellaneous
nature, and the other calls
covered a variety of cases—
ings, vehicles, fences,

ida firemen and two trucks

till under investigation.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1978

Fires d-amagé $3,OOOHT

and a leaking hydrant. ;

The South Arkansas Fire
District answered one call—
to stand by at a helicopter
crash at the fish hatchery.

Inspections were made at
the Burger Baron, Hascall-
Haines Chevrolet and the Sub

‘Stop last month, Culp wrote,

and all were found in good
shape. ' Yd
The volunteers had two
meetings, one a training
session on ladder work, Culp
wrote. : ;
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o s e " ; A d are Lloyd chcgrafﬂ
—Fireman Jerry Henderson applies water to a domage Looking on in the backgroun '
at Il:lel::vcay Myobile Homes 51‘: fire at about  and Leland Leak. (Photo by Carl Hasselbrink)

yesterday. It caused approximately \$200 . o gl

i TUESDAY, AUGUST 29, 1978

- County its
] My kick-off at 6 p.m.

17 Oak St.
~ contributions and Chaffee
* County telephone pledges can
a%Qdmated for 21% hours by

County residents

It's obvious that Chaffee

 County residents care about

victims of Muscular

- Dystrophy. There have been
| numerous fund-raising ac-
' tivities in the recent weeks '

for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association and there are

‘a; : m to come.
" Sahda Fire Depart-
pa

M will give Chaffee
muscular

. 2. Fire trucks will drive
streets of Salida with
~and lights turned on

iﬁle young people accept
 contributions along the way.

fish bowl will be set up at

* calling 5394401 during the
ual Labor Day telethon

for drive-in

against Muscular Dystrophy.

Jerry Lewis’ 13th annual
Labor Day telethon will be
seen in this area on KOAA-
TV, Channel 5, Pueblo and
KMGH-TV, Channel 7,
Denver, beginning 7 p.m.
Sunday and will continue
uninterrupted until 5 p.m.

‘Monday, Sept. 4.

A dance-a-thon to help
Muscular Dystrophy victims
was held last Thursday at the
Chateau Chapparral in
Nathrop. The band, Spring
Fever, played for flve hours
and approximately $250 was
raised. Sponsors of the dance
were Betty’s Store, Big Horn
Liquor and Chateau
Chaparral.

Champfire Girls held their

annual skate-a-thon last-

Sunday at Alpine Park. They
skated 292 miles and raised

$1, 400 to aid Muscular
Dystrophy.
Its Causes

Muscular Dystrophy is the
name for a general category
of chronic diseases whose
most ‘prominent ' charac-
teristic is the progressive
degeneration of the skeletal

-or voluntary musculature.

The age of onset and initial
muscle groups affected, as
well as the rate of
progression, vary according
to the type of dystrophy.
The initial error occurs in
the hereditary material. This
error, in an undetermined

- manner, gives rise to a

metabolic defect. It is not
known whether the primary
lesion is in the muscles
themselves or in some other

- part of the body. The liver or

the hormonal system, each of

which supplies substances for
various steps in the
metabolic process, could be
the site of origin.
Treatment?

There is no effective
treatment for any of the
muscular dystmphles
Medical management is
limited to relieving symp-
toms of the diseases.

Muscular  Dystrophy
Association is a voluntary
national health agency aimed
at conquering neuromuscular
diseases.

The 1977 expenditures for
MDA were $47,137,706. The
complete breakdown in-
cluded: research, $14,738,255
or 31.4 percent;
services, $20,765,401 or 44.1
percent; professional
education and training,

$1,295,842 or 2. 7 percent; and

raise money to fight MD

public health educatxon
$2,287,681 or 4.8 percent. ;
Seventeen percent of t.hea
monies were used in sup-
portive  services  with
$6,477,370 or 13.7 percent
going towards fund raising -
and $2,573,157 or 3.3 percent -
spent on management and
general expenses. h
More information may be
obtained by contacting - the
Salida Muscular Dys
Association at 117 Oak Street.

medical |

Drive Careful’ly
School Starts

Tomorrow!




LOSS TO FLAMES—Ted Grover of CR 144 just off U.S. 285 north
of Poncha Springs said he lost things he has been saving for
about ten years in the fire which destroyed his large storage
barn early this morning. A 1978 Chevette and a pickup truck
were in the shed along with a number of books, tools, hay
bales and pieces of furniture and miscellaneous items. Grover

much in the barn.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1978

Flre damages mobile home

- A mobile home behind the Highlander
Mowet suffered $2,000 damage, primarily to

. the living Toom, in a fire which apparently
resulted from faulty wiring.

~ The trailer, at 323 W. Grand Ave., was
valued at $5,500, and was a 1971 121:60 unit.

Salida firemen received the call at 9:06
p.m., and 20 firemen responded, working until

9:50 to contain the blaze.

The trailer was owned by Melvin Turner,

and was occupied by Curtis Garrison, who
was not injured in the fire.
The living room was destroyed by ﬂames,

‘with extensive smoke damage throughout the

mobile home, firemen said.

Two fire calls were received within an hour
of each other last night in Poncha Springs, the
first coming at about 6 p.m.

Both turned out to be false alarms.

District,

b

e

said he could not yet begin to estimate the loss. He was
awakened about 6 a.m. by people who said his barn was or
fire. Firemén from the, Salida and Poncha Springs Fire
Departments answered the call, but were unable to save

S s B % g

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1978

-‘.

Firemen have blg one

Salida firemen didn’t have
to respond to very many calls
in November, according to
Fire Chief Charles Culp’s
monthly report, but one call,
to an unincorporated area
neither in the city or the South
Arkansas Fire Protection
resulted in an
estimated $40,000 in damage.

That fire destroyed a barn
and storage building owned by
Ted Grover Nov. 16.

In the city, tiremen
responded to a call to stand by
the Trailways bus depot while
it was searched for a bomb,
and a call to wash down a
gasoline spill.

Two calls were received
concerning  overheated
heating equipment, and two to
investigate smoke.

Firemen received one call,
for a mobile home fire, in the
South 'Arkansas Fire

Protection District.
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f \ BURN —Mrs. Robert M ; A ,
; tract qd b ol Salie fi?;me:y:er:f ;-'d °3y2t nguzsri :’fs :/flffh :;‘noke. Fifemen estimated smoke damage at $1,000 3
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i ugust fire damages | Fiinthe Monirk Shine Building at 12 N
il it ‘ : ! | W. dackett at 4:50 a.m. Sunday did an :
m i estimated $5,000 to $7,000 damage. M 4
\ eStl : atEd at $8 1 75 of the Salida' Fire Departmentgwereegllb:!ll\‘: i
Hitd The Salida Volunteer Fire miscellarieous call in the S°°0© !0 extinguish the blaze. / } |
i Department answered 17 county, with no damage. o e - :
Hil calls during August, with fire Duri A :
k|| damages coming to $8175, . - Uring August, Salida '
i according to a report [remen held two training BErTERS TP I ] 4
il | presented to the city council S€SSions, ?Pq inspected MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1978
I I last night by Fire Chief Several buil>gs. . Cm— s m——
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accounted for only five calls,
_that was where $6,650 of the
estimated damages oc-
curred. . S |
‘Two calls were for brush "
fires, one for a wood pile, one. |
for a gasoline spill, and ong -
for a mobile home, 2l
Inside the city, firemen |
answered four miscellaneous j
calls, three grass or brush
fires, two gasoline spills, an
electrical fire and one first-
aid call. : ‘
Culp estimated $104,000
was exposed to fire damage
in the city, with fire losses of-
$1,525. - ;
Firemen answered one '

School, Chaffee County Bank,
Rangeview Center and
Rangeview Housin_g. All were

in ;md shape.

Il Charles Culp. Buildings inspected in- S .
I _ Although the fire protection  cluded fgenar Jonim, mé:, Fll‘emen flnd 2
Mt district outside the citv limits Salida High, St. Joseph’s

gasoline leaks

Gasoline leaks were found
at two bulk plants, Salida Fire
Chief Charles Culp reported to
the Salida City Council this
week in his monthly account
of fire department activities.

The leaks were at the Skelly
and Husky bulk plants, he
said, and were corrected after
the owners became aware of
them.

Although there were 10 calls
within the city, no fire losses

occurred, Culp said.

- The South Arkansas Fire
District had four calls during
October, two for smoke and

one apiece for a wood pile and
a grass fire. With $18,775
exposed to fire, only $150 in
fire damage occurred, Culp
said. '

In county areas where
Salida firemen answer calls,
they received two during
October, with-damage of $50
from an estimated 21200
exposed to fire.

Volunteer firemen held two

" meetings, Culp reported, one

of them a training session on |
ventilation and hose-laying

-— i -



| WEDNESDAY. JANUARY 10. 1979

Almost any fireman will
complain loudly about cold

Fire Chief Charles Culp.
In Culp’s yearly report, the smoke. -

South Arkansas Fire District 7 calls to

the calls. gas odors.
Most business houses, |-
homes and alleys were found |
to be in good shape by in- |
specting firemen, Culp wrote, .
adding that all hydrants were
inspected and flushed last '
year. : TRl
Volunteer firemen held 24
meetings, half of them
training sessions on fire
fighting and prevention.
Culp’s report broke fire
calls down as follows:
City of Salida
Estimated value exposed to
fire loss, $576,800; estimated
: value lost to fire, $10,215.
Inspections during 7 miscellaneous calls for
December were confined to such things as wasps and bats.
checking the fire plugs around 12 calls to extinguish
town, according to the building fires.

the Salida Fire Department
came as something of a
surprise when released at the
city council meeting Monday
night. R

No fire damage was
reported during December,
and there were only five calls.

Two were in the city, and

" one to the county, to in-
vestigate smoke where there
was no fire.

There was one call in the
city to investigate a possible
gas leak, and a false alarm in
the South Arkansas Fire
District. : . ;

N 2 Qvsala, NTed 2 L7
Firemen answer mostly

calls within city limits

~ Salida was the hot spot for' in damage from 10 calls,

i the fire department in where anjestimated$172,400
ary, with the ‘city ac- was exposed to fire loss.

counting for all but one fire city calls broke down

call. to:
| Theexception was a mobile- r'I‘hree calls for building
ires.

 home fire in the South ‘
Arkansas Fire District, Two calls to check into
causing $2000 in damage. No faulty furnaces. B
calls were reported to county  One call apiece for a mobile-
' 'q'easnot,in the city or the fire home fire, vehicle fire, smoke
| distriet. - - . inabuilding, standing by for a
' Within the city, Fire Chief helicopter mission, and
Clnylel Culp reported;ﬂéw washing down a gasoline spill.

month to replace Charles
Culp,
April 1 as fire chief.
Following written and oral
tests given to five applicants,

Salida Fireman Robert
Freeman has filed two actions
in -Chaffee County District
court, one asking for a
restraining order against the
appointment of James Gray
as fire chief, and the other
seeking damages from city
officials. 3

Gray was appointed last

committee, headed by Bill

Cook, recommended Gray.
His appointment took effect

April 1. e

Council.

Brush, building blazes k
e T LT

Freeman, an unsuccessful
who retired effective applicant for the chief’s job, is
asking the court to prevent
Gray’s appointment, ‘and
made numerous charges
Council’s police and fire against Culp and the selection
procedure in the request for
the restraining order, filed by
his attorney Carl Feldhamer
“of Buena Vista. ;
Among those allegations

are: ;
‘| —Culp advised Gray of the
" written examination, and then
‘recommended that written capricious and an abuse
examination to the City

eep firemen bsy if

3 calls to investigate fire

2 first-aid calls.

weather—not only is it more

difficult than usual to fight a chief noted the city accounted ¢ calls to check fire One call apiece—stand-by
fire when the mercury is for 58 percent of the depart- pydrants. ‘ “for bomb alert; extinguish
hovering at or below zero, but ment’s calls, areas within the g calls for vehicle fires. mobile-home fire; rescue;

wash down and electric motor fire.

there are more fires then, :

because people heat their accounted for 29 percent, and gasoline spills. South Arkansas District

houses more intensively. other areas of the county were 4 false alarms. Estimated value exposed to
So December's statistics for responsible for 13 percent of  3callsto investigate natural fire loss, $1.26 million;

estimated fire loss, $28,500

Firemen called

The 200 block of F Street has had some bad
luck in the past few days. First a large store
window was broken there, and last night,
smoke coming from some of the buildings had
police officers and firemen searching for its

_source for about half an hour.
- A Salida Fire Department truck was called
to the southwest corner of the block about 8:30
p.m. when someone reported seeing heavy
smoke coming out of second-story windows. .
A search of upstairs apartments and ground
floor businesses including The Little People’s
Place, Gene’s Barber Shop and Salida Cable
TV failed to reveal the source of the smoke

: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1979

Estimated va

23 calls for grass and brush »
A fire loss, $197

fires. :

12 calls for building fires.

3 false alarms.

2 miscellaneous calls.

2 vehicle fires.

One call apiece—electric
motor fire; investigate
smoke; controlled burn, and gaso
stand-by at helicopter crash.

County Areas |

downtown
' until one fireman found a burned-out furnace
gfxfolt&rih: the basement under the Cable TV
The fireman had checked the basement
furnaces earlier, but had not gone far enough

back through the maze of walls to find the

motor which had burnt out.

On Monday, Jane Ferraro, a Crews-Beggs
employee, reported a window in the front of
that store was broken sometime between last
Wednesday and Monday. A small pit was
found in the crack in the window, which was
valued at $300. ik cmiae -

¥

Truck catches

on fire here

While driving by the Salida railroad yards
Saturday evening, Ronda Leigh Krieg, 25,
Lisa Ogden and Marsha Markey, all of Buena
Vista, were surprised when the engine of their
1972 Ford pick-up burst into flames. Jerry
Henderson and Kevin Nelson responded with
the Salida City Fire Truck. Damage was
estimated at $2,000. The women were not

injured.

to get chief's job

‘—Culp and Gray-

_preference to Gray.”

—The other applicants did = Named in the request for
not know of the examination the restraining order were all
until Jan 92 although Gray ej Imen. Gra

" epues i councliiBi sussou|

 AJejaudas AOSEIE
SOW|OH eJeqieqg . ¥84148104{U0d
s g

into a conspiracy to deprive they_had not
the plaintiff of the opportunity decli

wentered  Cook and Touber both said.

been served and |
ned further comment.

to compete fairly and
equitably for the position of )
fire chief.”

Freeman’s complaint also
says the entire city council
knew of the altered records,
and the council did not
“establish any criteria for
evaluating the exams in a fair
and equitable manner,” so the
actions were ‘‘arbitrary,

of

discretion, designed to give

T
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by SUSAN NELSON

not really aware of the problems his
anq grandparents are facing. He
realize that his clothes and toys were

is mother Gail and grandparents,
e and Wade Wallace, went to Howard
y to visit the Wallace’s daughter, Lois
worth. They came back at 6 p.m. to find

e in Salida destroyed by a fire.
/e came back and the fire was already
neighbor saw smoke coming out of the
conditioner and called the fire depart-
They were there in a matter of seconds,
the smoke got to everything first. The
n thought the fire originated within the
above the furnace,” said Wade
e. - P ¢
Sunday, the family has been living in
ped quarters of their camper, which
ed beside their trailer, while they wait
the insurance people to inspect the
es. - :
m a sentimental old guy and the thing
bothers me the most is the pictures of the
ly which were destroyed. We have five
ghters and we all got together and had our
taken. I hung the 18 x 20 picture over
. h so you’d see it right when you walk
door,”’ said the 58 year-old Wallace.
of the things that the Wallaces
which were ruined beyond repair,

eoven and a C. B. base set which Beatrice

ce had given her husband for their 25th
me things just can’t be replaced—like
painting of the ranch house where
was born, which was painted by a
ken artist who painted it with a
tween her teeth. :

en and we don’t have enough money |

some wet sheets in the washer which
't touched by the fire.

sters in the kitchen melted. The tv is

e Wallaces have $3,000 insurance
‘age on the inside of the trailer, but the
pany still hasn’t come out to look at it.
3y say we have to wait for the insurance
tor to come from Colorado Springs.

en they want their money, they’ve got to
,my?’, A >

5

IE FIRE WAS the latest episode of the

Beatrice Wallace had back surgery
.~ (Continued To Page 5)

Fire destroys f

baby struts around with a smile on his
Wallace is-almost 16 months old. He

their possessions and trailer at Lamada

i

Wallace’s easy chair, which got so hot
e stuffing popped out, a new micro-

allaces have only a couple of UP IN SMOK
s to changé into and the oldest 'fire which occu
e has no change of clothing. “The lines ‘Wade and Beat

The trailer was so hot that the clock and '
pletely ruined, just like everything else.”

ght away, but when you need them, !

-which has plagued the family this -

ok

* e A T

Saturday Morning, April 7,1979  C )y -

SALIDA (C-SJ) — Fire Chief
James Gray announced Friday
that fireman Robert Freeman has
been placed on temporary leave of
absence with pay until after set-
tlement of his $50,000 civil suit
against the city. -

_ Gray said the leave of absence
became effective at 10 a.m.
Friday. 3

- Freeman, an unsuccessful
candidate for fire chief in hiring

last month, filed the suit in district

court March 30 and papers were
served Wednesday on six Salida

city councilmen, the mayor, the

The suit alleges irregularities in

--All the possessions of Gail Wallace,

A

19, were destroyed in a

rred in her parents’ trailer Sunday. Owners of the trailer,
rice Wallace, were visiting another daughter in Howard and »
: . 4 A returned to find the entire contents of their home destroyed. According to
u;":-alg’;} g?oﬁ:fg;;fﬁg‘f:;‘ﬁfemen who quickly put out the blaze,
els on the bed in the camper is because we . Wiring above the furnace.

the fire was probably started by

{'7\

e —

Salida fireman put on leave
‘until lawsuit is settled

one which would prevent him from
filling the job or performing its
functions. ;

Other defendants in the suit are
councilmen William Cook, Alfred
Garcia, John Ordaz, Lloyd Nac-
carato, Richard Bondurant and
Ralph Coscarella; Mayor Edward
Touber, and former fire chief

_ Charles Culp. .2 ;

- Freeman is seeking damages
and exemplary damages of $25,000
and demands a court order ap-
; pointing him fire chief or con-
iducting new examinations
supervised by an independent

agency.O

the selection and testing process
which gave Gray unfair advantage
over Freeman and other ap-
plicants. In addition, Freeman is

seeking an order restraining
council appointment of Gray and
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When you’re down, they just keep stomping you

(Continued From Page 5)

and was in bed for several months. They have employee there said a few items of clothing

many doctor bills from the time she was in the have been received, but not much.

hospital in Pueblo and Wallace has been
unemployed for three months.

“I'm a heavy equipment operator and 3

elder but I can’t find a job here. I've
received my last unemployment check for the

fiscal year and after the red tape goes §

through, it will be April before I receive
another,” said Wallace.

Sal-Gas has helped the family by giving
them a few clothes and a bottle of butane to
heat their camper. “I don’t know what we
would have done if it wasn’t for them.”

Wallace said it was ironic that the only
thing undamaged by the trailer fire was the
stack of bills. “Once you're down, they just
keep stomping on you,” said Wallace.

Sitting in their camper Wednesday,
Beatrice Wallace was wearing a Coors beer
sweatshirt that was given to her. “It’s kind of
big and I don’t even drink beer, but it sure
was nice of them.

“We have a lot of things to be thankful for.
We could have been in bed when the fire
started and there would have been no way out
since the door is right next to the furnace.”

The Wallaces feel fortunate to live in a town
where the fire department is so quick to react.
“They did a bang-up job. I know it’s a
thankless job being in the fire department.and
we really appreciate those guys.”

The family’s little poodle, whose name is
Smokey, fought the firemen when they tried
to get inside the smoke-filled trailer. A neigh-
bor held the frightened, shaking dog as
firemen did what they could.

"GAIL WALLACE, 19, had all her clothes
and possessions in a closet next to the fur-
nace. Everything she owned was destroyed,
including important papers, her child’s
pictures and several rodeo trophies.

The trailer, built in 1967, was in good shape,
Wallace said. ‘“There’s no way we could
rebuild this—there’s just too much damage.”

%
i

Sizes small and medium are needed in

women’s shirts and 161%-34 in men’s shirts.
Jeans in sizes 26-34, 34-33 and 28-32 are

needed. Baby Wade needs everything from

diapers on up and wears a size 2. Food items
as well would be greatly appreciated by the
family. To contribute, drop items or

donations by Sal-Gas on U.S. 50.

For a family in need of just about IN BURNT TRAILER-Wade Wallace stands in the charred and shredded, and Wallace figures the 'rrauler is
everything, a fund and clothing drive has section of his trailer which received the most damage a total loss, but he was surprised at how well it withstood

been set up at Sal-Gas for the family. An from Saturday night’s fire. The walls and ceiling are theflames anyway.
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i ‘ ““TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 1979 "
H — Community Spotlight . . . ‘ = oy

- Charles
Culp

1 "We ont a call to catch a parakeet once. It was

f  headed for the river and we almost got it, but at the last i
‘ minute it flew away,” said Fire Chief Charles Culp, GOOD OLE DAYS--Standing in front of the 1953

! ; > wgnd another time we got a call to get a cat off a utility Ford, **500 gallon pumper,’” is Charles Culp, far
| pole. we climbed ail the way fo he fop and he im:  right, many years ago, when he first became
‘ associated with the Salida Fire Department.

muscular dystrophy, and evel:y year at FibArk, the.

mediately jumped off and landed on his feet.”
Charles Culp has been associated with the Salida

Fire Department for the past 25 years and now he’s
retiring.

Culp has enjoyed working with the department. ““It's

been quite an experience, but I’'m glad to be getting out
while | still have my health and I’'m not too old to go
and do what | want. Some of the times here have been
rough, but you have to take the good with thebad.”
‘The department has been very fortunate over ‘the

crew sponsors a hamburger stand to raise funds for
equipment. ;

Born Oct. 30, 1921, he was raised in Salida with his
three brothers ang two sisters. A 1941 graduate of
salida High Schodl, he was drafted into the Army
before he got out of school and he spent two and one-
half years overseas. He came back to Salida and

| | . past few years. “'"We've had some men hospitalized married Verna King, who is also a native Salidan, The

1 " briefly for chlorine or smoke inhalation and some couple has two sons, a daughter, and three grandsons.
. ‘'scrapes and bruises, but no one has received a major *The worst fire | can remember was undoubtably in
‘injury inyears.” . 3 ; April, 1962 when the whole main building of the high

3 =% : ;
I Culp is also proud of the fact that the department has school burned down. We got there at 2:30 a.m. and we
! won many trophies at field events, including the state

were still there at 7 p.m. that night. Milton Myers was
championship the first year the men entered the chief then. We saw it go through the roof and then we
contests. :

< - knew it was gone. We think it started in the principal’s
Since Culp became chief Nov. 30, 1973, the fire

| office—an electrical circuit maybe—but it was never
. Wmaﬂ{e_w in the kick-off for v

Motel east of Salida and more receatly the fire at J and
J Lamm.mkhMGMmmm.
We make about 120 to 130 runs a year, mostly to
_check on smoke.”” Culp said most of the fires are cause
by overheated stoves and faulty electrical systems.
After a trip fo Las Vegas, Culp will work at a local
garage doing automobile body and fender work. He
enjoys bowling on the Salida Drug, Collegiate Peaks
. team, and likes fishing and camping. 5 £
- U.s. Soil, in cooperation with the Heart of the
; i Rockies Chamber of Commerce recognizes Charles
Where Technology Gets . Culp for his contributions to the Salida community over

Down To Earth R the years.

" A Community Service OF

P)\mQuL Ca‘n‘}e,rq | O

MONDAY, APRIL 9, 1979 |

‘3 Freeman off duty |
until suit resolved

on a temporary leave of absence Gray’s appointment as fire chief, which

until his lawsuit against city officials is

became effective April 1. ,

Ll | 5
{ \ Salida Fire Capt. Robert Freeman has been  court seeking a restraining order blocking
|

|

l

I

= L

resolved, Fire Chief James Gray said this Freeman also charged there were
it morning. : ities in the selection method which ‘the |
i Freeman’s suspension began at 10 am. resulted in the city’s naming Gray as chief, ‘new
| , Friday, and he will continue to draw pay and asked that either Freeman be named hom
{H during the leave, Gray said, noting the chief, or that the appointment be set aside for the
M suspension will not be charged against selection by another agency. took
Vil vacation time or sick leave. : Freeman also sought $25,000 in damages anne
1 Gray said the action came from him and the  from City Councilman Bill Cook and $25,000 . ¢ Th
I city council — “We just figured it would be  from former Fire Chief Charles Culp. k repla
il the best thing to do until this is settled.” _ No hearing date has been set on Freeman’s Culp
Il || Freeman filed suit March 30 in district case, and the city has not filed an answer. 3, i
Cvarles Culp an .
3 1 _ cham
18l Y I comn
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’ mg.m officially 31 BRE 22 p ‘m. tomght stand by while tow trucks unsuccessfully aﬁempf to nght a tanker near fhe

Naﬁre unloaded about a f'ooi of snow here.

ANew Mexico trueker, relieved thathehad who in turn alerted the Poncha Sp
; '-nqpe down off of z1 icy and treacherous Volunteer Fire Department and the

Entry in Poncha Springs.

cha Pass without -brakes, relaxed a Arkansas volunteers.

me "ent soon and dumped his tractor and
tanker ngto?nto a shallow ﬁ-’h at the Port of maneuvered his rig down the pass safely and

In the meantime,

had driven through Poncha on U.S. 285 west

Dean L. Whetham, Carlsbad, N. M., onto U.S. 50 to the Port of Entry.

radioed for help,
fire at about 2:50 a.m. today.

stating his brakes were on

Hadley said that as Whetham was pulling

into the port, he called over his c.b., “I sure

His c.b. call was heard by Dale Hadley, an hope you have some black coffee in there.”

oﬁ'meratthePonchAPm'tofEuu-y

But before Hadley could answer,

s Hadley called the sheriff’s dispatch office Whetham'’s tractor had slid off of thg,;l;gh

Whemh?ﬁ'“ﬁa .

Jlm Grey appointed fire chief

meetinglaltpight, ﬂoﬁmthltbamdywasjust
beginning. -

City Council hired a
chiel heard about “We'llneedalotofhelpand

homarule,oetmidennufor cooperation from the council

the building inspector, and to do this study,” Aude said,

tookpgdﬁninaryatepnonan giving council a brief ex-
annexation. planation of the process.
'lbe’ﬁ'ewﬁreebiqf,wbowill Guidelines, essentially the
replace Charles Culp when sameastholepresented two
Culp officially retires March weeks ago, were adopted for
31, is James Grey, whose the building inspector, which
appnintmentwnlmnﬂby forbid him from doing any
Council pending a favorable construchon work in the city
background report. limits.
The question of a pay raise
“commerce for Inspector Joe Padilla was
committee studying home put off, since only four
rule, gave Council some councxlmen were present.

printeds,lnﬁormation about it, Dick Bondurant and Lloyd

Naccarato werb both absent.

Council to look into
an annexation proposed by
Frank Chelf, pending a report
from the city’s engineers on
drainage problems.

Chelf also presented the city
with a check for $10,245.04 for
franchise tax for Salida Gas
Co.

Tad Haskell, of Haskell-
Haines Chevrolet,

a police car that was pur-
chased two weeks ago. .
The specifications were not
clear enough, he said, “so one
dealer was bidding on apples

and the other on oranges.”

questioned .
the city’s bidding practices on

He asked the city to draw up
better specifications, and, if it
gets bids, to go to the lowest
bidder.

Councilmen agreed,
although Mayor Ed Touber
said the problem seéemed to
recur every five or six years. :

In other business, Council: '

~ —Renewed the 3.2 beer
license for the Pizza
—Allowed the school

district to cut. a curb at
Longfellow Elementary to
improve drainage there.
—Agreed to consult with
County Extension Agent Leon
Stanton before pruning any
trees in the parks. -

‘Texas, were

Port of Entry. The truck was full of ammomum nn‘rate, a fertmzer whnch

aiﬂ* snow-covered entry drive. and mto a
shallow ditch with t@' &nd‘&'ailer

According to State Patrol sqmonnt Virgﬂ,
Puls,theth'iversaidhebqan “over-tacking”’
andusedhlsbrakestoomwh eomingoﬂof ;
Poncha Pass.

Whetham was taken toSalidn !luw“al by
ambulance. Hnsmjmesmnotbehevedwbe
serious.

He was hauling a load of ammonia nitrate

fire

Two units of the Poncha
departmmtmdoneunnfmmanﬂeecmmty
responded to the scene.

Damgetothehlta‘mﬁonaltncbr,mﬂer B
mdccntenuwuuﬁmltednmm Also *
Mmtbeacdddmawn

Three wreckers from tln Four Seuom
were unable to right the vehicle. Owners of
thetruck,seeere'l‘ankunes Inc., of Dallas,
anoﬂlertankertesiphon
the hquld out of the tanker.



party, to wit: the City of Salida.”

D0,
Motion file

C
Salida city officials have filed a motion to

dismiss a complaint filed in district court

March 30 by

cAreerhan.. ... 2 Siprpiy

plaint fo the city’s
nt of James Gray as fire chief.

_reeman, who also applied for the job,
asked the court to block Gray’s appointment,

At
2 2

~Named in the complaint were all city
councilmen, Mayor Ed Touber, Gray, and
~Charles Culp, the fire chief Gray replaced.
~ Freeman also asked for damages of $50,000
from Culp and Councilman Bill Cook.
The answer to Freeman’s suit was filed by
Al Sulzenfuss, Salida City Attorney, although

thecitngitmnmdasa arty to the suit.
- Infact, that’s one of the reasons Sulzenfuss
‘moved that the suit be dismissed.

S motion

mfw' BR B sei Te

The city should be a party to any such suit,
Sulzenfuss said, because the persons named
:;yindividmhinthesuitwere'acﬁngforthe
_The other reasons Sulzenfuss asks for
dismissal is that Freeman’s complaint, filed

y Buena Vista attorney Carl Feldhammer,

to state a claim upon which relief can

’;! ks G
AL N A R4

Robert Freeman was fired this morning
from his job as fire captain with the city of
Salida. -

A letter signed by Fire Chief James Gray
was presented to Freeman by Police Chief

' Post notifying the fireman of his

According to the letter Freeman was fired
because of unauthorized searches of the desk
and files of the city clerk and fire chief, for
unsatisfactory working relationships with the
public and other city employees and for
conduct unbecoming a city employee.

Freeman had been on a suspended tem-
porary leave of absence with pay from his job
since April 9 pending further action by the
city. : E
On March 30 Freeman had filed suit in
district court seeking a restraining order
blocking Gray’s appointment as fire chief
which had become effective April 1.

be granted.” ; ;

Freeman has charged there were

egularities in the method used to pick a fire -
chief, I;::nzenhnssasdﬂlae ﬂ:vehohwsd!‘
regula concerning how y should
pick a fire chief. . 2 ;

“If there aren’t any laws concerning the
selection, how can the city violate them and
provide anyone with the basis for a suit?”
~ The motion for dismissal, filed yesterday, is
the latest go-round in a controversy over
‘Gray’s selection. :

_Freeman was suspended from duty Friday

y Gray until the-suit is resolved, but con-
tinues. to draw full pay.
- Freeman’s suit has charged that:

—Culp recommended the written test for
the chief’s job, and also told Gray what the
test would be; '

 —Gray had advance knowledge of the

—Gray did not have the required ex-
perience and education that the job ad-
vertisement listed.

—Departmental performance records were
altered to upgrade Gray’s evaluations and
lower Freeman'’s.

—Culp and Gray conspired to prevent
Freeman from competing fairly and

]
¢ j

 Fireman Freeman fired

Freeman has also sought $25,000 in

' damages from City Councilman Bill Cook and
$25,000 from former Fire Chief Charles Culp.
Freeman charged there were irregularities

in - the selection method which
resulted in the city’s naming Gray as chief.

He asked either he, Freeman, be named '

chief or that a separate agency make the
selection. LR

Gray said the action came with the ap-
proval of the city council which met last night
in executive session to consider the matter.

Freeman could not be reached for comment
although repeated phone calls were made by
The Mail to his home.

The letter delivered to Freeman this
morning was on letterhead of the city of
Salida with the names of the mayor, city
councilmen and city clerk. :

According to the letter, Freeman was
terminated because he was observed rifling
through the files and desk of the city clerk

.__without authorization “at a time you were not
" authorized to be in said office.” The search

was said to have taken place on March 25.
The letter also notes that on March 19
Freeman was observed with a non-city em-
ployee rifling through the desk of the fire
chief. :
The letter charged that Freeman is
believed to have removed personnel records
from the chief’s office and then delivered
them to ‘““unauthorized persons.” '
Gray’s letter said Freeman had failed to

maintain satisfactory and harmonious |
working relationships with the public and |

other employees, that he engaged in conduct
unbecoming a city employee and that his
dismissal is required for the good of the city.
The letter said Freeman could appeal the
decision by Gray to the city council by filing a
written request for a hearing with the city
clerk before the close of business ow.April 18.
If requested, the hearing will éﬁew |
April 23 at 8 p.m. in the council cha be

to dismiss Freeman suit

‘equitably for the chief’s job.
- —The city council knew of the altered

 records and did nothing about it.

—The city council failed to establish fair

are poorly maintained, and that one failed an
underwriter’s test due to below-par pumping

capacity. j ;
City officials admit confusion with
Freeman’s charges on truck maintenance.
“If he knew about it before last month, why
didn’t he do something about it?”’ one official
asked. “As a captain, he was certainly in a
position to get the trucks fixed. - =
“And if he didn’t know, why didn’t he? We

' pay fire captains to be on top of those -

situations,” the official continued.

Volunteer firemen pointed out that the
truck which failed an underwriter’s test of 750
gallons per minute (gpm) still pumped over
700 gpm, and that the problem could not have
been too severe, because the city’s fire rating
stayed what it had been before the inspection,
a seven. ;

|
|
)
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|
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Wewring will be held at 8 p.m.
ght in the City Hall Auditorium con-
ing the dismissal of Salida Fire Captain

Various charges and g

to be aired at tonight’s hearing,
- which follows a more than a month of
allegations about the city’s fire department
d its hiring practicies.

Freeman was one of five who applied for
ouncement, and when another Salida
an, James Gray, got the chief’s job,
eman filed suit against the city.

e suit asked for a restraining order

was out of town and Gray’s appointment took
 effe April 1 as scheduled. ; :

- | Freeman charged that he had scored higher
. on some tests than Gray, and that the city.
“should have hired him instead of Gray.

- Heasked that either Gray’s appointment be
et aside and Freeman be named chief, or
~  that the process start over with an outside

| B an also asked for $50,000 in damages
Culp and Councilman Bill Cook,

A

‘Culp’s’ retirement” -

sinst Gray’s appointment, but the judge

__ WEDNESDAY, MAY 2,197 |

chairman of the oounéil’s pollceand fire

~ committee

The W”Werto the suit said that since
there were no regulations on selecting a chief,
the city could not be violating them, and thus.

 there would be no relief in a court, and that

since only individuals, not the city, were
named as parties, the suit should be thrown
out because the city should have been a party.

. byEDQUILLEN
The Salida City Council last night affirmed
Robert Freeman'’s dismissal as a fire captain,
‘at an appeal hearing requested by Freeman.
Councilmen did not explain their decision,
which was reached following three and a half
hours of hearing and a 15-minute executive
session. The decision was unanimous,
although Couincilman Bill Cook abstained,
explaining later that it was because he was
eing sued for $25,000 in damages by
Freeman and did not want to take any action
affecting the case.

Freeman had been fired by Fire Chief
James Gray April 17, and under city per-
sonnel policies, had the right the request a

hearing for reinstatement.
The firing followed his suspension after he

Charles Culp, and the mayor and six city
councilmen, when Gray was appointed fire
chief following Culp’s retirement. -
Freeman maintained there were
irregularities in the selection procedure.
' Gray, who testified he was assisted by
Police Chief Leonard Post and City Attorney
Al Sulzenfuss in preparing the notice. of
Freeman’s dismissal, said Freeman had been
fired for several reasons:
- —His unauthorized rifling of desks and files
belonging to the city clerk and fire chief.
—Conduct unbecoming a city employee.
—Unsatisfactory working relationships
‘with the public and other city employees.
His attorney, Carl Feldhammer of Buena
Vista, reached in several directions.
Atone point, he called the hearing ‘‘a joke,”
saying Council and the mayor, by discussing
Freeman’s suspension and firing in closed

sessions before Gray took those actions, had
- prejudged Freeman. A
judge and

“You're sitting as your own
jury,” he said, adding that the council should
be disqualified. ““You've opened a can of
worms here. Whatever you do is invalid.”

for a hearing. .
Feldhammer attacked the reasons cited for

Freeman’s dismissal, calling the former

fireman to the stand several times. ;

o

filed suit against Gray, former Fire Chief

However, he did not withdraw his request -

an gets hearing tonight

Freeman was suspended from duty with
pay after the suit was filed, and was fired
April 17. g

Among the reasons the city gave for his
dismissal was that he was seen rifling
through the department’s files, that he had

failed to maintain good relationships with the

public and other employees, and that: his
dismissal was for the good of the city.

"~ THURSDAY, MAY 3, 1979

Freeman testified his visit to the city
clerk’s office was only to make a copy of the
city personnel code, a public document, but
when Sulzenfuss asked him why he didn’t get
a copy through normal channels during
business hours, he said “I don’t know.”

AS FOR HIS LOOKING through papers in

the chief’s desk, Feldhammer attempted to .

establish that, with then-Chief Culp on
vacation, Freeman was the senior captain
and thus was chief. ; '
Other firemen, though, testifed that Jerry
Henderson was acting chief in Culp’s ab-
sence. : »
Freeman said the charge about conduct

~ unbecoming a city employee was so vague

there was no way to refute it.

Most testimony revolved around the
charges of his dealings with the public and
with fellow firemen. %

“My relationships with the public were
satisfactory,” Freeman said, “I never had
anyone complain to me,” and a witness,
Marion Skinner, said Freeman had been quite
polite and helpful when she had called after
smelling smoke.

Sulzenfuss questioned Freeman sharply
about his fire inspections, establishing that
Freeman had told the Salida Library its fire
extinguishers were of a poor type, and of-
fering to sell the library some privately.

His fellow firemen, though, had the har-
shest words for Freeman. 5

Called to the stand were Gray, Henderson,
Wes Wagner and Fred Smith, with them all
saying they would not trust Freeman in a

dangerous situation, such as entering a

burning building. 5
They told accounts of Freeman’s inability
to get the pumper going at fires because he

firemen an incentive to lie al;ut };im under

f‘lf they’re all lying about you, how can you
say you’ve kept good relations with the other
firemen,” Sulzenfuss asked, and Freeman

didn’t have an answer. o

Feldhammer’s other arguments were
aimed at Freeman’s experience and training,

Freeman'’s firing upheld

kept running nervously around the truck, and
all said it had been at least two years since
Freeman was seen actually holding a hose at
a fire. :

“1°d be concerned for my safety if I were
with Freeman,” Henderson said, I wouldn’t
want to go into a building with him backing
me up.”

“He gets too shook up, too flustered. He
took a call once and didn’t even get the ad-
dress before he hung up the phone. I'm scared
to ride with him because of the way he
drives,”’ said Wagner.

“He’s fine in certain respects,” Smith said,

~“put T wouldn’t trust him to go into a burning
building with him. I think he’d get nervous
and back out.” :

Attempting to rebut their testimony,
Freeman said he had made mistakes, and
that stress was a common problem with
firemen. :

“But I’ve never been so hyped up that I
didn’t know what I was doing,”’ he said.

Conceding he did not get along with all the
other firemen, he said Henderson and Culp
seemed to have grudges against him.

AS FOR THE OTHERS who said he was -
untrustworthy, Freeman said said they
probably preferred Gray as chief because he
was part of their group, and Freeman was
not. .

“If I'd been named chief, I'd have set up
tests and advertised for openings, instead of
setting things up so the volunteers would -

move into the full-time jobs, and this probably
upset some of the voluntéers in that group,”
Freeman said. i

Under questioning by Sulzenfuss, Freeman
said this might have given some of the
(Continued To Page 8)

e

pointing out he had serve;
time fireman, and had}, S0
classes in fire fighti

rules were brought
requested, and got,
,missible evidence, Wi,
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t the city following the ap-

es Culp retired from that post April 1.
eman, a 12-year veteran of the Salida
partment, also applied for the job, and
s suit maintains that he was better

ties in Gray’s selection.
man’s new complaint asks the court to
tl?e following for Freeman:

eman fire chief.

 of James Gray as fire chief when

Gray from the chief’s job, and
| Gray’s dismissal of Freeman to be

illegal, and reinstate Freeman as a fire
captain, along with granting Freeman
damages of $50,000. '
—Declare that Freeman’s constitutional
and legal rights have been abridged by the
city’s actions, and grant him $50,000 in
general damages, $50,000 in punitive

‘damages, and various legal costs.

—Or, since testimony at the May 2 hearing
on Freeman’s dismissal indicated Freeman
had a nervous problem preventing him from
being an effective fireman, he should be able
to retire with a disability pension.

NO ANSWER HAS been filed to the
amended complaint by City Attorney Alan
Sulzenfuss, although he has moved for

dismissal of Freeman’s original complaint on

two grounds — there are no laws concerning
how. the city should select a fire chief, and
thus Freeman has no legal basis for relief,
and that the city, which should have been
named, was not named in the original suit.

The amended complaint solves the second
problem, since it names the city as a defen-
dant.

Also named are former Fire Chief Charles
Culp, Gray, and Councilmen William Cook
Alfred Garcia, John Ordaz, Lloyd Naccarato,

- Richard Bondurant and Ralph Coscarella, as
well as Mayor Edward Touber, although the -

complaint lists him as a councilman, not as
the mayor.- ;

CONTAINED IN THE eight-page com-
plaint are five claims for relief by Freeman.

The first alleges that Culp publicly an-
nounced his retirement plans Jan. 22, but had
told Gray privately earlier of his plans.

It also charges that Culp, who advised the
city on which wri to give applicants
for fire chief, told Gray earlier which
examination to study for. ¢

According to the complaint, Culp altered
both Gray’s and Freeman'’s personnel per-
formance records, with the intent of making

2 counts dismissed
< 1n ex~-fireman’s suit

SALIDA (C-S8J) — Acting District Judge Wallace Lundquist of

1 Canon City on Tuesday dismissed two of five charges by former
'; fireman Robert Freeman against the City of Salida.
| Freeman, a former city fireman suing the city in connection with

e dved day. Tine & 97

Griy’l better and Freeman’s worse.

councilmen were aware of these alterations,

especially Cook, who signed them as chair-

man of the police and fire committee.
Because of these ‘‘improprietries,”” the first

that Gray ‘“‘unlawfully usurps, intrudes into,

holds, and exercises the office of fire chief for
the City of Salida.” :

. It also asks that Culp and Cook, because of
the alleged alteration of performance

records, pay Freeman damages of $25,000, '

and that an additional $25,000 in exemplary
damages be granted, along with attorneys’
fees, costs and the like. ;

Freeman’s second claim for relief states
that the city’s personnel policies require the
chief to have “fire years experience in fire

prevention and : suppression, inc:,l,tniing two

years of supervisory experience.. :

Gray, according to the complaint, did not
have that experience, since he served only as
a fireman, with no administrative respon-

sibilities, while with the Salida department.

However, Gray did head the volunteer

department for a number of years, a fact not
mentioned in the complaint.
Because of Gray’s claimed lack of ex-

perience, then, Freeman asks the court to set

aside his appointment and name Freeman

THE THIRD CLAIM for relief challenges

Gray’s -April 6 suspension of Freeman with
pay, followed by Freeman’s dismissal April
16. >

Freeman exercised his right to a hearing
before City Council May 2, and at the hearing,
Feldhammer objected to the hearing on
grounds that Council had consulted with Gray
before Freeman’s dismissal. ;

Under this claim, Freeman wants $50,000 in
damages, and reinstatement to his job as fire

~ captain.

Freeman’s fourth claim for relief cléims
the city’s actions deprived him of “his‘ rights

o & “r.}
>
% fose
‘ A
wd
S

plaint =

The complaint also charges that city

|

and privileges as secured by the Constituti
and Laws of the State of Col

United States of America.” Y
alleged violations of his rights, and another

$50,000 in punitive damages from the cify.
The final claim for.reliefig based on
testimony at the May 2 hearing] where

other
firemen, along with some cityg, ials,
testified as to Freeman’s when

answering fire calls. :

The complaint charges that Freeman'’s

dismissal was, according to Mayor Touber,
on Freeman'’s nervous condition, which
gotten worse during his tenure as a
fireman. ‘ : £ ;

If that’s the case, the complaint says, then
Freeman'’s nervous disability is job-related,
and he should be entitled to a disability status,
and all ‘rights, privileges and financial
reimbursement of a disabled employee of the
Salida Fire Department.” =

The only city benefit Freeman received
following his dismissal was his accumulated
sick pay, amounting to about $2300.

The fifth claim for relief asks the court to
order the city to provide Freeman with
psychological and physical examinations “tc
determine the extent of any alleged ner-
vousness which may be the 9!(Phin-
tiff’s (Freeman) alleged inability to properly
perform those duties of a fire captain of the
Fire Department of the City of Salida, and tc

further order that if the Plaintiff cannot carry

out said duties, that Plaintiff be adjudged tc
be disabled,” and thus entitled to the same¢
benefits as any disabled fireman. ’
The city will probably move for dis
all Freeman’s claims, Sulzenfus:
At Monday night’s

to prepare an ordinance specifying the city
would pay for the legal defense of any official
- or employee facing litigation as a result of his
work for the city. oo

.

0

4

hiring procedures for a new fire chief, was asking up to $200,000
damages in the amended complaint. Lundquist, Fremont County
judge, was appointed to the district court case in Salida after Judge
Howard Purdy disqualified himself,

Claims by Freeman which were dismissed included one seeking

$50,000 general damages and $50,000 punitive damages because he
was denied his constitutional rights; the other charge dismissed
was one which would direct city council to extend psychological and -
physical exams to Freeman and possible judgment declaring him
« disabled.
1 Motions by defendants for dismissal were denied on three other
charges in Freeman's complaint. Those remain include a request
for $25,000 damages and $25,000 exemplary damages against City
Councilman William Cook and former fire chief Charles Culp.

Lundquist denied dismissal of a charge that James Gray, who was
selected for the fire chief’s job, was unqualified for the position. In
addition, the judge denied dismissal of a portion of the complaint [
! which asks $50,000 damages and reinstatement of Freeman as
‘ captain, :

A request by Freeman for a restraining order preventing Gray
a( from taking office was dropped by he and the judge because action
would not be taken in time to prevent Gray’'s May 1 appointment
| from becoming effective. ,
. - Freeman'’s charges stem from examinations for fire chief which
| . were held March 15-16 during which Gray was selected for the job
1 over Freeman.. .. . v et Elai2 $ Bk
| Proceedings were held in District Court here Thursday but
- Lundquist’s findings did not arrive in court offices until Tuesday.

Attorneys have discussed a trial date in October but said other

actions in the case might alter that date.[ : :
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Bat, snake, bird and bees
keep firemen busy in June

Animals kept the Salida
Fire_Department’ busy in
June, ac_cording to the
monthly report submitted by
Fire Chief James Gray.

Among the nine calls an-

' swered last month were

removing a bat from a
building, getting a bull snake,
removing a bird from a
chimney, and persuading

some bees there were better

places to live.
" Other calls included 2

building fire, flushing a
- sewer, putting out 2 fire in a
pickup, a grass fire, and

washing down a gas spill.

For the South arkansas Fire

‘there was one resuce call and Bootery, Lloyd’s Smoke Shop,

N

1979 ‘ L\
N\ONTI\@S’{.

* Market, Pizzue Hut, Sandy’s
Protection District, there was Beef, Lee’s Show Shop,
one call to extinguish a Magnum Sports, Great
building fire. In the county, Western ‘ Flowers, B..B.

one to extinguish a tree fire. Chaffee g:_tmty Credit Union,
Firemen attending Federal Land Bank, Salida
meetings on plane crashes TV Sales, Lind Repair Ser-
e fires, ice. Knit Knacks, Lindbloom
eight firemen attended the and Compnay, Studio 13 and
state convention in Montrose. Salida  Hospital. Most
Building inspections were businesses were in good
made at Burger Baron, shape, the fire department
Larry’s Standard, Minit reported.
P SRR




THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN, PUEBLO, COLORADO, FRIDAY, JULY 6, 1979

By DICK DIXON

SALIDA (C-SJ) Gilbert

-£amora of Panhandle, Texas, on

- Wednesday not only held onto his

rworld championship buffalo chip

8 wing title earned her last year,

but also increased his distance to

~ 218feet, 3inches.

+ Zamora, who flung dung 192 feet
st year to earn his title, is an
ectrician and said he doesn’t

actice the sport regularly.

e contest was held in con-
nction with July 4 Fun Day ac-
vities sponsored by the Heart of
he Rockies Recreation

- Texan breaks own record |

~ in buffalo chip throwing

Association.

women’s division in the chip toss
-with a throw of 100 feet, 10 inches.

Mike Gagliardi of Salida won the
boy’s division with a 189 feet,
inches toss' and Danna Keller
Salida won the girl’s category with
a throw of 32 feet, 4 inches.

Kenny Englert of Salida
originated the contest about nine

‘years ago and said then it was

simply another idea to get rid of the
buffalo chips which dotted his
pasture. Since then, he disposed of
the buffalo herd, but said the
animals left a nearly lifetime
supply of chips in their wake.

An estimated 2,500 persons

turned out to jam the stands at the
HRRA annual fireworks display at
the rodeo grounds. A large portion
of the crowd was forced to stand
around the arena to watch aerial

? and ground displays touched off by
o

members of the Salida and Poncha
Springs volunteer fire departments
and narrated by Charles Darwin of
Salida. ,

Hundreds more watched the
display from the comfort of veh-
icles parked along County Road 120
and U.S. 50. One spectator com-
mented, ‘“This was the best year
yet. The fireworks were super and
even the weather cooperated — no
wind, no rain and it wasn’t too
hot.“O0 3 :

~ TUESDAY. AUGUST 7. 1979

Police inctease F St. arrests

P lice department’s U.S. Soil, Linda’s Gifts, trucks passed, except for a
c.-azidgfm on pp Street Burger Basket, Blossom Shop vacuum test, and the\;ﬂ:er
resulted in 30 arrests during and Kentucky Fried Chicken. was at Salida Transfer for a
July, according to the mon-  Volunteer firemen had two class on hauling gasoline and
‘thly -’,report submitted last meetings last month, one for corrosives.
night to City Council by Police for pumper tests, which the
Chief Leonard Post. .
Post reported 27 traffic .
arrests on F Street, slightly
more than half of the 53 traffic
citations issued last month.
The 53 resulted in $720 worth
of fines for the city treasury, -
with one being dismissed.
Post reported 10 criminal
arrests, three of them on F
Street, and a dozen leash law
o~ BEPRSES. e
In the monthly fire report,
Chief Jim Gray reported an
estimated $30,000 in the city
was-exposed to fire damage
- last month, with a loss of
about $1,000. 5
| Inside the city, firemen
.answered two calls about
hernets, and had a call apiece
~ to aid the police, remove a
bird from a chimney, put out a
~ tree fire, a house fire, and a
broken gas hose.
In the South Arkansas Fire
" District, firemen had a false
~ alarm and a grass fire.
Inthecounty areas, firemen
W answered one call for a car-
\GOT into the act as firemen drive Colorado’s oldest fire truck. Also f?M&‘ham’mﬁ"nﬁf
ring were Salida Jaycees, who took their haunted house act to the hpgae = g
ity. | o ‘ ‘ An estimated $52,000 was
pa—— exposed to fire in the county,
with a loss of $3,000.
. Fire inspections were made
at Super Bowl, Starbuck
Storage, United Farm, Scott’s
Mountain Motel, Engine
Dynamics, s;;lld:nrm
Hughes 0Oil, Jim Pari e
City, Valley Country Kiﬁe?. :




TRASH TRUCK ON FIRE—Salida Fire Department
responded quickly yesterday when a truck owned by
George H. Belden of Salida caught on fire, one mile east
of Salida. The driver, William David Belden, 18, and two
passengers jumped out of the truck when flames

escaped from under the dash board The truck went
through two fences, down a bank, and into the Arkansas
‘River. Damage to the truck was extensive.

-T'UQSJA)O 9\6 s /9%

Photo by Susan Nelson

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1979

Fire damages unused restaurant

on a hot-water heater, leaving about two
mchesofwatermtheﬂoorwbenﬁremen
arrived.

meblﬂldingmownedbya:ris'l‘rwilloof
Salida. Nommwswerereportedintheﬁre.

“The fire burned up some walls and burned
the ceiling beams in two,” Gray said, “the
insulation was the only thing that kept it from

ing through the roof.”
g“Adding to the clean-up problem, Gray said,
was thata pop-off valve had apparently blown

morninsdidabout $3,000 in

;A!iro
o tao(:hﬁu'l‘aeocnfeas.hda

MUS 50 which has not been open

“!!hdittahenemofinaboutanhow
mn;m" Gray said, “including the

Gnynidtbeﬂreappnrentlymrtedasthe
‘result of a leaking gas line near the furnace,
which started a fire going up a wall near the
furnace, eventually reaehing the ceiling.

ﬂmvu OCTOBER 3, 1979

. Salida firemen answer 4 hornet calls

Bats and hornets continued losses resulting of $3,000 Downtown Auto Body, Henry
to trouble Salida firemen Other city fire calls in- Florey, medical offices of

Protection District in Sep- firemen’s meeting.

during September, according
to the monthly report issued
thhweek by Fire Chief James
Gray.

He noted four calls to
‘remove hornets and one to

take care of a bat.
Gray estimated $50,000
worth of was ex-

posed to fire last month, with

cluded checking a house for

an electrical short, changing
an oxygen bottle, removing a

tree which had fallen on a

house, a building  fire,
checking a smoke alarm and

investigating smoke in a
building

No cails were answered in
the South Arkansas Fire

tember, and the only county

Gray reported the following

call was to contain a fire on firms were inspected:
Forest Service land until the = Hylton Lumber, Hair
Forest Service responded.  Fashion Beauty Salon,
Salida volunteer firemen Greenberg Furniture, Your
had a training session on the Furniture Store, Perri’s

operation and use of air Tailor Shop, Tony’s Barber
masks. Two men attended a Shop, Salida Auto Parts, E-Z
demonstration on using light Way, Seven-11, Luigi’s Cafe,
water on flammable liquid Acme Brake, Charles Upp TV,
Barber

fires at the San Luis Valley Larry’s Shop,

Weber and Smith, Salida
Flying Bervice, the Alcohol
and Abuce Office and
the medical offices of
Leonardi, Mehos and Sandell.
In the police report, Chief
Leonard Post reported 11
criminal arrests, 54 traffic |
az’rgsts and 22 leash la%
arrests.




Monday. September 24, 1979

Volunteers control .

small forest

DICK DIXON

SALID (C-SJ) South
Arkansas Fire Protection District
- volunteers and three local
residents controlled a small forest
fire Sunday afternoon in the Lost
Creek area about 12 miles nor-

thwest of here, north of U.S. 50.

The fire was reported by a Salida
Flying Service pilot at 4:33 p.m.
and sheriff’s office dispatchers
notified the U. S. Forest Service by
4:36 p.m. After waiting for per-
mission to respond to the call,
which was in Forest Service
jurisdiction, four South Arkansas
District volunteers with one
Chaffee County truck, rolled from
Salida about 5:10 p.m.

Firemen said they reached the
blaze on the Lost Creek road about
5:30 p.m. and had to walk 500 yards
to reach the fire which was burning
gxut?rush and heavy pine needle

Firemen said one unidentified
man was already on the scene
fighting the blaze and that a man
and woman from Ponderosa
Ranch, one ridge east of the fire,
followgl‘ _t“h§m to the scene.

K tm s S L N
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fire

SAFPD men reported the &5
was under control at 6:08 p.m. a
said three Forest

sonnel arrived on the scene a ysg:;.t ‘

time later. Volunteers estimated

the blaze burned between one-half

and one acre before it was con-

tained with hand tools because they -

could not reach the scene with

water. ‘
Forest Service ranger Barney

Lyon said fire danger in the area is

listed as moderate. He said Forest

Service personnel were working on
hot spots Sunday night and would
stay on the scene as long as
necessary to ensure the blaze did
not rekindle. !

South Arkansas volunteers said
they could see no apparent cause
for the fire. They said it was in the
bottom of a steep draw where a
lightning strike is unlikely. :

In addition, they said, the site
was too far from the road for a
tossed cigarette and that there
would be no reason for wood cut-
ters to be working at the bottom of
the steep slope.

South ' Arkansas firemen - said
they were on the scene about 1%
hours.[d :
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a firemen check the roof of the John Valdez home after

4 i guishing a $12,000 blaze there Sunday morning. The fire was

} Over-heated stovepipe
J damages Salida home -

SALIDA (C-8J) — An over- downstairs, where the stove was
heated stovepipe from a coal- and located, and a nearby bathroom.
wood-heating stove started a fire He said there was extensive
Sunday which caused an estimated damage to
$12,000 damage to the two-

story and smoke damage throughout the
thome of John Valdez on Wood building.

’Avenpe in Salida.

Firemen

7:39 a.m. and said when trucks the single-wall stovepipe ran
arrived a couple of minutes later, within a few inches of flammable §
flames had broken through the construction materials,
roof. He said five regular firemen Mop-up and clean-up operations
and 14 South ‘Arkansas Fire kept firemen on the scene for
Protection District firemen con- another hour and 10 minutes.
trolled the blaze in about 10 Valdez said he checked the fire in
minutes using two pieces of the stove about 6 a.m. and saw
equipment and about 150 gallons of nothing wrong. Two neighbors and
ater. Joe Ralph Valdez, a son, reported
Henderson said heaviest damage

I st the fire to dispatchers within
b the home_e Wwas in a utility room minutes of one another.
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By DICK DIXON

: SALIDA (C-SJ) — Fire Chief

. James Gray said he and his men

- would be ready for early bedtimes

. after the training session Monday

which capped a “wild

' weekend” of ting fires and

drying hose that began about 2

a.m. Saturday.

Five regular firemen and 11
volunteers responded to a shed fire
at the William H. Lambert home at
929 E about 2 a.m. Saturday and
were on the scene more than two
hours. Gray said firemen found the
shed totally involved and that the
. fire had spread to a neighboring
- fence and shed owned by John
. Amicone.

. In addition, firemen found the
blaze was just beginning to burn
the back of the Lambert house.

‘ volunteer fireman, Steve

 McKinnley, was burned on his face
as he and Tim Nelson, another
volunteer, were moving a pickup
away from the blazing shed.

: McKi.nnley was treated at Salida

- Hospital and Gray said he ap-
parently was feeling fine Monday.

Because of the speed with which
the fire spread and other evidence,

Gray said arson is suspected. He

said he is awaiting reports ‘from

Colorado Bureau of Investigation.

Fire degﬁafl'

A fire starting from burning grease badly
damaged a Salida restaurant this morning.

The Lamplighter Restaurant and Lounge
on Colo. 291, received an undetermined
amount of damage when fire broke out in a
deep fat fryer and spread into an exhaust
system in the kitchen. :

According to Jim Gray, Salida fire chief,
kitchen employees at the restaurant grabbed
a fire extinguisher and attempted to put the
fire out. ; # k.

“They thought they had it (extinguished)
but by that time the fire had spread into the
kitchen exhaust system,” Grey said.

When firemen arrived, the kitchen area
was in flames, fire shooting from the vent on-
top of the roof, with smoke pouring out of the
restaurant entrance as well as the door to the
lounge area.

Patrons in the building were still drinking
their coffee and eating their breakfasts,
unaware of the fire in the kitchen, when
Salida Police Chief Leonard Post ran into the
building to warn those inside. -

Post said when he drove by at 9:43 a.m. he
noticed smoke and flames coming out of the
roof and vent area. 3 S

“I saw there were people inside and I wen
in to get them out.

“I guess they didn’t realize there was a

fire,” Post said. .

‘a.m. Sunday am

The fire chief estimated damage
to the Lambert shed and contents
at $3,000 to $4,000, and said damage
to the house was about $300.

He said damage to the Amicone
property would total $500.

The alarm rang again at 9:37
firemen were
dispatched to 941 W. Third for a
couch reported on fire outside the
David H. Reekers home. As the
men turned west on Third, they
saw heavy clouds of smoke behind
them on East Third, thought they
might be headed to the wrong
address and called for a second
truck to investigate.

The smoke at the East Third
Street address was coming from a

chimney and no assistance was'

needed.

Damage to the couch at the
Reekers residence was estimated
at $50. -

Police officers said the fire there
was extinguished with a garden
hose by Edward Uhl. Firemen
reported they were on the scene
about 30 minutes.

Another call returned
firefighters to the Reekers
residence at 10:45 a.m. They used
fans to clear smoke from the
building; the smoke was from
curtains which had burned inside a
bedroom window.
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‘Salida firemen ready to rest
- as result of ‘wild weekend’

Salida police officer John
Mansheim reported an eight-year-
old Salida third grader was
arrested for investigation of arson
in connection with both calls to the
Reekers residence.

Officers said the screen on the
front bedroom had been pried loose
allowing the youth to reach inside
and use wooden matches to set fire
to the plastic curtains.

They said half the d ries
were burned and the wall was
blackened. Although the fire ex-
tinguished itself, Gray said it
would have been extremely serious
if the curtains had been - cloth,
which- would have burned more
quickly.

The youth was referred to
juvenile officers.

At 4:50 p.m. Sunday, firemen
spent 15 minutes removing bees
from a tree at 317 Teller.

But the weekend was not over.

At 3:30 a.m. Monday, five reg-
ular firemen and seven volunteers
spent about two hours ex-

‘tinguishing a brush and tree fire

behind 7300 W. U.S. 50. Gray said
that apparently someone had been
trimming or clearing trees and the
fire might have been caused by
sparks from a chain saw earlier in
the day. g

Monday night, firemen were
scheduled for their regular
training session and Gray said he
didn’t think they would.stay long
after the meeting.(]

y o= e

When he ‘went ihéide he said only a small
amount of smoke was coming out.of the kit-

i

chen.
that something might be wrong.”

Post said there were about 10 people inside

the restaurant when he enter .

All those inside the building escaped
without injury, including the kitchen staff.

Shortly after the building was evacuated,
heavy smoke poured out of the kitchen into

the rest of the building.

Three units of the Salida Fire Department
and the South Arkansas Fire Protection
District along with 15 men responded to the

blaze.

Gray said he had not had a chance to set
damages from the fire but noted that they

would be heavy.

“The entire kitchen area will have to be

rebuilt,” he said. :

- The fire scorched the entire room,
blistering paint on the walls and ceiling,
warping refrigerators and freezers from the

FIRE HEAVILY DAMAGED the kitchen area of the Lam

_ Restaurant and Lounge this morning. T st 0 ;

“heavy damage from smoke. Patrons were still in the restaura
Police Chief Leonard Post noticed the fire and ran inside to eva
building. Three units and 15 firemen responded to the fire which brol
9:43 a.m. It was the fifth fire in Salida in the past four days. :

intense heat.

Gray said smoke damage to the rest of the,

building was extensive.

. The restaurant and lounge is owned b

and Mrs. Dave Murphy of Salida.

This was the fifth fire in Salida since early
Saturday morning — two house fires, a fire at

a garage and a brush fire..

“I think theyh\'vere just beginning to realize

y Mr.

he rest of the building I



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20. 1979

Carbon monoxide, resulting from a
faulty flue, is the apparent cause of two

although the reports aren’t in yet.
Salida Police Chief Leonard Post said

autopsies performed in Pueblo have not
been released, “although we strongly
suspect it was monoxide.”

Nine Heberer, 811 G. St., died at 5
pm. Friday in her home, and
authorities believed it was due to
natural causes then.

Her son, Robert C. Heberer, and his
. wife Barbara, of Coeur D’alene, Idaho,

-

WEDNES!L ..Y, NOVEMBER 21, 1979

Carbon monoxide was
confirmed as the cause  of

deaths in Salida over the weekend,

at 11 a.m. today that the results of the -

- Monoxide confirmed
Heberer died Sunday af-
ternoon after he and his wife '

came to Salida to make funeral
arrangements and stayed in the house
at 811 G St.

Sunday afternoon, they were both
found unconscious in the house. He died
at 2:40 p.m. and she remains in a coma,
and was listed in critical condition at 11

a.m. today.
Salida Fire Chief Jim Gray said that
carbon monoxide — an odorless,

colorless gas produced by incomplete
combustion — could have resulted from
a defective flue.

The house had a brick chimney to
vent a natural gas hot-water furnace,

v W v
Flrem get 2

Bad chimney may have caused deaths

he said, and ‘it looked like some of the
bricks had gotten loose and blocked the
chimney. :

“If there’s no way for those gases to
go out, then they build up in the house,”
he said. - ¢

Gray urged Salida residents to check
their flues, especially old brick
chimneys. “Look to see if they’re
clear.”

For older residents, who may be
reluctant to climb on roofs, Gray said
the fire department would inspect:
chimneys. “Just give us a call at 539-
2212,” he said.
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calls -

a Pueblo pathologist this ¢ i in- i
mornipg .to County Coronor u(::;fel::l iv;:) gﬁdhﬁmaoyf, e
Dr. Willaim Mehos. Mrs. Heberer was reported
--~unchanged by Salida Hospital
this morning — still in a coma

and still in critical condition.

death of Robert C. Heberer by Barbara were found un- °

Beuna Vista firemen were called out at 8:05
a.m. today to put out burning insulation in a
pumphouse behind the Harvard Lane home of
Larry Schneiter.

_Eight men and two trucks responded. The
fire apparently started when a light bulb,
placed near the pump to thaw it out, started

estimated at $500. B
Salida firemen answered a call for a bur-
ning pickup at 7:45 p.m. yesterday at 7450
County Road 120. '
{\c_cording to firemen, H.C. Witter was
driving a vehicle with the emergency brake
on, and smoke resulted. Dama

Nina Heberer’s death may

have been  due ‘to carbon *

monoxide poisoning,

the

pathologist reported, although

there was not
evidence to be certain.
Firemen found a blocked
chimney in the house at 811 G
-St., which would have in-
terfered with normal burning
in the natural-gas furnace,
filling the house with the
odorless, invisible gas.

L WD LI @hTe

enough

‘some insulation smoldering. Damage was

nghéédhy Morning, january 2,1980

estimated at $150.
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by ARLENE SHOVALD

Former Fire Capt. Robert Freeman’s
$50,000 suit against Salida city officials was
settled out of court this morning, with the city
agreeing to pay an undisclosed amount to

Freeman. : ;
Courtroom activity, scheduled to start at 10
am., got underway 45 minutes late, when
Judge Wallace Lindquist announced a set-
| tlement had been reached, and ordered
| spectators out of the courtroom. When they
returned 15 minutes later, attorny Al
Sulzenfuss, who represented the city-officials,
read a prepared statement, saying the city
| was paying the former fireman because ‘‘the
| city cannot establish any dishonest conduct

It . BNa. ol
b el o S f)
Firemen vie

_Ten teams from the San Luis Valley
\ ‘ Firemens’ Association will compete in the
|| annual Field Day activities in Salida on
Sunday. :

Regist.ration begins at 8:30 a.m. at the city
hall auditorium where coffee and donuts will
be served.

Events begin in Riverside Park at 12:30
p.m. Firemen will be competing in eight
events. The water replacement race, the hose
‘} race and stationary apparatus race are all
| ‘ six-man team events. The powder puff
i stationary apparatus race is for a six-woman
g | team. The in-line, rural booster and 2 to 1%
‘ changeover are for three-man teams.

_ WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1950

DOWNED UTILITY POLE—Pow
4 )LE—Power and
! .mrg ytoarnc ggx;ntal‘:)nkg v’:ith this utility pole ::
| i ] ruck at Third and M s
Mountain Bell, was not affected by the n?::;sp

-

ble TV lines i
S street light
is morning when the wires Wgre
. Phone service, according to
: |

o

Il pay Freeman

on the part of the plaintiff by the prepon-
derance of evidence.”

All parties in the case are under a
suspension order and cannot release any
further information. Sulzenfuss said the
settlement was beneficial to both parties and
to the taxpayers as well.

Freeman'’s suit, filed April 1, 1979 and later
amended, charged that James Gray was
unfairly selected over Freeman as fire chief
to replace Charles Culp, who was retiring.

Freeman also asked that he be reinstated
as a fireman after the city fired him on
charges of rifling city files and inability to get

les
Sunday

A banquet will be held at 7 p.m. at St.
Josephs School where Mayor Ed Touber will
welcome the visiting firemen and tropies for
the first four places will be presented. An
overall trophy, donated by the Salida mer-
chants, will also be awarded.

Teams competing in the events are from
Alamosa, Antonito, Center, Costilla County,
Creede, Del Norte, Gunnison, Mosca-Hooper,
LaJara, Monte Vista, Poncha Springs,
Romeo, Saguache, Salida, South Fork: and
Sanford. ¥4

_Members of the Salida team include Chief
Jim Gray, Tim Nelson, Fred Smith, ‘Gary
Prosser, Joe Chacon and Les Wagner.

Supression in suit Ry
@ * ‘ e CA
irritates Salidans

@ By DICK DIXON

SALIDA (C-SJ) — A civil suit
against the city of Salida was
settled out of district court here
Wednesday.

C:—] M'Qﬁ /;—Z »2,6 . / &y A (sf/\‘.)

Mg
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City Attorney Alan Sulzenfuss
read a prepared statement which
explained Salida will pay damages
of an undisclosed - atpount to

establish any dishonest conduct on

But many citizens expressed ~the part of the plaintiff by the

shock and anger by a suppression preponderance of evidence.”

order issued by Judge Wallace
Lundquist, stifling publication of
details.

In the suit, former Salida fire
captain Robert Freeman asked
damages in @ number of areas
which might have amounted to feel
$200,000. The case stemmed from allowed
examinations for fire chief last
March in which James Gray was
selected for the position over information as taxpayers.
Freeman. Carl Feldhamer,

In addition, Freeman charged attorney,
his civil rights were violated. orders such as the one issued

Fremont County Judge Lun-
dquist, heard the case for Judge
Howard Purdy, who disqualified
himself. Lundquist cleared the
courtroom about 10:45 a.m. and
moments later announced a set-

involving government agencies.

among rural communities

After the case, Lundquist told
local radio reporter he hopes

Salida will become 2 vanguard
n

Sulzenfuss indicated all parties -
in the case were bound by the
suppression order and no further
information would be forthcoming.

About 25 city residents contacted
by The Pueblo Chieftain said they
strongly they should be
information concerning
the amount of the settlement. They
indicated they feel entitled to that

Freemap’s
said that suppressxgn

y
Lundquist are not unusual in cases

a

tlement had been reached. No establishing standards in per-

testimony was heard and the an-

nouncement came
minutes after the trial was to have governmental employees.

started.

sonnel policies under a federal
about 45 code dealing with the rights of all

Lundquist added that such
policies must assure employees

they have reasonable expectation
of holding a job and of not being
maligned as one of the guarantees

of the 14th Amendment.

The judge said the Civil Rights
Code is not familiar to a number of

rural communities and this case

has brought it to the attention
Salida.

along with the public and fellow firemen.

No one would say this morning whether
Freeman’s settlement would include rein-
statement as a fireman or if it would affect
Gray’s job.

Freeman, represented by attorneys Carl
Feldhammer of Buena Vista and Isaac Kaiser
of Denver, had also sought, if he were denied
reinstatement, a disability pension from the
city. 5

Named in his suit were Culp, Gray, the
entire city council and Mayor Ed Touber. He
asked for $25,000 in actual damages and
another $25,000 in punitive damages.

durant and Ralph Coscarella.

)
A “‘f’\ﬂﬁlgw e,

L st

of

- Others named in the suit were
Mayor Edward Touber, Fire Chief
Gray, former fire chief Charles
Culp, and City Councilmen William
Cook, Alfred Garcia, John Ordaz,
Lloyd Naccarato, Richard Bon-
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Ex-Sallda ﬁl‘em\\an’«s suit ,
going to jury trial today

By DICK DIXON

'SALIDA (C-SJ) — Court
proceedings begin here today in the
$200,000 civi) suit filed by former
Salida fire captain Robert
Freeman against the city and a
number of city officials.

Judge Wallace Lundquist of
Fremont County will hear the case
in District Court here because
District Judge Howard Purdy of
Salida disqualified himself from

. the matter last May 14.

Testimony will be heard by a six-
member jury.

Persons named as defendants, in
addition to the city, are council
members William Cook, . Alfred
Garcia, John Ordaz, Lloyd Nac-
carato, Richard Bondurant, Ralph
Coscarella, mayor Edward
Touber, fire chief James Gray and
former fire chief Charles Culp.

The case stems from
examinations for fire chief held
March 15 and 16 last year, in which

. Gray was selected for the position

over Freeman.

*The plaintiff charges that Gray
had prior knowledge of material
which would be on the test and that
Culp secretly altered performance

The complaint asks damages of
$50,000 and reinstatement of
Freeman as captain. The claim
notes the plaintiff was placed
under temporary suspension with
pay on April 6 and that he was fired
April 16. :

At a May 2 hearing, Carl
Feldhamer, Freeman’s attorney,
objected to the hearing because
city council had discussed and
sanctioned Gray’s actions before
Freeman was dismissed.

Freeman seeks $60,000 general
damages and $50,000 punitive
damages and alleges he was
deprived of his constitutional
rights. :

An order is sought directing

council to extend psychological and
physical examinations to Freeman
and possible judgment declaring
him disabled. :

The amended complaint e-
xplains, ‘‘that dismissal,
according to the city council, as
stated by Mayor Touber, was
based primarily on the fact that
there is testimony ' concerning
increased nervousness of the
plaintiff, which has allegedly
developed more severely in the last
four or five years.”’ )

Since filing of the first complaint,
city attorney Alan Sulzenfuss filed
a motion for dismissal on April 9.
On May. 18, Lundquist was ap-
pointed the hear the case.

~ THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 14, 1980 |

Freeman terms

- advertised.

~ evaluation records of Gray to give

him unfair advantage in that
portion of the selection process.

In addition to monetary*
damages, Freeman wants the

< court to order Salida City Council

to appoint him fire chief and seeks

judgment that Gray is unlawfull
ol the position. :
Gray’s appointment was ef-

fective April 1 and, although

Freeman asked for a restraining
order two days earlier, the in-
tervening weekend delayed action
and Gray'’s appointment went into
effect.

e amended filing charges that
Gray didn’t have two years ad-
ministrative experience necessary
to qualify for the position, as was

Freeman alleges there was no
council criteria for fair evaluation
of the examinations and that ap-
pointment of Gray was capricious
and preferential.

may be revealed

by ED QUJLLEN
Terms of the cash settlement reached
between Salida city officials and former fire
Capt. Bob Freemen are expected to be
released in the near future, according to

attorney Al Sulzenfuss, who represented the

city. =
Fregmgm was given a cash settlement from

the city in his $50,000 suit claiming -he had
been wronged in the city’s selection of James
Gray as fire chief last year, but the amount
was not - disclosed yesterday when a
negotiated settlement was announced as the
trial-was scheduled to start. :

_However, it has been learned that the
settlement was limited to a cash payment to
.Freempn, and that other things he sought in
the suit — to be named fire chief, to be
;::m:it:tted" to his old job, to be granted a

sability pension — were dro|
the settlement. vrs pped Bhparel

' Wallace Lundquist, the Frelgontcmfy

judge who acted as a district judge to hear the

case, said this morning that the amount of the -
settlement should be released soon. “'IE::
figure was not disclosed in order go give the
attorneys a chance to work out the details of
the payment.” g
The agreement not to disclose the aniount is
common in civil cases, and was the resuit of
an agreement between Sulzenfuss and
Freeman’s attorneys. Lundquist said he was
aware thgt public funds were involved in
settling with Freeman, and “that’s quite a
distinction. I think the public has a right to
know, and as soon as I can clear it with both
;ltgtorney_s, I ev‘;m lift the suppression. The
figure reached was no ( ice
e S ot a shocl_:ing price
“The city administration is not unmind
of the public concern that has been -
pressed,” Sulzenfuss said this morning, “and
I hope that by Monday (the next scheduled
City Council meeting), it will be resolved.”

probably an oversight by all parties.”




R i rsciie! Netiencoy, achediied 10
be the first day of Freeman’s trial seeking
- $50,000 in damages, as well as reinstatement

on the fire department.

However, at the request of the attorneys
involved, for the city, and Carl
Feldhammer of Buena Vista and Isaac Kaiser
of Denver, the terms of the negotiated set-
tlement were mppresaed by court order.

‘The suppression was lifted by Judge
Wallace Lundquist ?o owing negotiations
with the attorneys last night and this mor-
ning. Sulzenfuss said city officials, especially
Mayor Ed Touber, had pushed to make the

TERMS OF THE SE'I'I'LEMENT. as an-

is _nounced this. morning. m a prepa{odg
ﬁ;,,w,mas ollows:

 —The city pay
delivered to the dlstrict court reglstry before
March 15.

—The city will give Freeman a letter
stating that Freeman is a well-trained
fireman; has maintained his job
qualifications; does not have any adverse
information in city possession concerning him
as a family man and citizen; and has func-
tioned as an employee of the ﬁre department
for 12 years and was a captain for nine years.

—The settlement completes all claxms
between the city and Freeman. :

—No party will take further action based on

. material in the lawsmt

: —Tbe city wﬂt not oppose Freeman ] ap- Sulzenfuss said.

‘employment records had been falsified to feel strongly that I had to fight that

“school was evacuated

pl:eatwnforaﬂlsahﬂltypensm - Freeman, in a prepared statement
—The city will not release Freeman’s own, said he wanted the suppression o
“personal evaluation forms’ to anyone. lifted because “I feelﬂaewbne asa’
-The prepared statement, Sulzenfuss said, know the
"rqﬁesents essentially the text of the public officials and tunds are 1
- “The amount is less )
Freeman said this morning he was satisfied was never my intention to go after a
with the settlement, with both he and  mon ment, I wanted to prove my p
Sulzenfuss pointing out that it saved both — that allegatlons were made agaiut
parties money because of the costs of a three- personally, and against my profess
day trial. s abilities, and these were not true. I thir
Although Freeman sought several things has been done. :
besides $50,000 in damages in his suits filed “‘Rather than fightmgfor the rei
last year, such as reinstatement as a fireman of my job as fire captain on the Salida
and being named chief instead of Jim Gray, Department, I have chosen to apply a
he said the settlement was equitable. - disability pension from that departm i
He made allegations in his suits that city ~ “Iam glad the dispute is ended, but I still

make Gray look better and him worse, but the
city is not going to pursue that matter

prove my case, both for myself and for oth
who someday mxght find theselves in
sumlar position.”’

FREEMAN’S PAYMENT WILL be omin
~ from the city’s general fund, Sulzenflm ai
and will probably be
night’s regular City )

Sulzenfussumémd hat the

_as a legal notice in m mﬂ.ﬁm

“We agreed in the
T Ay i e e

penditures to be

Sulzenfuss decliued w ‘go into the
mechanics of the suppression order and
which attorney had requested it, norwoﬂﬂh
give the reason it was requested.

Both Freeman and Salida City Cotm,;
Bill Cook, present at the news b
said they were not present at the )
between the attorneys, and had no idea lht '
was part of the settlement.

‘*‘Sometimes, when you're focuu on.
details, like you do in S,
Sulzenfuss said, ‘‘you tend to iorgetam«
issue, such as the public need for hiom g
concerning public funds.”

Freeman said his future plms mh-
definite, altliough his long-range plan is to
fMish his education and perhaps g inﬁndi
services.

For the present he plans to emtm
working at the Cranberry Kitchen. € 'j‘

ALL PARTIES INVOLVED say th(! set-

tlement could resuit in benefits to the aty mﬂ
- its employees.

‘Lundquist said yesterday that the suit
should result in Council action to bring the
city’s personnel policies in conformance with
federal guidelines under 42 U.S. Code 1983, a
civil rights law that protects an employee
from being maligned or ﬁred without cause

in 35 seconds, and the fire

I..ONGFELLOW FIRE AII students ~at Longfellow
Elementary School got an extended outdoor period
today as a result of fire in the school. A sponge mop and
a broom were 1eanmg  against a hot water heater when
they caught on fire. School officials saw smoke coming
nut of a ceiling vent and sounded the fire alarm. The

by an employer.

“You will be seeing an ordinance that
makes the city personnel code clearer,”
Sulzenfuss said, andFreemansandmhopd
the “ordeal we have all suffered the past 10
months will result in some basic changes
needed in Salida. I plan to work for those
changes, and I hope that the city is also
willing to make that effort.”

Freeman also said he wanted to ‘whb.ﬁm
Gray and the rest of the firemen the best of
luck. I hope the city provides the funds and
tools they need to protect thecttythemit
should be done.”

department arrived on the scene to put out the fire,
which did not spread beyond the ends of the the mop and
broom. Smoke spread throughout the school, forcmg
classes to stay outside for a ‘@halfhour. = . {




A quick, alert response by three Salida
policemen probably prevented serious fire -
damage at the Phillips 66 ga ‘stat»ie?nat'sl_o‘w. :

Rainbow Blvd. last mght,.o... R
 Officers Jim James, Paul Ottmer and Don
'Counter were patrolling past the station about
- 9:30 p.m., when they saw fire and smoke in

the station office, according to Salida Fire

Chief Jim Gray. : e
The police radioed for the fire department
as they grabbed the 215-pound dry chemical
fire extinquisher they carry in their car. They
useda flashlight to break the glass door to the
station and began fighting the fire, ‘Gray
The police found another dry chemical fire
extinquisher at the scene and put the fire out
before the fire department arrived with one
truck and a full crew of regular and volunteer
firemen. _ 3 1 aane
All that was left for the firemen to do was
fan out the building and make an inspection
and a report. $3
- Gray said the fire was apparently started in -
~ an electric display clock with a fluorescent
light backing. Station ‘Manager Bob Rohrich
said. the light burned out earlier in the day,
i s \ # : e n— — - . % and a station employee had replaced the
TED. DAMAGE:Salida Fire Chief Jim Gray in. The response of Salida policemen Jim James, Paul N s D g o cloted
s the damag  caused by a fire at the Phillips 66 gas Ottmer and Don Counter, who put out the fire before the the station last night.
non U.S. 50 last night. The damage was limited by * fire department arrived, o ~ ira.

: Gra]ysaiatheﬁrewasﬂlethird‘startedbyg
: - fluorescent light clock in the past few months.
- - The others were at Chris’s Taco Cafe and
2 . Salida Wholesale. |
4 5 ,qﬁchsaidhecouwno_tnotemg::ethe
) - cost of the damage last night. The fire was
. Rmhm area of one wall, a display
f ' case and the ceiling. = : >
: - Damaged items included the electric clock,
| a cash register, miscellaneous auto service
products and accessories and the wall and
 ceiling. In addition, there was smoke damage
| and soot throughout the building. =~
: -Rohﬁgyaid the building is owned by the S
and M Oil Co. of Evergreen and is insured
| against fire damage. The station was for-
- merly owned by Harold Blackwell of Salida.
It has not been a good week for the Phillips
66 station. Rohrich was driving by the station
Sunday afternoon, when he saw a man lylﬁg
in front of the station. The man, Har d M.
Ramey, 71, had suffered a heart attack while
walking and was not breathing. N
- Attempts were made to revive i}gn;{:y with
cardio-pulmonary resusitation, and e was
taken by ambulance to Salida Hospital, but he
was pronounced dead on arrival. =~

it
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GOJNG UP THE LADDER to clear sawdust out of .

the attic of the old ice house are Firemen Tim
Nelson, bottom, and Fred Smith, top. By cutting a
hole in the building, they were able to get the
sawdust out before it caught fire.

?V“O\J«V‘.,-;"‘ e e
Fire damages et

© 7 Slatae b Tad Nelson

Salidaice house = C.

| SALIDA (C-8J) — Fire caused

, an estimated $1,500 damage to an’
- old ice house on East U.S. 50 here
Wednesday.

Firemen worked on the. blaze
about 90 minutes and said they
were hampered somewhat by 18
‘inches of sawdust insulation in the
‘walls of the building.

Although the building was bemg
used for storage, damage was.
; i‘i:o‘;ted mostly to one side and the

' Authorities said the fire ap—
parently started from burnmg
“debris along an irrigation ditch,
~ which spread to the building along
some timber between the ditch and
‘the structure.

The fire was reported at 2 p.m., Fire
Capt. Fred Smith said, and 13 firemen,
including eight volunteers, spent about
1% hours and 3,000 gallons of water

“ditch and the buildmg,

fgetnngxtout

Saﬂhsaxdtheﬁreapparentlystm@d ’M;Sy pourii

from a nearby irrigation ditch being

out by RoyJones ‘Theditehgﬁ'e

the building on fire. =

“Those old ice houses used about 1%
feet of sawdust insulation all around,”
Smith said, ‘‘and once that sawdust
catches, you've really got a fire.”

-saying the building was still in “fairly

good shape.” The damage was mostly
to its side and roof. :

Its contents suffered little damage,
and most of that came from water, he
added. No firemen were injured.

foreground, and caugih'r the side of the building.

THE FIRE WAS GOING in a ditch behind the

photography, spread to the timber in the

MONDAY, JULY 14, 1980

4

~ Fire hits i
local lumberyar:

confined to the pallets and some 2”7x12” ¢
lumber stacked behind the main build’ .,

The fire was reported to Salida police at
2:43 a.m. Sunday, who notified firemen and
went to the blaze themselves.

Before firemen got there, two policemen
tried to put out the fire themselves, and
succeeded in moving some lumber out of the
way before the area got too hot to work in.

Firemen arrived within five minutes, Capt.
Jerry Henderson said, ‘‘and we had a hell of a
time getting in there. He puts big logs across
the driveways at night to keep people out, and
it took us five or 10 minutes to get a log

_moved.”

Once the 14 responding firemen in two
trucks could get in there, the fire was out in
‘“‘a matter of minutes,”” Henderson said, and
firemen returned to the station at 3:25 a.m. -

A fire of undetermined origin destroyed a
pile of wooden pallets at Hylton Lumber Co.
early Sunday morning.

No damage estimate was available at press
time today, but firemen said the damage was
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i da Fire Chief Jim Gray isn’t going to sit ‘That
~around and wait for weed complaints ‘this jg
spring. “We’re going to go out looking for
problem areas,” he said yesterday, ‘“‘as part
of a stricter enforcement program for the
city’s weed-control ordinanée.”

Alt in past years the fire department
has waited until complaints were filed con-
cerning weed-filled property, Gray said that
won'’t be the case in 1980. ] .
: “We‘regoingtolookfo’rviolators, and when -
- we find them, we’ll give a warning first,
.giviuthepropertyowmaweektocleanup
the problem.” o
- If that doesn’t work, the property owner’s
‘name will be turned over to the city clerk’s
‘office, and the clerk will formally notify the
‘property owner, as provided for in Salida
Ordinance 1969-4. . -

f If the property owner doesn’t clean up the

paid taxes.

Uncut weeds are a fire
even in a wet year like

weeds within five days, the city will do it, and
( -memtymaabqur_ﬂieeootof“
plus a five percent

;s

removing the weeds,
arge for inspection.

is due within 30 days, and if it
isn’t paid, the city can file a lien against the
property, much as is done in the case of un-

year’s weeds are still standing, and when they
get dry, you ha.ve‘ all kinds of fire risks that

romises weed crackc

youdon’t need.” Another problem, other than
.the appearance, is that weed seeds and pollen
aggravate many people’s allergies.

Most of the problem is in vacant lots or
around unoccupied homes, Gray said,
“although there are some people where you
can. barely see their houses because of the
weeds around them. And a lot of back yards
are covered by weeds, especially around

hazard, Gray' said,
1980. ““A lot of last

MAKING THE WYE — Firemen from

Alamo“

a-Hooper

- Gunp;j
Placeq oo
00k fourgy,

o
thirg
With

sheds and outbuildings.”

The city ordinances provide that it is illegal
for the owner of “any lot, block or parcel’”’ or
any ‘“‘tenant or agent thereof” to “allow or
permit weeds to grow or remain when
grown.” ; : s .

To conform to the law, the property owner
must cut “‘such weeds close to the ground”
and keep the weeds “so cut.”

\ : the San Luis Valley competed with
Salida firemen yesterday in skill contests, as shown above where part of the
crew hooks the hoses together in a wye. Meanwhile, others race down the:
sj‘(getrwith nozzles'qnd one man handles the hydrant. Salida did it all in less
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d-control ordinante.”

Un past years the fire department
{ until complaints were filed con-
sed-filled property, Gray said that

uncut weeds are a Iire nazarda, uray said,
even in a wet year like 1980. ““A lot of last

year’s weeds are still standing, and when they
get dry, you have all kinds of fire risks that

“although there are some people where you
can barely see their houses because of the
weeds around them. And a lot of back yards
are covered by weeds, especially around

grown. " SR CRTESRE R Sl 5 ol e S
To conform to the law, the property owner
must cut “‘such weeds close to the ground”
and keep the weeds ‘‘so cut.”

he case in 1980. {
joing to look for violators, and when -
hem, we’ll give a warning first, o F /
propertyowneraweektoclean up ) “. )\/j&( 5 |
besn’t work, the property owner’s
‘be turned over to the city clerk’s
| the clerk will formally notify the
owner, as provided for in Salida %
' 1969-4.
y owner doesn’t clean up the
hin five days, the city will do it, and
owner a bill for the cost of"
‘the weeds, plus a five percent
r inspection.

E O

MAKING THE WYE — Firemen from the San Luis Valley competed with
Salida firemen yesterday in skill contests, as shown above where part of the
crew hooks the hoses together in a wye. Meanwhile, others race down the-
street with nozzles and one man handles the hydrant. Salida did it all in Iess

than 12 seconds to win.

Firemen take first

For the sixth time in ten years, Salida’s fire
department proved to be the best at the
district firemen’s competition.

The Salida firemen took first place among
10 teams in the eight-event competition with
19 points. This year’s events were held on
East Sackett Street in Salida. Since the
contest was in Salida two years ago, normally
it would have been held elsewhere in the area,
but Salida firemen wanted it here for the
centennial year.

Salida had the only paid firemen in the
competition, as all the rest of the competitors

‘were volunteers.

Center took second place with 12 points,
while La Jara was third with nine. Salida had
four first-place finishes, and two seconds,
while Center had three firsts and one fourth.

Salida also won the annual competition in
1971, 73, 75, 77 and 78. The department will
send a four- or five-man team to Lamar for a
four-day state-wide competition on June 15.

Salida won the six-man motor replacement

was second with 26.40, Alamosa placed third
with 29.19 and Mosca-Hooper took fourth with
33.70.

"The Salidans took first in the six-man wye
hose event in 11.41 seconds. They were
followed by Monte Vista with 12.84, Del Norte
in 13.6 and Mosca-Hooper in 14.07. :
Salida earned its third consecutive first

event with a time of 22.28 seconds. Gunnison

place in the six-man stationary apparatus
competition with a 12.06 clocking. Other
placers were Monte Vista with 12.68, La Jara
with 13.64 and Alamosa with 13.81.

Salida’s firemen took their final first in the
last event of the day, the 21 to 1%-inch hose
changeover. Their time of 17.26 seconds beat
La Jara with 19.97, Monte Vista with 20.20 and
Gunnison with 24.16.

In the three-man in-line event, Center
edged Salida’s time of 16.16 seconds with
16.08. The other placers were La Jara with .
17.90 and Monte Vista with 17.95.

‘Salida’s other second place came in the
powder puff stationary apparatus event.
Salida women finished in 20.64 seconds,

behind Del Norte with 18.87. The local

women’s squad had only been together for
three days before the competition Mosca-
Hooper finished third in 27.9, and Center
placed fourth with a 31.94.

Center won the three-man optional event in
14.24 seconds, followed by Gunnison with
15.10, Alamosa with 15.42 and Monte Vista
with 18.0. .

Center also won the three-man rural
booster event in 8.2 seconds. Other placers
were La Jara with 9.41, Alamosa with 9.51 and
Gunnison with 10.10.

Teams that competed, but did not place,
were Saguache and Sanford.




were taken to Salida Hospital by ambulance last night
after two Dodge pickups collided on U.S. 50 near the
Little River Restaurant west of Salida just before 8 p.m.

Colorado State Patrolman Keith Franklin reported that

Cliff Ogden, 26, was making a left turn from the west-

bound lane when his truck was hit by one driven by Brad

Spino, 16, at a high rate of speed. Ogden’s fruck (below)

| traveled 137 feet after impact, and its engine was torn
putand knocked 182 feet. Spino’s truck (above) skidded

TWO TRUCKS COLLIDE — Three Salida residents

on for 283 feet, and both vehicles were totaled. Spino was
knocked unconscious, received a broken jaw and broken
teeth and had to be extracated from behind the steering
wheel. Spino’s passenger, David Long, 17, and Ogden
received bruises and scrapes. Firemen and wrecker
crews spent about an hour cleaning up debris and
gasoline at the scene. Ogden was released from the
hospital last night, but the hospital refused to release
information on the condition of the other injured parties

i
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Firemen take 2nd In state meet

: L Salida firemen took second place overall in  Luis Valley firemen’s competition in Salida.
‘\ statewide firemen’s competition in Lamar Local firemen took first in the option and
:31

|

il
|
il

last weekend. third in the changeover to get their second-
With about 40 teams from throughout the place finish. :

state competing, Salida finished behind On the team which went to Lamar were

Monte Vista — a fire department that Salida  Fire Chief Jim Gray and firemen Tim Nelson,
defeated earlier this month during the San  Gary Prosser and Fred Smith.

R ——————E e
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1980 l
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SALIDA FIREMEN TOOK second in overall state competition last weekend
in Lamar. In this sequence of one of the contests, shot during the San Luis

Valley firemen’s competition here earlier this month, the firemen are
making the wye.. ..

s
b

w%

AND, |F YOU look at the fireman in the middle, he’s going down in the heat
of competition. ..

SALIDA FIREMAN Fred Smith accepts a plague from seven-year-old
Darin Dozier, the Colorado Muscular Dystrophy Association poster child.
The plaque honors the fire department for past fgnd-raising efforts.

AND NOW HE’S ROLLING on the ground. But they were able to do the

whole thing in less than 12 seconds here, but were bested by Monte Vista in
' the state competition.




dies in fire =

- Dorothy Carter, 70, died in her bed of ap-

parent smoke inhalation while a fire burned
in her house at 540 Poncha Blvd. early this
morning. ,

Salida Fire Chief Jim Gray said Carter had
no pulse when he found her at about 2:30 a.m.

The fire, which burned in the den at the
opposite end of the six-room, one-story house,
was brought under control by firemen about

. 10 minutes after they arrived at the scene, he

said. ?
- Gray said Carter lived alone and was ap-
parently the only one in the house when the
fire started. : ,
After an investigation this morning, the fire
chief said the fire was probably started by a
cigarette left burning on a couch in the den. It
is believed the couch smoldered for quite a

oy
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By DICK DIXON

SALIDA (C-8J) — Preliminary
autopsy results show that Dorothy
Carter, 70. of Salida, died of smoke

Inhalation early Wednesday when
fire destroyed one room of her
home at 540 Poncha.

Mrs. Carter was found in her
oom at the opposite end of the
house from the fire, Chief James
Gray said smoke was so thick
outside the home it was difficult to
determine which house was bur-
ning. He said smoke “just hung” in
the air.
- Inside, he said smoke was so
« thick, “I couldn’t see my hand in
t of my face.” Firemen found
the south end of the house totally
involved, and Gray said bystan-
ders yelled that Mrs. Carter was
still inside.

He said, “We put on the air
masks and went straight in. We
found her right away.”

Two‘ﬁre trucks, 14 volunteers

A A
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alida woman dies
of smoke inhalation

; Wof
while before starting the blaze, which cau
severe damage in the room. ; X

Gray estimated the total damage to the
brick house at about $15,000, including smoke
damage in all rooms. This morning, firemen
used a fan to clear the remaining smoke.

Gray said the fire department was called by
Carter’s next-door neighbor, Lois Shearer.
She had heard windows breaking at the
Carter house and then saw smoke billowing
‘out. The smoke was so thick when the firemen
arrived that Gray said he could not see his -
hand in front of his face.

According to Stewart Mortuary, Carter
lived in Salida since 1973, but her closest
relative is her son, Charles, who lives in

/S LAl (.c ‘_‘-&\

and four regular firemen answered
the call at 2:31 a.m. and were on
the scene almost two hours. Gray
said personnel stayed at the scene °
until arrival of a Colorado Bureau
of Investigation team.

The fire chief said the blaze
apparently started in a couch in the
livingroom. He speculated that a
cigarette smoldered in the couch
for several hours producing heavy-
smoke before windows broke and
alerted neighbors who called
firemen.

Gray said smoke damage to the
entire house was “extremely
heavy" and said- the converted .
lgarage/livingroom was a total
0SS.

Eadres Glenn at Stewart Mor-
tuary in Salida said Mrs. Carter
has a son, Charles, who is on his
way from Pennsyivania. He said
23;3 was a Salida resident sinece

Firemen said Mrs. Carter ap-

parently lived alone.

A%

FATAL FIRE SCENE
Where it is believed a f
540 Poncha Blvd. Cart
before firemen arrive

$1750 lost

Not everyone who calls the Salida Fire
Department calls about a fire. 2

The department answered two calls in
September to remove hornets and one call to

remove a boy’s leg which was stuck in a

bicycle. :

The department’s other calls were to ex-

tinguish a fire at a trailer home, a business, in

a playhouse, and to put out a car engine fire. :

<
An estimated value of $56,700 was exposed
to fire in the city last month, with an
estimated loss of $1,750 caused by fire.
The South Arkansas Fire Protection »
District answered a call to extinguish a fire in
a dumpster and in a shed.

There was as estimated value of $5000+
exposed to fire in the district with no property

ea & o (4\"[_ WA TS
to fites in September

loss caused from fire.

Firemen also answered a call to wash down
gas from an overturned gas truck. There was
no property loss caused from fire during the
month of September in county areas not

- covered by the South Arkansas district.

Salida volunteer firemen attended a San
‘Luis Valley Association meeting in Alamosa
where a pit was filled with diesel fuel and set
on fire. It was extinguished with light water to

demonstrate its effectiveness on diesel fuel
fires, according to James M. Gray, fire chief.

The fire department recently compleged

flushing, cleaning threads, and replacing
gaskets on all fire plugs and a list of all the

plugs which need work has been turned over-

for repair to Ernie Criswell, public ‘works
director for the city. 3 . .

Salida Fire Department inspected 29
businesses during September for fire
hazards. : ;

— Salida Fireman Jerr
ire started last nightin
er died in her bedroom
d, apparently of smoke inha
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y Henderson inspects the spot
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FIRE SEA$ON — Fall is the season for chimney fires, like this one which
started about 6 p.m. Sunday afternoon at the Art Ferraro residence at 315 E.
’Rambow Salida Firemen Wes Wagner, Fred Smith and Tim Nelson (behind
‘the smoke) put out the fire in minutes, but it caused about $500 in smoke
damane to the house. Firemen warn homeowners that chimneys should be

chaned regularly to prevent creosofe  buildups that result infires.

Brush fires reported

Sﬂummpectmasthecam ‘started. The second fire was apparently
of two minor brush fires that broke out in the caused by setting some sage brush on fire. It
m area Sunday night. occurred at the site of the  annual
- Firemen were called to county propertyon Homecoming |
'ﬂams-mgm to put out a fire in a

Aboutmhwmu they answered a

——

L AN, O s, 1950
- Arson suspecte
_in grass fires
WC& —mA;ntlll)oritig%
_ﬁpe‘stuhout an hour apart

nﬂcame about 8: 10pm'.
. afirein |




MAJOR DOWNTOWN FIRE — A fire started in Salida

Drug’s storeroom about 10 a.m. Saturday, and caused
well over $100,000 in flame, smoke and water damage to
the drug store, eight apartments and four neighboring
businesses before it was put out by Salida and Poncha

iy
e
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"MONDAY, NOVEMBE

Springs firemen. The north section of the store (above)
received most of the damage from flames. The fire may
have started in packing straw and boxes in the southeast
storeroom (below).

A major fire in downtown Salida
well over $100,000 damage to Salida
the apartments above it and ne@hhﬁlg

" stores Saturday merning. -

Four businesses remain closed and
apartments were evacuated as a result of the }
fire. =

No one was injured in the blaze although six L
people had to be evacuated from the aptrt-;‘
ments, many of them still in their bed clothes.

Salida Fire Chief Jim Gray said he believes
the fire was started by either a misplaced
cigarette or spontaneous combustlon in straw
packing material. !

Gray said he could give only a rough
damage estimate until insurance in-
vestigators and local storeowners have time
to assess the effects of: flames, smoke and
water on the south 100 block of F Street.

However, the storeowners agreed the
damage to the block of connected commercial
buildings could have been much worse, if it
had not been for a quick response by Salida
Drug customers and area firemen.

Fred Paquette, a retired Chaffee County
sheriff’s deputy, was having coffee in the
drug store just after 10 a.m. when he thought
he smelled something burning.

When store“employees Gloria Casmrudci
and Angela DeLeo and other customers
smelled the smoke, Salida Drug co-owner
Mary Lou Miller began to look around. She
opened the door to a storage room in the
southeast corner of the store and found the
room in flames.

Paquette found that the store’s telephone
was on a hot wall next to the burning room,
and tried to call the sheriff’s dispatcher. The
line was busy, and before he could get
through, flames had destroyed the telephone
wires.

Another customer, Dudley Crawford, ran
out the back of the building toward the fire
station on the same bloek. Salida Fireman
Tim Nelson was coming out the back door of
Gambles, and Crawford told him about the
fire.

NELSON RAN to the firehouse on the same
block, and a fire truck was moving before the
official alarm ever sounded. It did sound after
Paquette crossed the street and called the
dispatcher from Donnohue Jewelers.

It was Paquette who ran upstairs and
roused the six people from the apartments, as
no tenant was aware of the fire.

“The smoke was so thick I could hardly find
the stairwell when I came out,” he said.

(Continued To Page 8) :
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(Cmtmued from Page 1)

Ve had water on the back and side of the
g within two minutes,” Nelson said.
’s second fire truck was dispatched
15minuteslater, and it went to the front
store.
ople in front of the store gave the
a bad time,”” Nelson said, ‘‘because
y thought we had taken 15 minutes to
nd to the call. They didn’t know that we
Iready been fighting the fire in the back
 building for 15 minutes.”
ok firemen about 20 minutes to control
e in the storeroom and north end of
e. Gray and Capt. Jerry Henderson
trying to clear smoke out of the up-
3 partments with fans, but it would not

: Job of cleaning up after Saturday’s
a Drugs fire began before firemen had
he scene. Storeowners began the process
lvaging merchandise and cleaning up.
phn Mehos of Salida Drug said the State
rd of Pharmaty prohibits stores from
g any drugs that have been in a fire,
if they are in prdectlve containers.
lehos and Mary Lou Miller, Salida Drug
pwner, agreed most of the other mer-
fidise in the store will not be marketable.
ida Drug has been in the process of
ting for Christmas. A shipment of pottery
assware had just been unpacked from
€5 in the storeroom and placed on display
ives. - Mehos estimated the value of the
¢'s inventory at $70,000, and he said he
¢ts the store’s fire insurance may not
g the cost of replacement and repair.
EV building also received structural
‘ ge from the fire as well as heavy
ge from smoke and water.
er said the store’s prescription files
aved, and Mehos plans to begin filling
;“ riptions from another downtown
ation on Wednesday or Thursday.
n the meantime, Waggener’s Pharmacy
d | Lallier’s Pharmacy will refill
eseriptions from Salida Drug.
 the eight upstairs apartments that
0s owns, the five directly connected to the
g store also received extensive structural
d water damage. All eight received smoke
age, and theseven that were occupied
immediately evacuated. Mehos said it
be necessary to replace his building’s

|

E

ntist Ron Jones, Salida Drug’s neighbor
the north, expects to be closed for a day to
up the moderate smoke damage in his
lice and that ofhis partner, Bruce Long. He
fpects to have no trouble with equipment
d supplies, but he said the carpet and
ipes may present a problem.
e just ordered new drapes,” he said,
nd luckily, they had not been put in yet. We
wewere real lucky, because it could have
n alot worse.”

ARD HARRIS of Waggener’s
icy, the next door down, said some
eeped into his store, but not enough to
damage. He used a fan to clear the
rom his store, but the odor remains-a

jas in my store when the fire broke out,”
$ said. “ saw a pickup truck turn from

)UNTAlN MAIL, SALIDA, COLORADO

Fire destroys downtown drugstore

PAGE 8

clear.

Henderson discovered that the walls were
hot. He opened a closet door and black smoke
billowed out. The fire had spread up a cast-
iron sewer vent into the walls and false ceiling
in the five upstairs apartments. Gray then
called the Poncha Springs Fire Department
for reinforcement.

Firemen reported the fire was a hard one to
fight, because it continued burning in inac-
cessible areas inside walls and between the
false ceilings and the tin roof.

They had to chop a hole in the roof to get to
the fire, and part of the roof caved in. Smoke
was heavy in the maze of upstairs apart-
ments, and some firemen suffered from
minor smoke inhalation, despite the use of air

AFTER THE FIRE, the sidewalk was roped off and the
windows were secured on the building. The extent of

masks and tanks, 12 of which were refilled at
the firehouse during the fire.
- Five paid firemen and seven volunteers
from Salida and seven volunteers from
Poncha Springs battled the blaze for about
two hours before it was finally under control.
Three pumper vehicles were used in
fighting the fire, two from Salida and one
from Poncha Springs. Nearly half a mile of
2Y%-inch, 1%-inch inch and booster lines was
laid from plugs as far away as Second and E
streets to get water to the stubborn fire.
Other equipment used included axes, four
ladders, 800 feet of rope, three pike poles, five

handlights and 7,000 gallons of water, pumped

by the three trucks.
Firemen thanked Salida police officers for

inventory losses.

structural damage probably won’t be known until

First Street onto F Street. It swerved and
cameright up on the curb. A little while later,
1 saw smoke coming from that direction, and
I thought the truck had crashed, but then, a
woman from Salida Drug came 'running in
and said their store was on fire.”

Opal Heister rents the building for The
Clothes Horse south of the drug store from
Mehos. Shereported severe smoke damage to
the store and her goods, which g}l’e valued at
$18,000.

Henster said she may hold alﬁre sale after

insurance adjustors inspect her store. She
will not be able to decide about reopening the
store until Mehos can assess the damage.
Heister - said her fire
probably not cover the total value:of her in-

- ventory, because she has been stocking for

Christmas. :

‘Edith Sharpe owns Sharpe s Style Shop,
next to The Clothes Horse. When she was
allowed back into her store, she placed plastic
bags over her merchandise, so she hopes the
damage to garments was slight. She too has

/

insurance will'

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1980

controlling the crowd Public Service Com-
pany employees for shutting off electricity on
the block and the city crew for providing a
loader and dump truck and setting up
barricades on surrounding streets.

The alarm had sounded at 10:12 a.m., but it
was 2:35 p.m. before the Salida firemen could
return to the station for the long job of
cleaning equipment and drammg hoses.

Then the assessment of damages began
Pharmacist John Mehos said his store was
“almost totally damaged.” Structural
damage was confined to storage room and
north side of the store for the most part, but
the rest of store received extensive fire and
water damage.

lerchants start post-fire cleaning

Wednesday as’ merchants clean up and calculate thenr

been stocking for Christmas.

Sharpe said her store will probably be
closed today and tomorrow, as she cleans
carpets and walls and continues to clear
lingering smoke.

. Sharpe said she has some expenence at
cleaning up after fires, because this was the
third on her block in the 32 years she has been
in business there. There have been fires on
both sides of her store, one in a dentist office
on the north side and one in the old Salida
Drugs store on the south side. e

Salida Drugs was owned by Riley Bartley
and sat where the Monarch Gift Shop is now
when it was gutted by a fire in 1968. The
building was rebuilt by owner Bob Ferraro

~ and restocked by Bartley.

Mehos and Miller bought Salida Drug from
Bartley four years-ago, and they moved to
their present location in January, 1977.

Regulations by the State Board of Phar-

' macy require that all prescrlpnon drugs be

secured after a drug store fire, so special

" precautions were taken to board up the

building after the fire.

Miller was optimistic about the chances of
reopening Salida Drug in the future. She said,
“We’re going to regroup.”
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from fire in downtown

‘saw smoke and talked to a witness.

] By DI IXON
SALIDA (C-S}) — It took
firemen less than'two minutes to
get water on &?aﬁblaze which
caused more than $100,000 damage
to three businesses on F Street here

Saturday. L

_ Firemen said the damage figure
.is preliminary and is: for Salida
Drug Store where the fire
‘originated. They. said they feel
‘damage will top that ‘‘by quite a
~ bit. The inventory was worth more
‘than that, and it doesn’t include
~damage to offices and\ stores on

either side of the drug stoxre.”
. Fireman Tim Nelsion was
‘returning to the fire station down
an alley about 10:12 a.m. when he

{

mru:iu.o CHIEFTAIN, PUEBLO,

He said the first truck was on the
scene and water was beginning to
play over the fire at the rear of the
building when the electronic page
call went out from the dispatch
office at the courthouse.

The fire station is on the opposite
side of the same block. :

No one was injured although at
least six persons were in apart-
ments above the drug store and
there were an undetermined
number of employees and

-customers in the store when the

blaze broke out quickly in a back
room. Firemen said smoke
damage was heavy to'the offices of
Dentists Jones and Long on the

COLORADO, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1980

Damage may exceed $100,000

Salida

“east side of the store and to the

Clothes Horse on the other side.
Fireman Jerry Henderson said
investigation Sunday showed the
fire started from apparent spon-
taneous combustion in a pile of
packing straw. He said another
possible cause was a cigarette

spark. ]

He said there were no electrical
or gas lines near where the blaze
started. - ?

Henderson said heaviest fire
damage to the building was in the
back room and to the roof, two
floors above. He said that although
the blaze didn’t originate in the
sales area, the open room acted as
an exhaust and drew flames out the
front, blowing out a plate glass
window and melting what it didn’t
burn in the sales area.

Three Salida fire trucks, five
regular firemen and seven
volunteers responded to the call in
addition to seven volunteers and
the new Poncha Springs fire truck.

Henderson said the initial blaze
was controlled in about 20 minutes,
but was shortly discovered burning
briskly in a wall and between false
ceilings and the roof. He said it
apparently traveled up a metal
sewer pipe which glowed red hot
when firemen opened the wall.

Fred Paquette, a retired Chaffee
County Sheriff’s deputy, was in the
store drinking coffee when he
smelled something hot. Almost
immediately, he said, smoke came
from the back room.

Paquette tried to call the fire
department from a phone near the
back room, but before he could
complete the call, wires were
burned through and his hair .was
singed. i

Paquette went upstairs and said
it took him about 10 minutes to
clear apartment residents. By
then, “The smoke was so thick I
had a hard time finding the stairs
to get out,” he said. :

Although wooden roof and
supports were burned out, a layer
‘of tin kept flames from breaking
through the roof where they could
have been whipped by moderate
winds, spreading to the rest of the
block of attached, two and three
story buildings. Nelson said thick
smoke billowing from the front of
the building swept down on the fire
truck through the intersection at
First and F Streets.

Henderson said firemen used 12
bottles of air fighting the blaze and
noted that all of the men sustained
mild smoke inhalation. He said, ‘It
was a good thing we had air masks.
The whole block would have gone
up because without them, we
couldn’t have fought the fire in all
that black smoke.”

Firemen agreed it was the
smokiest fire they had ever seen.

Bystanders criticized the
department for taking ‘25 minutes
to respond‘‘. Firemen said,
however, that heavy smoke ob-
scured the truck at the rear of the
building which arrived almost
immediately.

Henderson said, ‘‘What
bystanders thought was our first
response to the fire was the second
truck arriving at the front of the
building. When we saw what we
had at the back, we called for
additional equipment.”’

Although the windows of the drug
store were boarded up Sunday and
the sidewalk in front of the three
businesses was roped off, there
was little exterior evidence that a

major fire nearly gutted the in-
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front, blowing out a plate giass
window and melting what it didn’t
burn in the sales area.

Three Salida fire trucks, five
regular firemen and seven
volunteers responded to the call in
addition to seven volunteers and
the new Poncha Springs fire truck.

Henderson said the initial blaze
was controlled in about 20 minutes,

but was shortly discovered burning
briskly in a wall and between false
ceilings and the roof. He said it
apparently traveled up a metal
sewer pipe which glowed red hot
when firemen opened the wall.

Fred Paquette, a retired Chaffee
County Sheriff's deputy, was in the
store drinking coffee when he
smelled something hot. Almost
immediately, he said, smoke came
from the back room.

Paquette tried to call the fire
department from a phone near the
back room, but before he could
complete the call, wires were
burned through and his hair was
singed. 4

Paquette went upstairs and said
it took him about 10 minutes to
clear apartment residents. By
then, ‘“The smoke was SO thick I
had a hard time finding the stairs
to get out,” he said. ‘

Although wooden roof and
supports were burned out, a layer
‘of tin kept flames from breaking
through the roof where they could
have been whipped by moderate
winds, spreading to the rest of the
block of attached, two and three
story buildings. Nelson said thick
smoke billowing from the front of
the building swept down on the fire
truck through the intersection at
First and F Streets.

Henderson said firemen used 12
bottles of air fighting the blaze and
noted that all of the men sustained
mild smoke inhalation. He said, “It
was a good thing we had air masks.
The whole block would have gone
up because without them, we
couldn’t have fought the fire in all
that black smoke.”

Firemen agreed it was the
smokiest fire they had ever seen.

Bystanders criticized the
department for taking 25 minutes
to respond‘‘. Firemen said,
however, that heavy smoke ob-
scured the truck at the rear of the
building which arrived almost
immediately.

Henderson said, ‘““What
bystanders thought was our first
response to the fire was the second
truck arriving at the front of the
building. When we saw what we
had at the back, we called for
additional equipment.”

Although the windows of the drug
store were boarded up Sunday and
the sidewalk in front of the three

businesses was roped off, there
was little exterior evidence that a
major fire nearly gutted the in-
terior of the store and caused ex-
tensive damage to neighboring
stores.

Dr. Ron Jones moved records out
of his next-door offices, but wasn’t
able to remove his new $38,000
chair. He was heard to say,
“There’s no way I can get it out. If
the building goes, I guess I'll just
have to leave it for the insurance
company.”’ :
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Fire conduit

Friday, November 21, 1980

Photo by Connie Ogg

By TRACY HARMON —=l

FLAMES BURST OUT in the back room of Salida Drug

Store Nov.

found this pipe

8 and worked their way into this wall.
. When firemen broke through plaster
glowing red-hot and said

er and lath; they

it ap-

parently conducted the blaze past seven upstairs

apartments and into the attic.

Fire Department History

What could have been another in a
series of serious fires in Salida history
occured Nov. 8 when Salida Drug Store
burned causing more than $100,000
damage to it and accompanying
businesses and apartments.

Improved fire equipment, quick
response, and lots oftraining paid off
last week and what was a serious fire
was contained before it became one of
the conflagrations which leveled major
portions of town or important buildings
in the past.

The three Salida trucks and one from
Poncha Springs which responded to the
V call twoweeks ago were a far cry from

|

Salida’s bucket brigade, started almost
100 years ago — Nov. 27, 1880. That first
fire company was the primitive form
runner of today’s modern department.

The Feb. 4, 1882 Mountail Mail
recorded that within two years from
that first departmental meeting, Salida
Fire Company Number One held
regular meetings in Thomas’ Lumber
office.Things discussed at the meetings
included constitution and bylaws and
election of officers.

The First Annual Firemen’s Ball was
discussed during special meetings, and
Dickmann’s Opera House was the site
of the first ball, Feb. 22, 1882. The public

Centennial Feature

1880 in 1980

P 1%0

SAUDA CENTENNIAL
L4
-

was invited at $1.50 per person.

Salida Fire Chief Jim Gray said
recently, ‘‘One problem firemen had in
1882 was a lack of water during fires.
Water was drawn from a hold believed
to have been dug by firemen near First
and F. Sts.”

People of the city were apparently
dependent on the water in the hole, and
after a fire were sometimes dismayed
to find the hole empty the next morning.

“100 Years In The Heart Of The
Rockies” by Cynthia Pasquale, said
city council members saw the need for
a municipal water works so they had
one installed in 1882 for $17,500.

Salida Centennial Committee photo, courtesy Frank Thomson Collectio

Still here

HOSE CART AND nozzle are still part of the Salida
Fire Department collection of antique fire equip-
ment. Neither the cart nor the nozzle, however was
an antique on Feb. 27, 1884 when 18 members of the
Salida Line Company posed for this picture. Firemen

are Sam McCloud, Thomas Dasbuy, Samuel King
Charley Shirk, William Haight, Harley North, Frank
Churcher, Foreman; Call Smith, Fred Bateman,
Samuel Morgan, Harry Whitehead, Charles Hawkins,
Richard Griffith, Thomas Doubbie, Morgan Smith,
M.L. Hicks, J.P. Smith and George McLean. ,

That was the year Joe Watt was the
Fire Captain and members of the
department wore new caps and shirts
described in the Jan. 7 Mountain Mail
as “stylish.”

Research done recently by Gray
reveals that one of Salida’s first major
fires was Mar. 17, 1883 about 11 p.m.
when a blaze broke out on the second

. floor of the Railroad Hotel. Firemen

arrived and had the blaze under control
within 15 minutes and the $30,000
building sustained only about $3,000
damage.

Gray said the famous Salida roun-

dhouse fire, discovered on Sunday, Dec.

'

11, 1892, started when a newly painted
locomotive caught ablaze. When the
fire was finally controlled, damage was
estimated at $400,000.

In her book, Miss Pasquale reported
firemen were called to the hospital
April 14, 1899 when a fire started in the
attic. Patients were evacuated to
nearby homes and some equipment was
saved.

When firemen got the hose hooked up,
they discovered it was too short and by
the time a second was hooked up, the
roof and third floor were destroyed, an
the fire burned itself out. :

Somewhat more recently, the Aug.

wmmgm With 1880 Bucket Brigade

12, 1910 Mountain Mail recorded that at
3:30 a.m. the High School burned
“beyond resurrection’”” when a blaze of
unknown origin consumed the building.
Before dawn, Buena Vista and Poncha
Springs fire departments aided in final
control of the place, and damage was
estimated at $250,000.

Today thanks to brick buildings,
mandated years ago by city council to
replace burned wooden structures in
the downtown area, and in part because
of fire resistant materials and the
better equipped, better trained fire
department, costly fires such as those

of years ago will hopefully be a thing of

the past.
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‘W abou@ 31500 in damages, but me' sahda Fire fheLampligh}er, the adio;mng restauram

B&ZE HITS HHLANBER o Fnr cuief Jtm Gray md Deyartmem has sem ashes irom the beﬁdmg and
fireman Fred Smith extinguish a mattress from Room. he rd fo the Colorado Bureau of Investigation to
38 of the Hi-Lander Motel in Salida Friday night k> Mme if the fire was set. The room was rented to

authorities are not sure what started the fire v ~ Scott MacKinnon, 24, who was fired Friday as cook of

T




-y
S

e

K

resulted
damage.

o

pue [euonowrs
10 dJoM SJUEPUSJIP

oy, speat jms oy,

o

d agy 0

{ Jo

oo suoos

oy ur yypure
 Uotsuad syy

wy apewr yomym

ey oy osne:
P STy woy

SeM 9y pres ‘pakodwoun mou ‘uewsssy ]

W 9nujuod 0} jyun

- UONIpUOD snoateu e p
10} UeWaJyy € Se sonn

nq
ou po.ay
anoj

‘B JO douenss|
uorsuad a3y

Teniqre,, sem

pue £
[ed1paw a3 03 uoy

pIeoq 3y3 03 uorje

P ur  snowrided
pIeoq ayy Aes Aouiope

“UBWI0.] 0 UoKS

~J0 pIeoq uoisuad ayj moys spiooeu )

1 "AON jour preoq

-uad Auap 0} paprosp pue

©cuewaxy

ioy upwroay

« BpI[eS.

)

9y} Moys spaodaa. 3m

orjenyis £oua

u

L

EoJe BpIES B

«'[ouuosiad pauresy  pue ¢
m[gi

o) pey oy asneasq 3o ayy Aq po

 9[IyMm snopxue o

,, Suppe

[13M se Jlasuny 03 Jofu
‘UewIadL,g pajodal 10300p

§:

4 souam oune Jsuemo

gt .
W

ue w s19y30 0) se

©2q pmoa,

IMNEY FIRE — Salida firemefi wéré called fo fight a chimney fire at
home of Gregg Thomas at 716 G St. about 1 p.m. yesterday. The fire
from a creosote build-up in a wood stove, bu'r.'rheye was no l‘property‘
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"“”‘l?auﬂdli““gﬁcs”'
~ escapes fire '
By DICK DIXON .
SALIDA (C-SJ) — Although he .
! had to wheel himself past the
! source of the blaze, paraplegic
' Peter Young of Salida, managed to -
escape the fire which destroyed the
mobile home on County Road 108
on Wednesday. : :

Young was in a bedroom at the
rear of the home on County Road
108 when he noticed smoke. He
climbed into his wheel chair, rolled

. passed ' the bathroom, where
firemen said the fire apparently

- started in the hot water heater, and
called his sister, Sue Kaess.

Young said only that the trailer
was on fire and he was leaving. He

- didn’ttake timetohangup.

rs. Kaess called firemen, who

responded with three trucks and 10
men. Fire Chief Jim Gr:‘:ﬁ”id\the

- mobile home was fully afire when

| equipment arrived. e

' “Flames were com out of
most of the windows, and one side

~ of the trailer had broken open by
the time we got there. It was hot
and really spread fast,” he said.

Young said all he saved from the
home, owned by George Pallaoro,
‘was “My wheelchair, my dog and
my .car.” Gray said the mobile
home is a total loss and estimated
value at $7,500.

The victim, who has been con-
#ined to a wheelchair for almost
half his life, lived alone™in the
mobile home. He was about 17
when he broke his neck in a dive
into a swimming pool in Texas.

Firemen said heat from the fire
was so intense that they couldn’t
enter the building, although they
tried twice. They said;itemg such

_ as the television in the livin éom

- simply melted, although there was i
little fire at that end of the ‘mobile

. home. xR SR
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CR 107 M of Salida. Young

bolivemthetraﬂerformvhg

lsaw smnkecommg tnto my

d to eall his parents, Mr. and

§ OmgofSnlida»buttha'ewasno

e called his niece, Sandy Kaess,

\ ~~whord£ﬂﬂmalarmboﬁ1ef ire department
- :al*hﬂ{)m
“By this time,” Young said, “the smoke

: comingintothemom I got in my
S and went down the hall, but I

caﬂll hardly see through the smoke there.

_ “T opened the back door, and then put a

cet on, because I was still stark naked at
,the , and went out amtgot in my car,
; ¢ andmavedntAsIlefttheu-axler,

living with his parents.

._g,", ;

*his neck, diving ..m lake in Weatherford,
-Tewvhenhewasl'? Allhewualﬂewsave

from the burning trailer was his wbeelchair
his car, one jacket and his dog, Fred.
Though the trailer was insured, Young’s
personal possessions were not. Young
receives monthly Social Security payments,
butlspaymgoffastudantloan Heisnow;
“Thave to look at this as justa part of life,””
Young said today. ““The positive thing about it

is that I wasn’t hurt. If I had been asleep or & : - :
B oo {ﬁ,‘,‘{’g ’:Z: o ‘hout 39| BLACK CHRISTMAS_--The trailer house in which Peter Young 1i|

cR 107 south of Salida was des?roved by fire on Christmas Ev
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